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Reading and Writing
Module 2 
(33 questions)

QUESTION 1
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of oysters and ocean recordings. As used in this context, “responsive” 
means reacting positively. The text presents a finding and describes it as 
suggesting that healthy ocean sounds may encourage oyster larvae to establish 
a reef (a permanent home): groups of oyster larvae that heard recorded sounds 
of a healthy oyster reef were two times more likely to show signs of forming their 
own reef than groups that heard different ocean recordings were. This context 
conveys that the groups that heard healthy reef sounds had a more positive 
reaction than the other groups did—that is, they were the most responsive.

Choice B is incorrect because the text doesn’t indicate that hearing sounds of a 
healthy oyster reef caused some groups of oyster larvae to become “inactive,” 
or to stop engaging in work or activity. Instead, the text conveys that the groups 
that heard those sounds were observed engaging in activity: they were two times 
more likely to create a reef (a permanent home) than groups that heard different 
ocean sounds were. Choice C is incorrect because describing the groups of 
oyster larvae that heard sounds of a healthy oyster reef as most “liked,” or 
regarded with pleasure, wouldn’t make sense in context. The text focuses on the 
idea that a study found that healthy reef sounds may encourage groups of oyster 
larvae to form reefs (permanent homes), not on the idea that some of the groups 
in the study were liked more than others. Choice D is incorrect because the text 
doesn’t indicate that hearing sounds of a healthy oyster reef caused some groups 
of oyster larvae to be “distressed,” or to experience difficulty or begin to decline. 
Instead, the text indicates that the sounds increased the likelihood that groups of 
larvae would establish a reef (a permanent home), suggesting that the sounds had 
a positive effect on the larvae.
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QUESTION 2
Choice A is the best answer because as used in the text, “featured” most nearly 
means displayed. The text describes Nina’s fascination with a framed photograph. 
It then goes on to describe what the photograph showed, or displayed, which is 
a portrait of Nina’s great-great-grandmother Rosita as a young woman. Thus, the 
text indicates that the photograph displayed a portrait of Rosita.

Choice B is incorrect because the text identifies the person shown in the 
photograph as Nina’s great-great-grandmother; it gives no indication that the 
contents of the photograph were questioned, or asked about. Choice C is 
incorrect because approved means expressed a favorable opinion of, and there’s 
nothing to suggest that the photograph of Nina’s great-great-grandmother has 
received approval or been viewed favorably, only that Nina is unable to stop 
looking at it. Choice D is incorrect because nothing in the text suggests that the 
photograph Nina is fascinated with ignored, or refused to take notice of, Nina’s 
great-great-grandmother Rosita. Rather, the text indicates that the photograph 
was a portrait of Rosita.

QUESTION 3
Choice D is the best answer because as used in the text, “specific” most nearly 
means particular. The text is referring to the particular view of the Port of 
Oakland as seen from a subway train as it rises from underground. This specific, 
or particular, view has always been special to Moss, a lifetime resident of West 
Oakland.

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text itself is a work of fiction, the view is 
something Moss can point out to his companions on the train, so the view itself 
is presumably not imaginary. Choice B is incorrect. Although this view of the 
Port of Oakland is significant to Moss, nothing in the text describes the view as 
particularly energetic as opposed to calming, for example. Choice C is incorrect. 
The point of the text is that the view of the Port of Oakland from the subway train 
as it rises from underground is significant to Moss, not whether it is described as 
being correct, which the text does not address.

QUESTION 4
Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of manul cats. The text states that manul cats live in “out-of-the-way 
parts of Asia” (citing the famously remote Mount Everest as an example) and 
indicates that it is difficult to research the cats because of the location of their 
habitats. By emphasizing that the habitats are remote in relation to humans, the 
text conveys that being “distant from,” or far from, large groups of humans makes 
manul cats challenging to study.

Choice A is incorrect because saying that the habitats of manul cats are “full of 
large populations of humans” would indicate that the cats cohabitate with many 
humans, which would directly contradict the text’s claim that the cats live in “out-
of-the-way” areas. Choice B is incorrect because the missing words describe 
an aspect of manul cats’ habitats, or the areas where they live, and it wouldn’t 
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make sense to say that areas could be “drawn to,” or attracted by, large groups of 
humans. Choice C is incorrect. In this context, “responsible for” would mean either 
having an obligation to care for something or being the cause of something, and 
it wouldn’t make sense to say that the habitats of manul cats (the areas where the 
cats live) would need to care for humans or that the habitats somehow created 
large human populations.

