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Reading and Writing
Module 2 
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QUESTION 1 
Choice C is the best answer because as used in the text, “beckoning” most 
nearly means “inviting,” or attractive. The text portrays a woman who is looking 
at “trees in their spring beauty.” She compares them to cities, which have their 
own pleasures even if they do not have the “easy unhuman loveliness” of trees: 
she thinks of cities as “seductive” and “charming,” both adjectives that signify 
something that is enticing, or attractive. Therefore, cities that are seductive and 
charming would also be described as inviting people closer to them. 

Choice A is incorrect because there is no indication in this context that cities 
are “demanding,” or requiring effort. Choice B is incorrect. Though “signaling,” 
or communicating something, might be considered a key feature of the act of 
“beckoning,” in the context here, “beckoning” suggests that cities have attractive 
qualities that naturally draw people to them. Such attractive qualities are not 
described by the word “signaling” alone. Therefore, “signaling” is an incorrect 
answer because it is insufficiently precise. Choice D is incorrect because there is 
no reason to think in this context that the cities are “shifting,” or changing shape.
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QUESTION 2 
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of physicist Joseph Webster’s research on gravitational waves. In this 
context “foundational” means the basis on which something else develops. The 
text indicates that Webster’s experiments in the 1960s and 1970s were earlier 
than, and “key” to, the work of later scientists in the field; thus, Webster’s work 
was foundational to the later scientists’ experiments and the eventual detection 
of a gravitational wave in 2015. 

Choice B is incorrect because the text does not suggest that Webster’s work was 
supplementary, or an additional element of an existing, larger project, but rather it 
was “the basis for” later experiments. Choice C is incorrect because the text does 
not assert that Webster’s work was repetitive, or involved doing something the 
same way many times. Rather, the text indicates that Webster’s work formed the 
basis for later investigations in the field of gravitational wave research. Choice D 
is incorrect because the text does not state that Webster’s work was ineffective, 
or failed to produce the desired outcome. Rather, the text strongly implies that 
Webster’s work was productive and extremely important to later work in the field 
of gravitational wave research.

QUESTION 3
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the Sueño de Familia art exhibition. In this context, “spans” means 
extends across or covers. The text states that the exhibition explores González’s 
artistic heritage and features artwork by her great-grandfather, grandmother, 
mother, and niece. This context conveys the idea that the exhibition spans, or 
extends across, five generations of González’s family. 

Choice A is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense to say that the exhibition 
“borrows,” or acquires, five generations of González’s family. The text indicates 
that the exhibition features artwork by family members from five generations, 
not that the five generations themselves have been acquired for inclusion in the 
exhibition. Choice C is incorrect because the text indicates that the purpose of 
the exhibition is to highlight artwork, not to “judge,” or give an opinion on, five 
generations of the artist’s family. Choice D is incorrect because the text doesn’t 
suggest that the exhibition “neglects,” or gives little attention to, five generations 
of González’s family. On the contrary, the text indicates that the exhibition is 
dedicated to exploring González’s artistic heritage and therefore designed to 
bring attention to her family members and their artwork.
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QUESTION 4 
Choice A is the best answer because as used in the text, “drew” most nearly 
means pulled. In the text, the speaker stands at a window, looking out on a 
landscape at night. The speaker then “drew the shades far down, crept into 
bed.” That is, the speaker pulled down, or lowered, the shades until they were 
completely shut before going to sleep. 

Choice B is incorrect. Although in some contexts, “drew” can refer to draining 
or removing liquid, especially water, as when someone draws water from a 
well, in this context it refers to the speaker pulling down window shades for the 
night. Choice C is incorrect. In some contexts, “drew” can be used to describe 
how a person or thing inspires, or elicits, a response from someone, as when 
a performer draws applause from an audience. But in this context it refers to 
the speaker pulling down window shades for the night. Choice D is incorrect. 
Although “drew” has several meanings, including sketched, or illustrated with a 
pen or pencil, in this context it refers to the speaker pulling down window shades 
for the night.

QUESTION 5 
Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the helmets found in Denmark. In this context, “justify” means 
confirm or give reasons for. The text indicates that scholars have long been 
skeptical about the supposed Viking origin of two helmets found in Denmark. 
The radiocarbon dating of the helmets conducted by Vandkilde and colleagues 
demonstrates that the helmets date from the Nordic Bronze Age, making the 
helmets too old to have belonged to Vikings. This context supports the idea that 
the scholars’ skepticism is justified. 

