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QUESTION 1 
Choice C is the best answer because it logically and precisely completes the 
text’s discussion of The Mule Bone, a play that Zora Neale Hurston and Langston 
Hughes wrote together. In this context, “collaboration” means working together 
with someone to write a literary work. The text indicates that most writers prefer 
to work alone and that working together destroyed the friendship between 
Hurston and Hughes. This establishes that The Mule Bone is a relatively rare 
example of collaboration in literature. 

Choice A is incorrect because in this context, “characterization” would mean 
a literary work’s portrayal of characters’ psychological experiences and 
motivations, but the text doesn’t discuss characterization in The Mule Bone 
specifically or in collaborative works more generally. Choice B is incorrect 
because in this context, “interpretation” would mean the explanation of a literary 
work’s meaning or significance, but the text doesn’t discuss how readers or critics 
have interpreted The Mule Bone; instead, the text discusses how the play was 
written collaboratively and how the writing process affected the two authors. 
Choice D is incorrect because in this context, “commercialization” would mean 
writing a literary work in such a way as to ensure its commercial appeal, but the 
text never discusses commercial appeal as a factor in the writing of The Mule 
Bone specifically or the writing of collaborative works more generally.
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QUESTION 2  
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion about recycling plastics. In this context, “inadequate” means not 
satisfactory. The text indicates that the mechanical plastic-recycling process 
affects the environment and causes “the loss of material quality.” The text 
contrasts that with Chazovachii’s chemical plastic-recycling process, which is 
cleaner and produces a desirable product. The text’s emphasis on the negative 
aspects of mechanical recycling suggests that it is inadequate in terms of 
environmental impact and the quality of the material the process yields. 

Choice A is incorrect because in this context “resilient” would mean able to 
withstand difficulty and the text does not characterize the plastic-recycling 
process as having this quality or describe any difficulties that these processes 
might need to overcome. Choice C is incorrect because in this context “dynamic” 
would mean constantly changing. Although the text suggests that there have been 
changes in the field of recycling, as is the case with the advent of Chazovachii’s 
chemical recycling process, there is nothing to suggest that the mechanical 
process itself has changed or is prone to change. Choice D is incorrect because 
in this context “satisfactory” would mean acceptable but not perfect. The text 
mentions only shortcomings of the mechanical process (environmental effects 
and lower material quality), so the text more strongly supports a negative view of 
this process and provides no evidence that it would be considered satisfactory.

QUESTION 3
Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the economist’s claim about sales of personal electronic devices. 
In this context, “invalidate” most nearly means nullify or make invalid. The text 
indicates that interruptions in the supply of microchips for personal electronics 
“have challenged” the economist’s claim that sales of personal electronics will 
show strong growth in the coming months. The text goes on to clarify the effect 
of the delays on the economist’s projection, stating that the delays are very likely 
to extend the time frame over which the projected growth in sales will occur. 
This context suggests that the delays are unlikely to invalidate the economist’s 
projection entirely—the delays will probably alter the time frame of the projection, 
not nullify it or make it invalid. 

Choice A is incorrect because saying that the delays are unlikely to “dispute,” or 
argue against, the economist’s projection wouldn’t make sense. Since the delays 
are an inanimate circumstance, they couldn’t argue against a prediction about the 
sales of personal electronics. Choice B is incorrect because saying that the delays 
are unlikely to “withdraw,” or remove from consideration, the economist’s projection 
wouldn’t make sense. Although the economist could withdraw her projection 
because of the delays, the delays themselves couldn’t withdraw her projection 
since they’re an inanimate circumstance and thus can’t choose to remove 
something from consideration. Choice C is incorrect because there’s nothing in 
the text to suggest that the delays will “underscore,” or emphasize, the economist’s 
projection. Instead, the text suggests that the delays are likely to extend the time 
frame of the economist’s projection but not to undermine the projection entirely.
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QUESTION 4  
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the art installation Anthem. In this context, “inventive” means 
characterized by invention and creativity. The text explains that critics’ responses 
to the installation involved praise for Tsang’s creative transformation of a space 
into a dynamic exhibit with huge images and lots of sound. This context conveys 
that the critics found the piece particularly creative. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text indicates that critics praised the 
installation for being dynamic and including huge images and lots of sound, and 
it wouldn’t make sense to describe such an exhibit as “restrained,” or limited and 
not extravagant or showy. Choice C is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense 
to say that critics found the installation “inexplicable,” or incapable of being 
explained or interpreted, since the critics were able to explain their praise for 
the installation’s transformation of a space with huge images and lots of sound. 
Choice D is incorrect because the text focuses on the idea that critics praised 
Tsang for creatively transforming a space into a dynamic exhibit, not that they 
found the installation “mystifying,” or bewildering and hard to understand. Nothing 
in the text suggests that the critics couldn’t understand the piece.