QUESTION 5
Choice A is the best answer because as used in the text, “sheltering” most 
nearly means protective. In the text, the speaker describes a painting featuring a 
female figure. The speaker ultimately confesses to falling in love with the woman 
in the painting, who has “stole[n] away” the speaker’s heart, but first the speaker 
describes elements of the painting’s setting. These include sterile soil, barren 
fields with “no ray / Of hope in a blade of green”—a description that conveys 
a mood of melancholy and forlornness, possibly reflecting the speaker’s own 
sadness at falling in love with an image that can’t return the speaker’s love. The 
text continues by stating that there’s no “sheltering roof” in the painting, even 
though the “skies are heavy and gray,” showing signs of an impending storm. 
Generally, a roof’s intended purpose is to provide protection from the elements, 
and in this context, a roof would offer shelter and protection from the gathering 
storm.

Choice B is incorrect because nothing in the text suggests that a roof would be 
restrictive—that is, that it would limit or restrain something in some way. Although 
a roof would provide some cover from stormy winds and rain, it wouldn’t limit the 
wind and rain, only deflect them. Choice C is incorrect because there’s nothing in 
the text to suggest that if a “sheltering roof” were present in the painting, it would 
be affectionate, or loving and tender. In the text, the immediate context in which 
the word “sheltering” appears refers to the absence of a roof that would provide 
protection from the oncoming storm depicted in the painting, not to the idea that 
such a shelter would be loving and tender if it were present. Choice D is incorrect 
because in this context, suspicious would mean questionable or dubious, and 
there’s nothing in the text to suggest that if any roofs were present in the painting, 
they would be questionable or cause any suspicion.

QUESTION 6
Choice C is the best answer because it best describes how the underlined 
sentence functions in the text as a whole. The text begins with a question: have 
penguins always been unable to fly? The underlined sentence then presents an 
answer that has been offered by researchers, indicating that Theresa Cole and 
her team believe that penguins were once able to fly but lost that ability long ago 
as they began living in the sea. The text then describes the research that led to 
that answer. Thus, the function of the underlined sentence is to provide an answer 
to the question in the previous sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because none of the terms used in the sentence that 
follows are defined in the underlined sentence; no definitions are given at all. 
Instead, the sentence presents Theresa Cole and her team’s answer to the earlier 



	 19	 PSAT 8/9 PRACTICE TEST #2 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS

PSAT 8/9 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS n READING AND WRITING: MODULE 2

question about penguins’ ability to fly. Choice B is incorrect because there is no 
contradiction between the underlined sentence and the sentence that follows 
since both convey that at some point penguins underwent adaptations that 
limited their ability to fly and helped them swim and live in the sea. Instead of 
contradicting later information, the underlined sentence presents an answer to 
the earlier question about penguins’ ability to fly. Choice D is incorrect because 
the question in the previous sentence is about penguins’ ability to fly and the 
underlined sentence presents Theresa Cole and her team’s answer to that 
question based on their research into penguin flight, which is described in the rest 
of the text.

QUESTION 7
Choice A is the best answer because it most accurately describes the function of 
the underlined sentence. The sentence indicates that scientists used time-lapse 
photography during both day and night to detect pollinators visiting red clover. 
Therefore, the underlined sentence has the function of describing an approach 
scientists used in the pollinator study discussed in the text.

Choice B is incorrect because the underlined sentence discusses equipment the 
scientists used to conduct their study, and the text provides nothing to suggest 
these elements of their experimental design could, by themselves, question 
claims resulting from the study. Choice C is incorrect because nothing in either 
the underlined sentence or the rest of the text addresses whether moths have 
a preference for red clover or any other flowers. Choice D is incorrect. Although 
the sentences that follow the underlined sentence discuss research findings, 
nothing in the text suggests that these findings were unexpected. Moreover, the 
underlined sentence describes part of the scientists’ experimental design (day 
and night time-lapse photography), not a finding of the scientists’ study.