Choice A is incorrect because “anticipate” means expect or come before, neither 
of which would make sense in context. The text indicates that scholars have 
long been skeptical of the idea that the helmets belonged to Vikings. Because 
the skepticism has existed for a long time, Vandkilde and colleagues’ research 
couldn’t be said to anticipate it. Instead, the radiocarbon dating results justify 
or confirm the scholar’s skepticism. Choice B is incorrect because “inspect” 
means examine or review, which wouldn’t make sense in this context. Research 
findings are inanimate and therefore unable to inspect scholars’ skepticism. The 
text focuses on the origin of two helmets, which some people believe belonged 
to Vikings. Vandkilde and colleagues found that the helmets are from the Nordic 
Bronze Age and therefore much older than the Vikings. This context suggests that 
the researchers’ findings justify, not inspect, the scholars’ skepticism. Choice C is 
incorrect because “reveal” means uncover or report, which wouldn’t make sense 
in context. The text focuses on the origin of two helmets, which some people 
believe belonged to Vikings. Vandkilde and colleagues tested the helmets and 
found that they date to the Nordic Bronze Age and therefore are much older than 
the Vikings. This context suggests that the researchers’ findings confirm or justify 
the scholars’ skepticism, which was already known so didn’t need to be revealed.
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QUESTION 6 
Choice B is the best answer because it most accurately describes the function 
of the underlined portion in the text as a whole. The first two sentences introduce 
the idea that soil and rocks can be moved from one location to another by 
something other than rivers and streams. The underlined sentence then states 
that the term used by scientists to refer to this process is “aeolian transport.” The 
discussion that follows explains what aeolian transport is (the movement of small 
geological materials over potentially great distances by the wind) and describes 
an example of a study that found that dust particles had been moved by aeolian 
transport from Australia to Antarctica. Thus, the underlined portion introduces a 
scientific term that is used in the discussion that follows. 

Choice A is incorrect because the underlined portion of the text doesn’t present 
any remarks from Melisa Diaz, nor does it suggest that Diaz and her team 
encountered difficulties in their study. Instead, the phrase in quotation marks in 
the underlined portion simply presents a term that is used by scientists to refer to 
a specific process discussed in the text. Choice C is incorrect because nothing 
in either the underlined portion or the text as a whole suggests that the findings 
of the study presented in the text were surprising or unexpected. In fact, the text 
suggests that Diaz and her team wanted to see if aeolian transport could explain 
the appearance of certain geological materials in Antarctica, and their findings 
did indeed confirm the involvement of aeolian transport. Choice D is incorrect. 
Although the first sentence of the text mentions soil and rocks, which are two 
different kinds of geological material, the underlined portion doesn’t refer to these 
materials, nor does it explain the difference between them. Rather, the underlined 
portion introduces the scientific term “aeolian transport,” which is used in the 
discussion that follows.

QUESTION 7 
Choice B is the best answer because it best states the main purpose of the text. 
The text begins by briefly stating that San Francisco is known for its murals, then 
transitions to a discussion of a single collection of murals, which is found on 
Balmy Alley in the city’s Mission District. The text explains that the murals in this 
area were originally created in the 1970s, then observes that they have changed 
over time: as some have faded through the decades, others have been painted 
in their place. The text ends by emphasizing that these murals are significant 
because they reflect San Francisco’s artistic spirit and cultural life. Therefore, the 
text provides an overview of the history and importance of the Balmy Alley murals. 

Choice A is incorrect. Although it can be inferred from the text that there are 
murals in other areas of San Francisco besides Balmy Alley, the text doesn’t 
specifically discuss murals in other areas or compare the murals of Balmy Alley 
to those in other areas. Choice C is incorrect. By observing that some of the 
murals of Balmy Alley have been replaced due to fading, the text implies that 
murals can decay, but it never urges readers to protect this specific collection 
of murals—or any murals elsewhere in San Francisco, for that matter. Indeed, 
by describing the ever-changing murals of Balmy Alley as “a living showcase of 
San Francisco’s artistic spirit,” the text emphasizes the positive aspects of the 
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fact that the original Balmy Alley murals have faded and been replaced with new 
murals. Choice D is incorrect because the text doesn’t describe the rise of mural 
painting in San Francisco generally or note when this occurred. The only historical 
development of the 1970s mentioned in the text is the origin of the murals in a 
specific area of the city: Balmy Alley in the Mission District.

QUESTION 8 
Choice B is the best answer because it most accurately describes how the 
underlined portion functions in the text as a whole. The first sentence presents 
the general claim that industrial activity is not always a threat to wildlife. The 
underlined portion of the sentence that follows suggests that the silver-studded 
blue butterfly is an example of wildlife thriving in areas of industrial activity: active 
limestone quarries. Thus, the function of the underlined portion is to introduce a 
specific example in support of the general claim in the previous sentence. 