QUESTION 5  
Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the kinds of mammals alive during the Mesozoic era. As used in 
this context, “diverse” means to have a significant amount of variety. The text 
indicates that some scientists have suggested that Mesozoic mammals can’t 
be characterized in a certain way, then contrasts the view put forward by those 
scientists with Luo’s research, which shows that Mesozoic mammals “weren’t all 
ground-dwelling insectivores” and instead were “various.” This context suggests 
that some scientists have viewed Mesozoic mammals as being all alike, or not a 
very diverse group. 

Choice A is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense to say that some scientists 
have suggested that Mesozoic mammals weren’t very “predatory,” or that they 
didn’t prey on other animals, since the text establishes a contrast between what 
some scientists have suggested and Luo’s research showing that Mesozoic 
mammals “weren’t all ground-dwelling insectivores.” This context suggests that 
some scientists have regarded Mesozoic mammals as all being insectivores, 
or animals that prey on insects, not that some scientists have suggested that 
Mesozoic mammals didn’t prey on other animals. Choice B is incorrect because it 
wouldn’t make sense to say that some scientists have suggested that Mesozoic 
mammals weren’t very “obscure,” or concealed or not well known, since the 
text establishes a contrast between what some scientists have suggested and 
Luo’s research showing that Mesozoic mammals were a varied group. There’s no 
contrast between saying that the mammals weren’t concealed or well known and 
the mammals being varied. Choice D is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense 
to say that some scientists have suggested that Mesozoic mammals weren’t very 
“localized,” or confined to a particular area, since the text establishes a contrast 
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between what some scientists have suggested and Luo’s research showing that 
Mesozoic mammals were a varied group. There’s no contrast between saying 
that the mammals weren’t localized and the mammals being varied. Although the 
text mentions mammal fossils found in China, nothing in the discussion of Luo’s 
research addresses the limits of Mesozoic mammal habitats.

QUESTION 6  
Choice C is the best answer because it most accurately describes the overall 
structure of the text. Throughout the text, the speaker characterizes nighttime as 
if it were a person who wears clothing (“a garment” that is “velvet soft” and “violet 
blue”) and a veil “over her face” and who moves her hands “slowly with their gem-
starred light” through her dark hair. Thus, the text is structured as an extended 
comparison of night to a human being. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text never mentions any particular location; 
instead, it focuses on presenting a single description of night as a person with 
certain clothing and features. Choice B is incorrect because the text doesn’t 
make any reference to the sun or sunrise; instead, it focuses on presenting a 
single image of night as a person with certain clothing and features. Choice D is 
incorrect. Rather than describing how nighttime changes seasonally (or in any 
other way), the text presents a single image of night as a person with certain 
clothing and features.

QUESTION 7  
Choice A is the best answer because it best describes how the underlined portion 
functions in the text as a whole. The text says that the increased production 
quotas of food processing companies during World War II enabled employees to 
make better bargains in exchange for their labor. The underlined portion presents 
an example of this increased bargaining power: employees requested more 
favorable benefits, and employers complied because they were under pressure 
to fulfill the demanding terms of their contracts. Thus, the underlined portion of 
the text elaborates on a claim about labor relations in a particular industry (food 
processing) made earlier in the text. 

Choice B is incorrect because there is no indication in the text that the economic 
factors that influenced food processing also influenced other parts of the 
economy; thus, the bargaining described in the underlined portion of the text 
cannot be called an example of a trend. Choice C is incorrect because the 
underlined portion supports the historical narrative of labor activism in food 
processing that is sketched in the text, instead of noting an exception to that 
narrative. Choice D is incorrect because while the underlined portion does 
discuss the demands that workers made in exchange for their labor, it does not 
discuss the identities of the workers.
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QUESTION 8  
Choice D is the best answer because it accurately describes how the underlined 
sentence functions in the text as a whole. The text establishes that John has a 
strong imagination and then goes on to describe the St. John River near John’s 
home in the Florida woods. The underlined sentence depicts John sending twigs 
sailing down the river while he imagines them reaching “Jacksonville, the sea, the 
wide world,” where he wishes he could follow. This suggests that John longs to 
expand his life experiences beyond the Florida woods. 