QUESTION 8
Choice D is the best answer because it most accurately states the text’s main 
purpose. The text indicates that Louis always had his petition with him, asked 
everyone he encountered to sign it if they hadn’t already, and lists several comical 
circumstances in which he might try to get someone to sign. Thus, the main 
purpose of the text is to illustrate Louis’s dedicated focus on getting people to 
sign the petition.

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text suggests that Louis was aggressive 
in seeking signatures for the petition—for example, saying that he “cornered” 
people—nothing in the text addresses how those people feel toward Louis, let 
alone that they are refusing his request. Choice B is incorrect because, other than 
portraying Louis’s commitment to gathering signatures, the text doesn’t discuss 
community members’ attitudes toward Louis or the petition. Choice C is incorrect 
because the text never mentions the attitudes of the people Louis approaches 
toward the petition, but the text does indicate that he “cornered” prospective 
signatories, strongly suggesting that their enthusiasm was neither needed nor 
considered.
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QUESTION 9
Choice B is the best answer because it best states the main purpose of the 
text, which is to make a case for the importance of Scott Joplin’s less famous 
works. The text begins by introducing Joplin’s most popular works and then 
goes on to assert that gaining a full understanding of Joplin’s creativity requires 
a consideration of his lesser-known pieces as well. The text concludes by 
characterizing the lesser-known works “Pleasant Moments” and Treemonisha as 
masterpieces that deserve to be famous. These details indicate that the text’s 
main purpose is to argue that more attention should be given to Joplin’s lesser- 
known works.

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text discusses some of the ragtime music and 
an opera that Joplin composed, it does not compare the two types of music in 
general. Instead, the text argues that Joplin’s lesser-known works, including his 
opera, deserve as much attention as his more famous ragtime pieces receive. 
Choice C is incorrect because the text discusses only Joplin’s music and 
does not ask music lovers to listen to a variety of composers. Instead, the text 
encourages listeners to pay attention to Joplin’s lesser-known works in order to 
gain a full understanding of his creativity. Choice D is incorrect because the text 
does not discuss how Joplin learned to compose and perform ragtime music. 
Instead, the text focuses on Joplin’s less famous works and makes a case for their 
importance.

QUESTION 10
Choice B is the best answer because it presents a question that the text is 
attempting to answer: why has the pronoun “y’all” become more widely used in 
the US? The text begins by explaining where and how the plural pronoun “y’all” 
originated and then goes on to state that its use has been rising in popularity, 
even in areas outside of its place of origin. The text then attributes this rise in 
popularity to the fact that many varieties of English do not have a pronoun to 
address more than one person, and thus “you” must function as both a singular 
and plural pronoun.

Choice A is incorrect because while the text states that “y’all” is used as a plural 
of “you” in English, it does not discuss other plural forms of the word. Choice C 
is incorrect because while the text discusses the general origins of the pronoun 
“y’all,” it does not state when the use of the pronoun was first recorded in the 
English language. Choice D is incorrect because though the text addresses the 
use of the pronoun “y’all” within English-speaking communities in the US, it does 
not address its use outside of that geographic area.

QUESTION 11
Choice A is the best answer because it most effectively uses data from the 
graph to complete the statement. The graph shows test results for two new 
battery recycling processes used with two types of lithium-ion batteries, type A 
and type B. According to the graph, recycling process 2 recovered the highest 
percentage of lithium in the tests: recovering about 75% from lithium-ion battery 
type B.
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Choice B is incorrect because, according to the graph, the highest percentage 
of lithium recovered in the tests was 75%, not 10%. In fact, none of the tests 
recovered exactly 10% of lithium from a recycling process. Choice C is incorrect 
because, according to the graph, the highest percentage of lithium recovered 
in the tests was 75%, not 45%. In fact, none of the tests recovered exactly 45% 
of lithium from a recycling process. Choice D is incorrect because, according to 
the graph, the highest percentage of lithium recovered in the tests was 75%, not 
20%. In fact, none of the tests recovered exactly 20% of lithium from a recycling 
process.