Choice A is incorrect. Although the first sentence indicates that “industrial activity 
is often assumed” to harm wildlife, in the case of the silver-studded blue butterfly 
the text mentions neither an assumption about this species nor any challenge to 
such an assumption. Choice C is incorrect because the text mentions only one 
study: the “survey.” Additional studies are not mentioned in the text. Choice D is 
incorrect because neither the underlined portion nor any other portion of the text 
provides a definition for any of the terms used in the text’s argument.

QUESTION 9 
Choice D is the best answer because it reflects how the author of Text 2 would 
most likely respond to the researchers’ perspective in Text 1 on the behavior 
of the magpies without trackers. According to Text 1, Dominique Potvin and 
colleagues observed magpies without trackers pecking at a tracker on another 
magpie until the device fell off. The researchers suggested that the birds might 
have been attempting to help the other bird, with no benefit to themselves. Text 2 
generally discusses scenarios in which animals have been observed removing 
trackers from each other. The text cautions that it shouldn’t be assumed that 
these animals are helping one another deliberately, since they might simply be 
pecking at trackers out of curiosity, causing them to fall off eventually. Therefore, 
the author of Text 2 would most likely respond to Potvin and colleagues’ 
perspective in Text 1 by saying that the behavior of the magpies without trackers 
could be adequately explained without suggesting that they were attempting to 
assist the other magpie. 

Choice A is incorrect because Text 2 never discusses the novelty, or the newness 
and unusual quality, of the captive settings in which animals have been observed 
to remove trackers from other animals, nor does it suggest that such novelty 
might account for this behavior. Instead, the text suggests that it’s the novelty 
of the tracking equipment itself that might cause the behavior: interested in the 
trackers because they’re unusual, animals might paw or peck at them until they 
fall off. Choice B is incorrect because Text 2 never suggests that when animals 
remove trackers from other animals, they do so because they wish to obtain 
the trackers for themselves. Instead, Text 2 argues that animals paw or peck 
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at trackers because they are merely curious about them. Choice C is incorrect 
because Text 2 doesn’t argue that when captured animals are observed removing 
trackers from each other, their behavior should be regarded as selfless only if 
all of them participate in it. Instead, the text argues that the behavior may not be 
selfless at all and may instead be attributed to animals’ curiosity about the new 
and unusual trackers.

QUESTION 10 
Choice C is the best answer because it most accurately states the main idea 
of the text. The text begins by stating that the Black Pearl orchestra performs 
classical music, and then goes on to explain that the orchestra offers an iConduct! 
program. According to the text, this program offers community members the 
opportunity to learn some basics about conducting and then apply what they 
learn by conducting the orchestra themselves. Thus, the main idea of the text is 
that community members can both listen to and participate in a classical music 
performance. 

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text states that the Black Pearl orchestra 
is based in Philadelphia, it doesn’t indicate that most of the music it plays was 
composed by Philadelphians. Choice B is incorrect. Although the text does state 
that Johnson founded the Black Pearl orchestra, this is just a detail and not 
the main focus of the text. Moreover, while the text does say that the orchestra 
sometimes plays music by Montgomery, it doesn’t assert that the orchestra was 
founded solely for the purpose of performing Montgomery’s work. Choice D is 
incorrect. Although the text explains that community members are invited to 
conduct the Black Pearl orchestra after participating in the iConduct! program, 
the text doesn’t indicate that Johnson allows community members to do this for 
the specific purpose of showing how difficult the task is.

QUESTION 11
Choice C is the best answer because it most accurately states the main idea 
of the text. According to the text, thousands of ceramic bowls were found in 
a recovered Chinese shipwreck. The text goes on to say that Niziolek and her 
team used a special tool, a portable X-ray fluorescence analyzer, to determine 
the bowls’ chemical signatures. Comparing these chemical signatures with the 
chemical signatures of materials they had collected from old Chinese kiln sites, 
the text says, allowed the researchers to identify which kilns had produced the 
bowls. In other words, the researchers determined the bowls’ origin. 