Choice A is incorrect because the second and third sentences of the text provide 
an extended description of the riverbank where John likes to go, whereas the 
underlined sentence describes what John does at that location. Choice B is 
incorrect because the first sentence of the text suggests that John’s behavior 
“was puzzling” to others around him, whereas the underlined sentence concerns 
the content of John’s imaginings. Choice C is incorrect because the underlined 
sentence elaborates on John’s imagination but doesn’t mention any other 
children to whom John could be compared.

QUESTION 9 
Choice B is the best answer because it presents a statement about Dorian that 
is directly supported by the text. The narrator of the text says that when Dorian 
sees his portrait, “his cheeks flushed for a moment with pleasure” and “a look 
of joy came into his eyes.” The narrator goes on to say that Dorian looked at 
the portrait “in wonder” and presents him as being so entranced by the portrait 
that he doesn’t notice what Hallward is saying to him. These details support the 
description of Dorian as being delighted by what he sees in the portrait. 

Choice A is incorrect because Dorian isn’t depicted as interested in Hallward’s 
opinion of the portrait; rather, he is so enraptured by the painting that he’s hardly 
even aware of Hallward. Choice C is incorrect because the portrait of Dorian is 
the only painting mentioned in the text. Although Dorian is depicted as being 
delighted with this particular portrait, there’s no evidence in the text that he likes 
portraits better than other kinds of paintings. Choice D is incorrect because 
nothing in the text suggests that Dorian is uncertain about Hallward’s talent. 
Instead, the text is focused on Dorian’s delight with the portrait.

QUESTION 10  
Choice A is the best answer because it uses data from the graph to effectively 
support Charles and Stephens’s claim about how level of information affects 
voters. The graph shows the probability of voting for both high- and low-
information voters in seven categories of political orientation. Charles and 
Stephens claim that “the more informed voters are about politics…the more likely 
they are to vote.” This statement correctly asserts that the graph shows a higher 
probability of voting for high-information voters than for low-information voters 
at each of the seven political orientations. Thus, this statement accurately cites 
data from the graph that support Charles and Stephens’s claim about how level of 
information affects voters. 
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Choice B is incorrect. Although this statement is correct that the only probability 
in the graph below 50% is for low-information voters categorized as independent 
(orientation 4), the claim in question is about the relative likelihood that low- and 
high-information voters will vote, and without some reference to high-information 
voters, this statement cannot help support such a comparison. Choice C is 
incorrect. Although this statement is correct that the highest probabilities of 
voting for low-information voters are at the ends of the orientation scale (1 and 7), 
the claim in question is about the relative likelihood that low- and high-information 
voters will vote, and without some reference to high-information voters, this 
statement cannot help support such a comparison. Choice D is incorrect because 
the graph does not give any information about how many people are represented 
in any of the categories, so this statement is not based on data from the graph. 
Furthermore, even if we did have this information, the claim is about how level 
of information affects voters’ probability of voting, not whether they’re likely to 
strongly identify with a particular political party.

QUESTION 11
Choice B is the best answer because it describes data from the graph that 
weaken the student’s conclusion about the reduction in the spider population in 
the enclosure with lizards. The graph shows that the enclosure with lizards and the 
enclosure without lizards each began with about 85 spiders, and that the number 
of spiders in each enclosure fell over the 30 days of the study. The student’s claim 
is that the reduction in spiders in the enclosure with lizards is “entirely attributable 
to the presence of the lizards,” meaning that the spider population wouldn’t have 
declined except for the presence of the lizards. This claim is weakened, however, 
by the fact that the enclosure without lizards also saw a substantial reduction in 
the number of spiders. Since the number of spiders fell in the enclosure without 
lizards as well as in the enclosure with lizards, there must be some other factor 
than just the presence of the lizards that contributed to the reduction in the spider 
population. 