QUESTION 12
Choice C is the best answer because it effectively uses data from the table 
to complete the example of the estimated impact of invasive mongooses on 
threatened mammals. The table shows the values for the estimated harmful 
impact of three invasive predator species (mongooses, dogs, and cats) on 
threatened birds, mammals, and reptiles. The text states that the values are on 
a scale from 0.25 (less impact) to 1.00 (greater impact). The table shows that the 
value for the estimated impact of invasive mongooses on threatened mammals 
is 0.75.

Choice A is incorrect because the table shows that the value for the estimated 
impact of mongooses on threatened mammals is 0.75, not 0.35. The value 
0.35 is not assigned to any of the categories in the table. Choice B is incorrect 
because the table shows that 0.61 is the value for the estimated impact of cats, 
not mongooses, on threatened mammals. Choice D is incorrect because the 
table shows that 0.52 is the value for the estimated impact of cats on threatened 
reptiles, not of mongooses on threatened mammals.

QUESTION 13
Choice A is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
support the researchers’ claim about the diets of jaguars in the Brazilian Pantanal. 
The text notes that jaguars generally eat land-based mammals, but researchers 
claim that jaguars in the Pantanal can survive on a diet that includes more fish and 
aquatic reptiles than mammals. Finding that the remains of aquatic reptiles and 
fish appear more often in these jaguars’ waste than the remains of mammals do 
would support the researchers’ claim, since it would suggest that fish and aquatic 
reptiles are a more significant part of the jaguars’ diet than mammals are.

Choice B is incorrect because finding that a particular aquatic reptile exists in 
high numbers in the area would not support the researchers’ claim about the 
jaguars’ diet. The mere presence of many aquatic reptiles nearby does not mean 
that the jaguars eat those reptiles, let alone survive on more aquatic reptiles and 
fish than mammals. Choice C is incorrect. Although finding that aquatic reptiles 
and fish can provide nutrients that land mammals typically do not provide could 
help explain why some animals eat those reptiles and fish, it would not indicate 
whether the jaguars in particular eat those reptiles and fish and thus would not 
support the researchers’ claim. Choice D is incorrect because finding that when 
preying on mammals, jaguars prefer semiaquatic mammals, such as capybaras, 
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would be irrelevant to the researchers’ claim that the jaguars can survive on a diet 
of more fish and aquatic reptiles than mammals. The type of mammals the jaguars 
tend to eat does not indicate anything about whether fish and aquatic reptiles are 
part of the jaguars’ diet.

QUESTION 14
Choice B is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
most directly support Pirotta and her team’s claim that East Australian humpback 
whales may not live only on stored energy during migration. The text explains that 
it has long been thought that East Australian humpback whales store extra energy 
during the feeding season and then use that energy to survive while traveling 
to their breeding grounds. If it were true that citizen scientists have often seen 
the whales feeding as they migrate to the breeding grounds, that would indicate 
that the whales sometimes feed and take in additional energy during the journey, 
meaning that they may not rely only on energy they stored before migrating.

Choice A is incorrect because finding that citizen scientists have observed 
many different types of marine animals feeding alongside the whales would 
have no bearing on the team’s claim; the behavior of other animals is irrelevant, 
and without indicating the timing of the observed feeding, the finding wouldn’t 
reveal whether the whales rely only on previously stored energy or ever take in 
additional energy during migration. Choice C is incorrect because finding that 
citizen scientists have more often observed whales on the way to their breeding 
grounds than returning to their feeding grounds would have no bearing on the 
team’s claim. Since it would provide information about the timing of observations 
but not about the whales’ observed activities, the finding wouldn’t reveal whether 
the whales rely only on previously stored energy or ever take in additional energy 
during migration. Choice D is incorrect because finding that citizen scientists 
have recently started seeing the whales migrate to their breeding grounds earlier 
in the year would have no bearing on the team’s claim. Since it would provide 
information about a change in the timing of migration but not about the whales’ 
observed activities while migrating, the finding wouldn’t reveal whether the whales 
rely only on previously stored energy or ever take in additional energy during 
migration.