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text indicates that the researchers used 
technology in the form of a portable X-ray fluorescence analyzer, it doesn’t 
specifically state that this technology is new. In addition, the text says that 
Niziolek and her team used the tool to determine the chemical composition of 
bowls that were found in a Chinese shipwreck, not to locate and recover the 
shipwreck itself. There’s no indication in the text that a new technology can help 
researchers locate and recover shipwrecks. Choice B is incorrect because the 
text indicates that the researchers collected materials from old kiln sites for 
chemical comparison with the ceramic bowls, which means that the researchers 
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must have already known the location of those kiln sites. Rather than identifying 
the location of the kilns, the researchers determined which kilns in operation 
1,000 years ago had likely produced the bowls that were found in the shipwreck. 
Choice D is incorrect. Although the text says that using a portable X-ray 
fluorescence analyzer tool enabled Niziolek and her team to analyze artifacts in 
the form of ceramic bowls without damaging them, the text doesn’t discuss how 
researchers analyzed artifacts before this tool was invented. Moreover, the point 
that the bowls were left undamaged isn’t the text’s main idea. Rather, it’s a detail 
that’s provided to develop the main idea, which is that the researchers used a 
special tool to determine where the bowls had been produced.

QUESTION 12
Choice B is the best answer because it most accurately states the main idea of the 
text. The narrator describes the view he and his companions have from the balloon: 
the earth lies beneath “milky vapors,” and the balloon itself looks like another moon. 
The narrator goes on to explain how the people riding in the balloon are affected 
by the ride, explaining that they are immersed in the experience: floating along in 
“delicious inertia,” or inactivity, like “silent, joyous, irresponsible beings.” Thus, the 
main idea is that the narrator and his companions are completely absorbed in the 
change in perspective they gain while riding in the balloon. 

Choice A is incorrect because the narrator never describes himself as feeling 
isolated from his companions; instead, he characterizes riding in the balloon 
as an experience he is sharing with them. And although he does imply a sense 
of isolation, it is isolation from those on the ground, as when he says of himself 
and his companions, “We are now alone.” Choice C is incorrect because the 
narrator doesn’t suggest that he or his companions are troubled by the effects 
of the balloon ride. Instead, he describes himself and his companions as 
“joyous” and the experience of floating in the balloon as “delicious.” Choice D is 
incorrect because nothing in the text suggests that the narrator is surprised by 
his companions’ response to the balloon ride. In fact, the text indicates that the 
narrator and his companions are having the same experience: they’re described 
as “silent” and “motionless,” rather than as having unrestrained enthusiasm.

QUESTION 13
Choice D is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
weaken the scientists’ hypothesis about icebergs that appear to be green. The 
text indicates that most icebergs are either mostly white or blue in color but that 
some icebergs in Antarctica appear to be green. The text goes on to say that the 
scientists hypothesized that this green color occurs when yellow-tinted dissolved 
organic carbon in ocean waters mixes with blue ice. A finding that both blue 
icebergs and green icebergs contain similarly small traces of dissolved organic 
carbon would suggest that something other than yellow-tinted organic carbon 
causes some icebergs’ green color, since the blue icebergs that contain yellow-
tinted organic carbon remained blue instead of turning green. 
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Choice A is incorrect because, according to the text, the scientists’ hypothesis was 
that blue icebergs, not white ones, change color when their ice mixes with yellow-
tinted dissolved organic carbon. A finding that white ice, because of its air bubbles, 
doesn’t change color when it’s mixed with dissolved organic carbon would therefore 
have no bearing on the scientists’ hypothesis. Choice B is incorrect because the 
text focuses only on Antarctic icebergs that appear to be green. It doesn’t indicate 
that icebergs in locations other than Antarctica have been found to have a green 
hue. A finding that dissolved organic carbon has a stronger yellow color in Antarctic 
waters than in other places would therefore have no bearing on the scientists’ 
hypothesis that green color in icebergs in Antarctica is caused by yellow-tinted 
dissolved organic carbon mixing with blue ice. Choice C is incorrect because, 
according to the text, the scientists’ hypothesis was that blue icebergs turn green 
when their ice mixes with yellow-tinted dissolved organic carbon in the sea around 
them. If that’s correct, one would expect blue icebergs and green icebergs to be 
located at a distance from each other since all blue icebergs in an area where the 
waters contain yellow-tinted dissolved organic carbon would take on a green hue. 
A finding that blue icebergs and green icebergs are rarely found near each other 
would therefore strengthen, not weaken, the researchers’ hypothesis.

QUESTION 14
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of Nikki Grimes’s poetry collection One Last Word. The text explains 
that Grimes used a writing method called the golden shovel to create the poems 
in her book. According to the text, the method involves basing a new poem on a 
line from an existing poem. The text then mentions Langston Hughes and Georgia 
Douglas Johnson as examples of important Black poets whose lines of poetry 
form the basis of Grimes’s poems. The text goes on to say that this writing method 
is difficult and that the resulting poems can be awkward, but reviewers have 
positively reviewed Grimes’s book. If the reviewers of One Last Word specifically 
note that the work is a “beautiful and powerful tribute to the poets who inspired it,” 
then they must have appreciated how Grimes used the golden shovel method to 
pay tribute to other poets. This suggests that Grimes was successful in using the 
golden shovel method to achieve her goal of honoring Black poets in her book. 