Choice A is incorrect because the fact that the two enclosures started with the 
same number of spiders is irrelevant to the claim that the reduction in spider 
population by day 30 in the enclosure with lizards can be entirely attributed to 
the lizards. Choice C is incorrect because the fact that the spider population in 
the enclosure with lizards fell more between days 1 and 10 than in other periods 
has nothing to do with the student’s claim that the reduction in spiders in that 
enclosure by day 30 can be entirely attributed to the lizards. Choice D is incorrect. 
Although it’s true that on day 30 the spider population was lower in the enclosure 
with lizards than in the enclosure without lizards, this fact doesn’t weaken the 
student’s claim that the reduction in the spider population in the enclosure with 
lizards can be entirely attributed to the lizards. Indeed, the lower spider population 
in the enclosure with lizards suggests that the lizards are contributing to the 
reduction in the spider population, though the fact that the spider population 
also fell substantially in the other enclosure means that the lizards aren’t the only 
cause of the reduction.
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QUESTION 12
Choice A is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
most strongly support the team’s conclusion that cattle were likely raised 
closer to human settlements than sheep and goats were. The text explains that 
Vaiglova, Liu, and their colleagues analyzed the chemical composition of sheep, 
goat, and cattle bones from the Bronze Age in China in order to investigate the 
animals’ domestication, or their adaptation from a wild state to a state in which 
they existed in close connection with humans. According to the text, the team’s 
analysis showed that sheep and goats of the era fed largely on wild plants, 
whereas cattle fed on millet—importantly, a crop cultivated by humans. If analysis 
of the animal bones shows that the cattle’s diet also consisted of wheat, another 
crop cultivated by humans in China during the Bronze Age, the finding would 
support the team’s conclusion by offering additional evidence that cattle during 
this era fed on human-grown crops—and, by extension, that humans raised cattle 
relatively close to the settlements where they grew these crops, leaving goats and 
sheep to roam farther away in areas with wild vegetation, uncultivated by humans. 

Choice B is incorrect because if it were true that sheep’s and goats’ diets 
consisted of small portions of millet, which the text states was a crop cultivated 
by humans, the finding would suggest that sheep and goats were raised relatively 
close to human settlements, weakening the team’s conclusion that cattle were 
likely raised closer to those settlements than sheep and goats were. Choice C 
is incorrect because the finding that cattle generally require more food and 
nutrients than do sheep and goats wouldn’t support the team’s conclusion that 
cattle were likely raised closer to human settlements than sheep and goats were. 
Nothing in the text suggests that cattle were incapable of obtaining sufficient 
food and nutrients without access to human-grown crops. Hence, even if cattle’s 
diets are found to have different requirements than the diets of sheep and goats, 
the cattle could have met those requirements from food located far from human 
settlements. Choice D is incorrect because if it were true that the diets of sheep, 
goats, and cattle varied based on what the farmers in each Bronze Age settlement 
could grow, the finding would weaken the team’s conclusion that cattle were 
likely raised closer to human settlements than sheep and goats were, suggesting 
instead that all three types of animals were raised close enough to human 
settlements to feed on those settlements’ crops.



	 25 SAT PRACTICE TEST #2 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS

SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS n READING AND WRITING: MODULE 2

QUESTION 13
Choice C is the best answer because it presents the finding that, if true, would 
best support Suarez, Pérez-Huerta, and Harrell’s claim about mosasaurs. The 
text states that Suarez, Pérez-Huerta, and Harrell’s research on mosasaur tooth 
enamel led them to conclude that mosasaurs were endothermic, which means 
that they could live in waters at many different temperatures and still maintain 
a stable body temperature. The researchers claim that endothermy enabled 
mosasaurs to live in relatively cold waters near the poles. If several mosasaur 
fossils have been found in areas that were near the poles during the period 
when mosasaurs were alive and fossils of nonendothermic marine reptiles are 
rare in such locations, that would support the researchers’ claim: it would show 
that mosasaurs inhabited polar waters but nonendothermic marine mammals 
tended not to, suggesting that endothermy may have been the characteristic that 
enabled mosasaurs to include polar waters in their range. 