QUESTION 15
Choice C is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
most directly support Vikash V. Gayah’s claim that eliminating the option to 
turn left at busy intersections would improve traffic flow and reduce overall 
travel times. The text begins by describing a problem encountered by drivers in 
countries with right-hand traffic—namely that drivers wanting to make a left turn 
must wait for either gaps in oncoming traffic or for designated left-turn signals 
before proceeding. The resulting backup of vehicles causes increased traffic 
congestion at busy intersections that slows overall travel times. According to 
Gayah, eliminating left turns from busy intersections in urban areas would ease 
the congestion caused by vehicles waiting to turn left. If vehicles spend less time 
waiting at intersections for left turns, faster overall travel times would result even 
if some drivers would have to drive slightly longer distances to make the desired 
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left turn. Drivers for package-delivery companies, who presumably spend most 
of the day driving to destinations across the city in which they are based, would 
likely provide a good indication of overall traffic patterns across the city. A finding 
that after a city had eliminated left turns at busy intersections, package-delivery 
companies were able to complete more daily deliveries on average—which 
implies faster travel times between package destinations—would therefore 
support the claim that overall travel times would decrease if left turns were 
eliminated at busy intersections.

Choice A is incorrect because a finding that a majority of survey respondents 
agreed with the statement that implementing left-turn signals at all busy 
intersections made navigating streets in their communities easier wouldn’t 
support the claim that eliminating the option to turn left altogether at some 
busy intersections—both with and without dedicated left-turn signals—would 
improve the flow of traffic and overall traffic times. In fact, the text emphasizes 
that designated left-turn signals contribute to increased congestion because 
they require drivers to wait to turn left, which results in a backup of vehicles. 
Installing such signals at all busy intersections would thus potentially compound 
the problem of congestion, not improve it. Moreover, although making streets 
easier for drivers to navigate might indicate that left-turn signals are beneficial 
to drivers, it doesn’t indicate that overall travel times would necessarily be 
reduced. Choice B is incorrect because a study concluding that drivers wait 
longer to make left turns at intersections without dedicated left-turn signals than 
at intersections with such signals wouldn’t support the claim that eliminating 
the option to turn left altogether would reduce overall travel times. In fact, the 
finding would merely support the idea that installing left-turn signals would likely 
reduce the time drivers spend waiting at busy intersections that didn’t previously 
have left-turn signals, not that overall travel times would be reduced. Choice D is 
incorrect because the finding that after a restriction eliminating left turns at most 
intersections took effect, school buses took longer to complete their routes than 
they did before the restriction was implemented would contradict rather than 
support the researcher’s claim that eliminating left turns would reduce overall 
travel times.

QUESTION 16
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically follows from the text’s 
point about zines today. The text describes zines as a form of expression that 
goes back to the 1920s and asserts that “this old form persists.” The text then 
indicates that multiple zines exist in the US today and that they are popular 
enough to support annual festivals, a point that suggests that people continue to 
view zines as a meaningful form of expression.

Choice A is incorrect because the text’s point about current interest in zines in 
the US doesn’t logically suggest that zine creators can reach a larger audience 
by posting online. The text indicates that zines have long had an audience, and 
there’s no indication that online posts have caused that audience to grow; there’s 
no mention of zine creators’ use of the internet at all. Choice C is incorrect 
because the idea that zine creators can explore new art forms—while objectively 
true—isn’t logically connected to the text’s discussion of zines as an existing 
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form of expression (one that often includes art) or the point that zines are still 
popular enough in the US to support annual festivals. Choice D is incorrect 
because the point that zines are popular enough in the US today to support 
annual festivals doesn’t logically suggest that zines present mainstream culture 
(or are themselves mainstream); moreover, the text states that zine creators often 
“challenge mainstream culture.”

QUESTION 17
Choice B is the best answer. The text describes a study examining the 
relationship between a species of parasitic tapeworm, A. brevis, and its host 
insect, the T. nylanderi ant. According to the text, researchers were surprised to 
find that the tapeworm extends the life of its ant host, rather than reducing it. The 
text goes on to state that the infected ants end up doing less work to sustain the 
colony and that as a result, the uninfected ants take on the infected ants’ share of 
labor in addition to caring for them in their infected state. The study’s researchers 
also observed that the uninfected ants have shorter lifespans than expected. If 
the infected ants, who are doing less work in the colony, have longer lifespans, 
it can be inferred that the less an ant works, the longer it will live. The opposite 
of this statement can also be inferred: the more an ant works, the shorter its 
life. So, since the workload within the colony is being redistributed so that the 
infected ants work less while the uninfected ants work more (as they take on the 
neglected duties of the infected ants and also care for those ants), then it can be 
inferred that the lifespans of the uninfected ants are shortened because the need 
to compensate for reduced contributions within the colony while also caring for 
infected workers is burdensome to the uninfected workers.