Choice A is incorrect because the reaction suggests that most reviewers did 
understand Grimes’s goal for her book. According to the text, the reviewers noted 
that the poems in her book were a “beautiful and powerful tribute to the poets 
who inspired it.” Earlier, the text claims that Grimes intended the poems “to honor 
important Black poets of the past,” so in their praise of her book, the reviewers 
clearly indicated that they understood Grimes’s goal. Choice C is incorrect. Although 
it’s likely that Grimes sought to honor Hughes and Johnson in her book of poetry 
because they’re among her favorite poets, this fact isn’t suggested by the reviewers’ 
positive reaction to her book. Instead, the reaction suggests that Grimes was 
successful in her use of the golden shovel method. Choice D is incorrect because 
the text doesn’t discuss whether other writers were inspired by Grimes to use the 
golden shovel method in their poetry. The text mentions the poets Hughes and 
Johnson as examples of poets honored in Grimes’s book and describes reviewers’ 
positive reception of her book, but it doesn’t detail Grimes’s impact on other writers.
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QUESTION 15
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the Indus River valley civilization. The text establishes that 
archaeologists haven’t been able to interpret the Indus River valley civilization’s 
writing system but have nevertheless acquired information about the civilization 
through historical artifacts. The fact that archaeologists have been able to learn 
about the Indus River valley civilization’s customs and community organization 
from historical artifacts suggests that it isn’t necessary to understand an ancient 
civilization’s language to learn about the civilization. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t discuss how easy it is to 
investigate ancient civilizations with or without knowledge of the civilization’s 
language; rather, it states that even though researchers have not yet deciphered 
the language of the Indus River valley civilization, they are still able to learn about 
it through historical artifacts. Choice C is incorrect because the text doesn’t make 
any claims as to what the focus of archaeological research should be. Rather, 
the text discusses how archaeologists have been able to learn about an ancient 
civilization through historical artifacts despite not understanding the civilization’s 
language. Choice D is incorrect because the text states that the civilization’s 
language has not yet been interpreted; it makes no mention of a debate about the 
language. Instead, the text suggests that examination of the historical artifacts 
has allowed archaeologists to learn about the civilization but has not aided thus 
far in deciphering its language.

QUESTION 16
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of Ana Castillo’s 1986 novel The Mixquiahuala Letters. The text states 
that the novel consists entirely of letters from the narrator to her friend—a format 
that some students reading the novel in a class found intimidating. According to 
the text, those students also found the novel’s treatment of gender to be old-
fashioned. In response to the students’ concerns, their professor emphasized the 
novel’s relevance: it’s written in modern-sounding language and addresses issues 
that still matter. This, in turn, suggests that The Mixquiahuala Letters is more 
relevant to contemporary audiences than it may initially seem. 

Choice A is incorrect because the professor’s response to the students only 
mentions The Mixquiahuala Letters: it doesn’t compare the novel to others 
from the same period. Choice C is incorrect because nothing in the professor’s 
response to the students compares The Mixquiahuala Letters to contemporary 
novels about friendship. Choice D is incorrect because the professor’s response 
to the students doesn’t address the idea of reading the novel’s letters multiple 
times and in different orders.
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QUESTION 17
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically follows from the text’s 
discussion of André Izidoro, Rajdeep Dasgupta, and colleagues’ computer 
simulations of our solar system’s development. The text begins by stating that 
the simulations led the researchers to conclude that the solar system likely 
formed from three giant dust rings that encircled the Sun. The text explains that 
the four inner planets, including Earth, formed from the innermost ring and that 
the remaining planets formed from the middle ring. It then explains that in one 
simulation, the researchers delayed the formation of the middle ring—that is, 
they tested to see what would happen if the middle ring had formed later than it 
actually did. They found that doing so affected the size of the innermost planets, 
resulting in oversized super-Earths, planets that are much larger than Earth. Since 
the delayed timing had the effect of changing the size of Earth in the simulation 
relative to Earth’s real size, it’s reasonable to conclude that the timing of the 
middle ring’s formation was important in determining Earth’s eventual size. 