Choice A is incorrect because finding that it’s easier to determine mosasaur body 
temperatures from tooth enamel data than it is to determine nonendothermic 
reptile body temperatures wouldn’t support the researchers’ claim. Whether one 
research process is more difficult than another indicates nothing about the results 
of those processes and therefore is irrelevant to the issue of where mosasaurs 
lived and what enabled them to live in those locations. Choice B is incorrect 
because finding roughly equal numbers of mosasaur and nonendothermic marine 
reptile fossils in areas that were near the poles in the Late Cretaceous would 
suggest that endothermy didn’t give mosasaurs any particular advantage when 
it came to expanding their range to include relatively cold polar waters, thereby 
weakening the researchers’ claim rather than supporting it. Choice D is incorrect 
because finding that the temperature of seawater in the Late Cretaceous was 
warmer than seawater today wouldn’t weaken the researchers’ claim. Seawater in 
the Late Cretaceous could have been warmer than seawater today but still cold 
enough for endothermy to be advantageous to mosasaurs, so this finding wouldn’t 
provide enough information to either support or weaken the researchers’ claim.
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QUESTION 14
Choice D is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would most 
directly support the researchers’ hypothesis about the connection between the 
dusky shark population decline and the eastern oyster population decline. The 
text indicates that although dusky sharks don’t usually eat eastern oysters, they 
do consume cownose rays, which are the main predators of eastern oysters. 
An increase in the abundance of cownose rays in the region in response to a 
decline in the abundance of dusky sharks would directly support the researchers’ 
hypothesis: a higher number of cownose rays would consume more eastern 
oysters, driving down the oyster population. 

Choice A is incorrect because a finding that there’s an association between 
a decline in the regional abundance of some of dusky sharks’ prey and the 
regional abundance of dusky sharks wouldn’t directly support the researchers’ 
hypothesis that a decline in dusky sharks has led to a decline in eastern oysters 
in the region. Although such a finding might help explain why shark abundance 
has declined, it would reveal nothing about whether the shark decline is related 
to the oyster decline. Choice B is incorrect because a finding that eastern oyster 
abundance tends to be greater when dusky sharks and cownose rays are present 
than when only dusky sharks are present wouldn’t support the researchers’ 
hypothesis that a decline in dusky sharks has led to a decline in eastern oysters 
in the region. The text indicates that the sharks prey on the rays, which are the 
main predators of the oysters; if oyster abundance is found to be greater when 
rays are present than when rays are absent, that would suggest that rays aren’t 
keeping oyster abundance down, and thus that a decline in rays’ predators, which 
would be expected to lead to an increase in the abundance of rays, wouldn’t bring 
about a decline in oyster abundance as the researchers hypothesize. Choice C 
is incorrect because a finding that consumption of eastern oysters by cownose 
rays increased substantially before dusky sharks declined in regional abundance 
wouldn’t support the researchers’ hypothesis that the decline in dusky sharks has 
led to a decline in eastern oysters in the region. Such a finding would suggest that 
some factor other than shark abundance led to an increase in rays’ consumption 
of oysters and thus to a decrease in oyster abundance, thereby weakening the 
researchers’ hypothesis.



	 27 SAT PRACTICE TEST #2 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS

SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS n READING AND WRITING: MODULE 2

QUESTION 15
Choice C is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
weaken the claim made by people who favor the traditional view of voter behavior. 
According to the text, people who favor that view believe that voting in an 
election doesn’t change a voter’s attitude toward the candidates in that election. 
If Washington and Mullainathan found that two years after an election, attitudes 
toward the winning candidate were significantly more polarized among subjects 
who had voted than among subjects who had been too young to vote, that would 
suggest that the act of voting did have an effect on the voters’ attitudes toward 
the candidates, which would undermine the claim that voting doesn’t change 
voters’ attitudes. 