Choice A is incorrect because the text does not indicate how A. brevis is 
transmitted to the ants or assert that uninfected ants are more likely to be directly 
exposed to A. brevis while caring for infected ants. Choice C is incorrect because 
the text makes no mention of the relative abilities of infected and uninfected 
ants to escape predators: in fact, predators are not mentioned in the text at all. 
Choice D is incorrect because the text does not supply any information about the 
average lifespans of the ants in colonies without parasitic activity; the text only 
indicates factors that lengthen and shorten the lifespans of ants in parasitized 
colonies.

QUESTION 18
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of artificial light at night (ALAN) and the common clownfish 
(A. ocellaris). The text indicates that researchers found that when A. ocellaris is 
exposed to low levels of ALAN, spawning frequency and egg fertilization aren’t 
significantly affected but hatching is completely inhibited—that is, the eggs never 
hatch. Therefore, if A. ocellaris were to settle only in regions where the fish would 
be regularly exposed to low levels of ALAN, their eggs would stop hatching and 
their reproductive success would be at risk.

Choice A is incorrect because the text indicates that exposure to low levels of 
ALAN had no significant effect on egg fertilization for A. ocellaris, so there’s no 
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reason to expect there would be any significant difference in rates of successful 
egg fertilization between areas with low levels of ALAN and areas without ALAN. 
Choice C is incorrect because the text doesn’t discuss the particular effects of 
low levels of ALAN on any species of coral reef fish besides A. ocellaris. For this 
reason, there’s no support in the text for the idea that the reproductive success 
of A. ocellaris is more greatly affected by the presence of low levels of ALAN 
than the reproductive success of other species of coral reef fish is. Choice D is 
incorrect. The text does indicate that A. ocellaris incubation was most strongly 
affected by low levels of ALAN, but it doesn’t indicate that there was a greater 
effect on spawning frequency than on egg fertilization; in fact, the text states that 
there was no significant effect on either.

QUESTION 19
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use 
between a preposition and its complement. No punctuation is needed between 
the preposition “of” and its complement “all the elements on the periodic table.” 
The complement completes the meaning of the preposition in the phrase 
“the highest melting point of all the elements on the periodic table,“ and using 
punctuation to separate the complement from the preposition results in an 
ungrammatical sentence.

Choice B is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the preposition 
and its complement. Choice C is incorrect because no punctuation is needed 
between the preposition and its complement. Choice D is incorrect because no 
punctuation is needed between the preposition and its complement.

QUESTION 20
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination 
of main clauses within a sentence. This choice correctly uses a comma and the 
coordinating conjunction “but” to join the first main clause (“Scientists...time”) and 
the second main clause (“the Lund...otherwise”).

Choice A is incorrect because when coordinating two longer main clauses such 
as these, it’s conventional to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction. 
Choice C is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction 
following it, a comma can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses. Choice D 
is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are 
fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction.

QUESTION 21
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of verb forms 
within a sentence. A main clause requires a finite (tensed) verb to perform the 
action of the subject (in this case, “yellow”), and this choice supplies the present 
tense verb “is considered” to indicate that yellow is considered a complementary 
color to blue in modern color theory.

Choice B is incorrect because it results in an ungrammatical sentence. The 
nonfinite participle “having been considered” doesn’t supply the main clause 
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with a finite verb. Choice C is incorrect because it results in an ungrammatical 
sentence. The nonfinite to-infinitive “to be considered” doesn’t supply the 
main clause with a finite verb. Choice D is incorrect because it results in an 
ungrammatical sentence. The nonfinite participle “being considered” doesn’t 
supply the main clause with a finite verb.