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text explains that when the researchers 
delayed the formation of the middle ring in one simulation, the size of the 
innermost planets was affected (which suggests that the middle ring likely formed 
earlier than it did in this simulation), the text doesn’t indicate that this was an initial 
simulation—that is, a simulation that was conducted before other simulations. 
Moreover, the text makes no reference to the specific results of any other 
simulations; therefore, there is no basis for comparing any conclusions based on 
the simulation in which the middle ring’s formation was delayed with conclusions 
based on other simulations. Choice C is incorrect because the text discusses 
how altering the timing of the formation of the middle ring, not the outermost ring, 
affected the four innermost planets’ eventual size in the researchers’ simulation; 
therefore, the simulation offers no basis for a conclusion about how the 
outermost ring’s formation affected the size of the planets. Choice D is incorrect 
because there is nothing in the text to suggest that the innermost ring produced 
all the solar system’s planets. Rather, the text states that the simulations showed 
that the innermost planets formed from the innermost ring and that the remaining 
planets formed from the middle ring.
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QUESTION 18
Choice C is the best answer because it presents the conclusion that most 
logically follows from the text’s discussion of scholars’ understanding of Maya 
ecology and agricultural marketplaces. The text indicates that scholars used to 
believe that during the Classic period, the Maya civilization didn’t have agricultural 
marketplaces. According to the text, scholars held this view because they 
misunderstood the ecology of areas where the Maya lived. The text points out 
that people tend to create marketplaces in order to acquire resources they don’t 
otherwise control. Agricultural marketplaces would have allowed farmers who 
produced one type of crop to trade that crop for other types of crops that they 
didn’t produce. The text goes on to say, however, that scholars underestimated 
the ecological diversity of the Maya areas, meaning that scholars thought that the 
Maya landscape produced a smaller range of resources than it actually produced. 
Taken together, then, this information suggests that scholars assumed that 
marketplaces wouldn’t have allowed Maya people to acquire products different 
from the products they already produced: that is, if everyone produced the same 
array of crops, as scholars mistakenly believed, then there wouldn’t have been any 
need for marketplaces where people could trade those crops. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t say anything about trade 
between the Maya and people from outside the regions controlled by the Maya. 
Although scholars’ mistaken belief that the Maya lands weren’t very ecologically 
diverse would give those scholars a reason to think that the Maya didn’t have 
marketplaces, it wouldn’t lead scholars to assume that traders from outside Maya 
lands were uninterested in acquiring resources produced by the Maya. Even if 
the Maya actually did produce only a small array of resources throughout their 
lands, there is no reason to believe from the text that people outside Maya lands 
also produced these same resources and thus would have no need to trade with 
the Maya people. Choice B is incorrect because the text indicates that scholars 
underestimated the ecological diversity of the Maya lands, which suggests 
that they mistakenly believed that the Maya produced a relatively small array 
of resources throughout their territory, not that the crops the Maya produced 
varied significantly throughout the Maya lands. Although the scholars might 
have assumed that a lack of ecological diversity suggests that Maya farming 
practices were largely the same everywhere, the text does not support that they 
also assumed there was a lot of variation in the crops that Maya people produced. 
In fact, the text states that marketplaces emerge when people want to obtain 
resources they don’t already control. If it were the case that scholars assumed 
that the crops Maya people produced varied significantly, this would have led 
them to conclude that Maya people likely established marketplaces so they could 
trade for resources they didn’t already possess, not that the Maya civilization 
lacked marketplaces. Choice D is incorrect because nothing in the text suggests 
that scholars assumed that farmers wouldn’t trade their agricultural products 
unless they had already met their own needs with those products. Instead, the 
text says that scholars thought that the Maya lands produced a smaller array of 
resources than they actually did, which the text suggests led scholars to assume 
that the Maya didn’t have any need for marketplaces. The scholars’ mistaken 
belief has no bearing on the issue of whether farmers met their own needs before 
trading their products.
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QUESTION 19
Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between 
a verb and a prepositional phrase. No punctuation is needed between the verb 
“blend” and the prepositional phrase “with Charlie Adams’s delightfully catchy 
vocal melodies.” The prepositional phrase completes the idea of the sentence, 
explaining with what Koperqualuk’s guitar riffs blend. 

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the verb and 
the prepositional phrase. Choice B is incorrect because no punctuation is needed 
between the verb and the prepositional phrase. Choice C is incorrect because no 
punctuation is needed between the verb and the prepositional phrase.

QUESTION 20
Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested here is pronoun-
antecedent agreement. The singular pronoun “it” agrees in number with the 
singular antecedent “object.” 

Choice A is incorrect. The singular pronoun “this” is used to refer to a specific 
thing, but here there is no specific object being referred to. Instead, the sentence 
is referring back to a hypothetical object that Cave might use in a Soundsuit. 
Choice B is incorrect. The singular pronoun “that” is used to refer to a specific 
thing, but here there is no specific object being referred to. Instead, the sentence 
is referring back to a hypothetical object that Cave might use in a Soundsuit. 
Choice C is incorrect because the plural pronoun “these” doesn’t agree in number 
with the singular antecedent “object.”