QUESTION 22
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of verbs 
to express tense in a sentence. In this choice, the past tense verb “was,” used 
in conjunction with the prepositional phrase “from outside the United States,” 
correctly indicates that in the 1860s nearly 30% of the population in Los Angeles 
wasn’t from the US.

Choice A is incorrect because the present progressive tense verb “is being” 
doesn’t indicate that the claim about Los Angeles’s population refers to the 
population back in the 1860s. Choice C is incorrect because the present tense 
verb “is” doesn’t indicate that the claim about Los Angeles’s population refers to 
the population back in the 1860s. Choice D is incorrect because the future tense 
verb “will be” doesn’t indicate that the claim about Los Angeles’s population refers 
to the population back in the 1860s.

QUESTION 23
Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use 
between a preposition and its complement. No punctuation is needed between 
the preposition “by” and its complement “Native Hawaiians.” The complement 
completes the meaning of the preposition in the phrase “proudly embodied by 
Native Hawaiians,” and any punctuation within it results in an ungrammatical 
sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the preposition 
and its complement. Choice B is incorrect because no punctuation is needed 
between the preposition and its complement. Choice C is incorrect because no 
punctuation is needed between the preposition and its complement.

QUESTION 24
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is end-of-sentence 
punctuation. This choice correctly uses a period to punctuate a declarative 
sentence (“the reed of a wind instrument is the mouthpiece”) that ends with a 
prepositional phrase (“where sound is made”).

Choice A is incorrect. It’s unconventional to use a question mark to punctuate 
a declarative sentence. Choice B is incorrect. The structure requires that the 
sentence continue as a declarative clause, not end with an interrogative clause. 
Choice D is incorrect. The structure requires that the sentence continue as a 
declarative clause and end with a period, not end with an interrogative clause and 
a question mark.
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QUESTION 25
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of 
main clauses within a sentence. This choice correctly uses a comma before the 
coordinating conjunction “but” to join the first main clause (“This bat-and-ball 
game was derived from cricket”) and the second main clause (“kilikiti differs from 
cricket in a few key ways”).

Choice A is incorrect. When coordinating two main clauses such as these, it’s 
not conventional to use a colon in this way after the coordinating conjunction. 
Choice B is incorrect. When coordinating two main clauses such as these, it’s 
not conventional to use a comma in this way after the coordinating conjunction. 
Choice D is incorrect. When coordinating two main clauses such as these, it’s not 
conventional to use a comma in this way after the coordinating conjunction.

QUESTION 26
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of verb forms 
within a sentence. The nonfinite present participle “ensuring” is correctly used 
to form a supplementary element that modifies the main clause “Okie-Tex takes 
place in an area with low light pollution,” describing the viewing conditions of the 
star party.

Choice B is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. The pronoun “this” 
and the finite future tense verb “will ensure” would add an additional main clause 
to this sentence, and the comma after “pollution” can’t be used in this way to join 
two main clauses. Choice C is incorrect because it results in an ungrammatical 
sentence. The finite present tense verb “ensures” can’t be used in this way to 
form a supplementary element to modify the main clause. Choice D is incorrect 
because it results in a comma splice. The pronoun “it” and the finite present tense 
verb “ensures” would add an additional main clause to this sentence, and the 
comma after “pollution” can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses.

QUESTION 27
Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of 
punctuation within and between sentences. In this choice, the colon correctly 
introduces the name of the instrument (the flute) that novel audio technologies 
allowed to be added to jazz and swing. In addition, the period is used to correctly 
mark the boundary between one sentence (“In…flute”) and another (“A relatively…
greats”).

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be 
used in this way to join two main clauses (“In…quiet instrument” and “its…greats”). 
Choice B is incorrect. In standard English, it’s unconventional to form a sentence 
in this way with two uncoordinated subjects (“the flute” and “its full range of 
sound”), and the lack of a clear main subject results in an awkwardly constructed 
and confusing sentence. Choice C is incorrect. In standard English, it’s 
unconventional to form an independent clause in this way with two uncoordinated 
subjects (“the flute” and “its full range of sound”), and the lack of a clear main 
subject results in an awkwardly constructed and confusing clause.
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QUESTION 28
Choice D is the best answer. “However” logically signals that the information in 
this sentence about butterfly species—that some have colorless, transparent 
wings—contrasts with the previous information about butterfly species with bold, 
colorful wings.

Choice A is incorrect because “similarly” illogically signals that the information 
in this sentence is similar to the previous information about butterfly species. 
Instead, it contrasts with the previous information. Choice B is incorrect because 
“previously” illogically signals that this sentence describes an event that occurred 
before another event. Instead, the sentence provides information about butterfly 
species that contrasts with the information in the first sentence. Choice C is 
incorrect because “in other words” illogically signals that the information in 
this sentence is a paraphrase or restatement of the previous information about 
butterfly species. Instead, it contrasts with the previous information.

QUESTION 29
Choice D is the best answer. “Next” logically signals that the information in this 
sentence—which explains how Celado builds the pot’s walls—is the next step 
in Celado’s pot creation process. The sentences that follow further signal this 
information by completing the process.

Choice A is incorrect because “for example” illogically signals that the information 
about Celado building pot walls in this sentence exemplifies the information in the 
previous sentence about how Celado’s pot creation process begins. Instead, it is 
the next step in this process. Choice B is incorrect because “however” illogically 
signals that the information in this sentence contrasts with the information in 
the previous sentence about how Celado’s pot creation process begins. Instead, 
it is the next step in this process. Choice C is incorrect because “by contrast” 
illogically signals that the information in this sentence contrasts with the 
information in the previous sentence about how Celado’s pot creation process 
begins. Instead, it is the next step in this process.

QUESTION 30
Choice D is the best answer. “Finally” logically signals that the information in 
this sentence—that scientists found evidence that chondrules were formed by 
shock waves in nearby nebulae—indicates a conclusion to the scientific debate 
mentioned in the previous sentences.

Choice A is incorrect because “for example” illogically signals that the information 
about the evidence for chondrule formation in this sentence exemplifies the 
information about the scientific debate regarding chondrule formation in the 
previous sentences. Instead, it indicates a conclusion to the debate. Choice B 
is incorrect because “therefore” illogically signals that the information in this 
sentence is a result of the previous information about the scientific debate 
regarding chondrule formation. Instead, it indicates a conclusion to the debate. 
Choice C is incorrect because “similarly” illogically signals that the information 
that follows is similar to the information about the scientific debate regarding 
chondrule formation in the previous sentences. Instead, it indicates a conclusion 
to the debate.
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QUESTION 31
Choice D is the best answer. The sentence describes Fung’s location in Kang’s 
photograph, noting that Fung is seated on the floor. Additionally, because the 
sentence is intended for an audience already familiar with the artists, it omits the 
artists’ first names and other biographical information about them.

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence indicates that Fung appears in Kang’s 
photograph; it doesn’t describe Fung’s location in Kang’s photograph. Choice B 
is incorrect. The sentence identifies Kang and where she is based; it doesn’t 
describe Fung’s location in Kang’s photograph. Choice C is incorrect. The 
sentence describes the background of Kang’s photograph; it doesn’t describe 
Fung’s location in Kang’s photograph.

QUESTION 32
Choice A is the best answer. The sentence effectively introduces the Slow Food 
movement to a new audience, explaining that the movement, which was founded 
in 1989, promotes universal access to high-quality and healthy food that is 
produced sustainably by workers who are treated fairly.

Choice B is incorrect. While the sentence indicates when the international Slow 
Food movement and the Slow Food USA organization were founded, it doesn’t 
effectively introduce the movement to a new audience. Choice C is incorrect. 
While the sentence notes that the Slow Food movement includes advocacy for 
food production workers, it doesn’t effectively introduce the movement to a new 
audience. Choice D is incorrect. While the sentence describes some of the goals 
of the Slow Food movement, it doesn’t effectively introduce the movement to a 
new audience.

QUESTION 33
Choice D is the best answer. The sentence provides an example of an air mass: 
the cA, or continental arctic, air mass.

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence provides a general definition of air masses; 
it doesn’t provide an example of a specific air mass. Choice B is incorrect. The 
sentence describes the system used to classify air masses; it doesn’t provide an 
example of a specific air mass. Choice C is incorrect. The sentence explains how 
air masses are classified; it doesn’t provide an example of a specific air mass.
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