QUESTION 21
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of verbs 
to express tense. Simple present tense verbs can be used to describe actions 
that tend to occur, including in a hypothetical or future scenario. In this case, the 
simple present tense verb “produce” indicates what the air exchange systems 
might be able to do in the future (produce oxygen for astronauts). 

Choice A is incorrect. The present progressive tense verb “are producing” 
suggests that the oxygen is currently being produced, not that it might be 
produced in the future. Choice B is incorrect because the past tense verb 
“produced” suggests that the oxygen was produced in the past, not that it might 
be produced in the future. Choice D is incorrect because the present perfect 
tense verb “have produced” suggests that the oxygen has been produced from a 
point in the past up to the present, not that it might be produced in the future.
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QUESTION 22
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is subject-verb 
agreement. The singular verb “was” agrees in number with the singular subject 
“Farouk El-Baz.” 

Choice A is incorrect because the plural verb “are” doesn’t agree in number with 
the singular subject “Farouk El-Baz.” Choice C is incorrect because the plural verb 
“have been” doesn’t agree in number with the singular subject “Farouk El-Baz.” 
Choice D is incorrect because the plural verb “were” doesn’t agree in number with 
the singular subject “Farouk El-Baz.”

QUESTION 23
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is subject-modifier 
placement. This choice makes the noun phrase “Anna Behrensmeyer” the subject 
of the sentence and places it immediately after the modifying phrase “a pioneer…
fossils.” In doing so, this choice clearly establishes that Anna Behrensmeyer— 
and not another noun in the sentence—is a pioneer in the field of taphonomy. 

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a dangling modifier. The placement 
of the noun phrase “fossils of thin-shelled organisms” immediately after the 
modifying phrase illogically suggests that the “fossils” are a pioneer in the field 
of taphonomy. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a dangling modifier. The 
placement of the pronoun “it” immediately after the modifying phrase illogically 
suggests that “it” is a pioneer in the field of taphonomy. Choice D is incorrect 
because it results in a dangling modifier. The placement of the noun phrase “a 
2005 analysis” immediately after the modifying phrase illogically suggests that “a 
2005 analysis” is a pioneer in the field of taphonomy.

QUESTION 24
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between 
a subject and a verb. No punctuation is needed when the subject of a sentence 
is immediately followed by a main verb. In this case, the sentence’s subject (“the 
innovative works of Congolese sculptor and architect Bodys Isek Kingelez”) is 
followed by the main verb “were featured,” and no punctuation should come 
between them. 

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the subject and 
the verb. Choice B is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the 
subject and the verb. Choice D is incorrect because no punctuation is needed 
between the subject and the verb.
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QUESTION 25
Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use 
between sentences. In this choice, the period is used correctly to mark the 
boundary between one sentence (“The poem…exclamation”) and another 
sentence that begins with a supplementary element (“Translated…poem”). The 
supplementary element “translated as ‘hark!’ or ‘listen!’ in some versions” modifies 
the subject of the second sentence, “the word” (referring to hwæt). 

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice after “exclamation.” 
A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between sentences. 
Choice B is incorrect. Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction “and” can’t 
be used in this way to join sentences. Choice C is incorrect because it results in 
a comma splice after “versions.” A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the 
boundary between sentences.

QUESTION 26
Choice C is the best answer. “Next” logically signals that the egg laying in this 
sentence is the next step in the sequence of events described in the other 
sentences. 

Choice A is incorrect because “by contrast” illogically signals that the egg laying 
in this sentence contrasts with the nest digging in the previous sentence. Instead, 
the egg laying follows the nest digging as the next step in the sequence of events. 
Choice B is incorrect because “similarly” illogically signals that the egg laying in 
this sentence is similar to the nest digging in the previous sentence. Though the 
two actions are related, they are not similar. Instead, the egg laying follows the 
nest digging as the next step in the sequence of events. Choice D is incorrect 
because “for example” illogically signals that the egg laying in this sentence is 
an example of the nest digging in the previous sentence. Instead, the egg laying 
follows the nest digging as the next step in the sequence of events.

QUESTION 27
Choice C is the best answer. “For this reason” logically signals that the behavior 
described in this sentence is a consequence of the information about seals in the 
previous sentence. That is, a seal moves its flippers as little as possible during a 
deep dive because it needs to keep its heart rate low enough that it does not run 
out of oxygen. 

Choice A is incorrect because “in the first place” illogically signals that this 
sentence is the first point in a discussion. Instead, the sentence describes a 
behavior that is a consequence of the previous information about seals. Choice B 
is incorrect because “on the other hand” illogically signals that the behavior 
described in this sentence contrasts with the previous information about seals. 
Instead, it is a consequence of that information. Choice D is incorrect because 
“in comparison” illogically signals that the behavior described in this sentence 
is being compared to the previous information about seals. Instead, it is a 
consequence of that information.
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QUESTION 28
Choice C is the best answer. “In addition” logically signals that Naff’s artifact 
collecting was separate from, and in addition to, her interviewing. 

Choice A is incorrect because “in other words” illogically signals that the information 
about Naff’s artifact collecting restates the previous information about her 
interviewing. Instead, Naff collected artifacts in addition to conducting interviews. 
Choice B is incorrect because “on the contrary” illogically signals that Naff’s artifact 
collecting was contrary to her interviewing. Instead, Naff collected artifacts in 
addition to conducting interviews. Choice D is incorrect because “today” illogically 
signals that Naff’s artifact collecting is occurring in the present day. Instead, this 
activity occurred in the past, as indicated by the past tense verb “collected.”

QUESTION 29
Choice A is the best answer. The sentence emphasizes how harsh the conditions 
in the tundra can be, noting that the winters are especially harsh and describing 
the average temperatures as “frigid.” 

Choice B is incorrect because the sentence explains that some animals can 
survive harsh tundra winters; it doesn’t emphasize how harsh the conditions can 
be. Choice C is incorrect because the sentence specifies how many different 
kinds of plants can live in the tundra; it doesn’t emphasize how harsh the 
conditions in the tundra can be. Choice D is incorrect because the sentence 
explains that both plants and animals can survive in the tundra; it doesn’t 
emphasize how harsh the conditions in the tundra can be.

QUESTION 30
Choice D is the best answer. The sentence contrasts Minnesota’s definition of a 
lake with Wisconsin’s, explaining that Minnesota’s definition (which takes size into 
account) is more restrictive than Wisconsin’s definition (which doesn’t). 

Choice A is incorrect. While the sentence notes that Wisconsin’s definition of a 
lake doesn’t take size into account, it doesn’t contrast Minnesota’s definition with 
Wisconsin’s. Choice B is incorrect. The sentence states that Wisconsin’s definition 
of a lake is different from Minnesota’s, but it doesn’t clarify how they differ. In other 
words, it doesn’t contrast Minnesota’s definition with Wisconsin’s. Choice C is 
incorrect. The sentence indicates how many lakes Wisconsin has according to 
Minnesota’s definition of a lake, but it doesn’t clarify how the states’ definitions 
differ. In other words, it doesn’t contrast Minnesota’s definition with Wisconsin’s.
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QUESTION 31
Choice D is the best answer. The sentence makes and supports a generalization 
about the effect of redesigning a city flag, noting that redesigning a city flag 
can create a meaningful symbol of civic pride, as was the case when the city of 
Pocatello redesigned its flag. 

Choice A is incorrect because the sentence explains that many US cities have 
redesigned their flags and provides an example; it doesn’t make and support a 
generalization about the effect of redesigning a city flag. Choice B is incorrect 
because the sentence provides an example of a city that redesigned its flag; it 
doesn’t make and support a generalization about the effect of redesigning a city 
flag. Choice C is incorrect because the sentence emphasizes why the flag of 
Pocatello was redesigned; it doesn’t make and support a generalization about the 
effect of redesigning a city flag.

QUESTION 32
Choice B is the best answer. The sentence describes the distinctive style of 
Houser’s sculptures, explaining that the sculptures use abstract, modernist forms 
to depict Native American figures. 

Choice A is incorrect. While the sentence indicates that Houser developed a 
distinctive style for portraying Native American figures, it doesn’t describe this 
style. Choice C is incorrect. While the sentence states that other artists have 
been influenced by the style of Houser’s sculptures, it doesn’t describe this style. 
Choice D is incorrect. While the sentence mentions the name of a sculpture that’s 
a well-known example of Houser’s style, it doesn’t describe the sculpture’s style.

QUESTION 33
Choice A is the best answer. The sentence specifies why historians believe Abele 
designed most of Duke’s campus buildings, noting that most of the buildings 
feature architectural styles that Abele had studied. 

Choice B is incorrect. While the sentence explains that historians believe Abele 
designed most of Duke’s campus buildings, it doesn’t specify why historians 
hold that belief. Choice C is incorrect because the sentence emphasizes the 
architectural styles of Duke’s campus buildings; it doesn’t specify why historians 
believe Abele designed the buildings. Choice D is incorrect. While the sentence 
explains that Abele is believed to have designed most of the buildings on Duke’s 
campus, it doesn’t specify why historians believe that he designed the buildings.
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