Choice A is incorrect because a finding about links between subjects’ attitudes 
and general political orientation, regardless of age and ability to vote, wouldn’t 
address the presence or absence of changes in attitudes among those subjects 
who did actually vote. Therefore, the finding wouldn’t have any bearing on the 
claim that voting in an election doesn’t change a voter’s attitude toward the 
candidates in that election. Choice B is incorrect because a finding that positive 
attitudes toward a winning candidate significantly increased in the two years 
after the election among subjects who had been too young to vote would involve 
only people who didn’t vote; therefore, the finding wouldn’t have any bearing 
on the claim that when people do vote, the act of voting doesn’t change their 
attitudes toward the candidates. Choice D is incorrect because the finding that 
subjects in both groups were more likely to have negative attitudes than positive 
attitudes toward the winning candidate two years after an election would reflect 
all subjects’ attitudes at one particular time whether they voted or not, rather than 
the presence or absence of a change in voters’ attitudes after voting. Therefore, 
the finding would neither weaken nor strengthen the claim that voting in an 
election doesn’t change a voter’s attitude toward the candidates.
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QUESTION 16
Choice B is the best answer because it describes data from the graph that 
support Taylor and colleagues’ conclusion that spray coating holds promise 
for improving the power conversion efficiency of ETLs in perovskite solar cells. 
The text explains that perovskite solar cells’ efficiency at converting light into 
electricity is diminished by their electron transport layer (ETL), which is applied 
through spin coating, but that Taylor’s team devised a new spray coating method 
for applying the ETL that improves its power conversion efficiency. The graph 
displays data on the power conversion efficiency of solar cells in tests conducted 
by Taylor’s team, with bars for both the highest- and lowest-performing ETLs in 
two data categories: spray coating and spin coating. According to the graph, the 
lowest-performing ETL applied through spray coating had a power conversion 
efficiency of between 14% and 16%, while the highest-performing ETL applied 
through spin coating had a power conversion efficiency of less than 14%. These 
data confirm that ETLs applied through novel spray coating are more efficient 
than those applied though traditional spin coating. Thus, the data support Taylor 
and colleagues’ conclusion about spray coating’s potential value.

Choice A is incorrect. Although this claim correctly describes the data in the 
graph by stating that both the lowest-performing ETL applied through spin 
coating and the lowest-performing ETL applied through spray coating had a 
power conversion efficiency greater than 10%, this relationship in the data 
doesn’t support or relate to Taylor and colleagues’ conclusion that spray coating 
promises greater efficiency for solar cells than traditional spin coating does. 
Choice C is incorrect. This claim does address the greater power conversion 
efficiency of the highest-performing ETL applied through spray coating, 
compared with the highest-performing ETL applied through spin coating. 
However, it also incorrectly cites the value for the efficiency of the highest-
performing ETL applied through spray coating as approximately 13%, instead of 
a value between 14% and 16%, and the value for the efficiency of the highest-
performing ETL applied through spin coating as approximately 11%, instead 
of a value between 12% and 14%, as shown in the graph. Choice D is incorrect 
because Taylor and colleagues’ conclusion is based on the difference in the 
power conversion efficiency of ETLs applied through spray coating and that of 
ETLs applied through spin coating, not on the difference between the highest- 
and lowest-performing ETLs applied through just spray coating.
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QUESTION 17
Choice B is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would most 
directly support the arts journalist’s claim about Enwezor’s work as a curator 
and art historian. In the text, the arts journalist asserts that Enwezor wished not 
just to focus on modern African artists but also to show “how their work fits into 
the larger context of global modern art and art history,” or how their work relates 
to artistic developments and work by other artists elsewhere in the world. The 
description of Postwar: Art Between the Pacific and the Atlantic, 1945–1965 
indicates that Enwezor and Siegel’s exhibition brought works by African artists 
together with works by artists from other countries, thus supporting the arts 
journalist’s claim that Enwezor sought to show works by African artists in a 
context of global modern art and art history. 

Choice A is incorrect because it describes a retrospective that wouldn’t support 
the arts journalist’s claim that Enwezor wanted to show how works by modern 
African artists fit into the larger context of global modern art and art history. 
The description of El Anatsui: Triumphant Scale indicates that the retrospective 
focused only on the work of a single African artist, El Anatsui. The description 
doesn’t suggest that the exhibition showed how El Anatsui’s works fit into a 
global artistic context. Choice C is incorrect because it describes an exhibition 
that wouldn’t support the arts journalist’s claim that Enwezor wanted to show 
how works by modern African artists relate to the larger context of global 
modern art and art history. The description of The Short Century: Independence 
and Liberation Movements in Africa, 1945–1994 indicates that the exhibition 
showed how African artists were influenced by movements for independence 
from European colonial powers following the Second World War. Although this 
suggests that Enwezor intended the exhibition to place works by African artists 
in a political context, it doesn’t indicate that the works were placed in a global 
artistic context. Choice D is incorrect because it describes an exhibition that 
wouldn’t support the arts journalist’s claim that Enwezor wanted to show how 
works by modern African artists relate to the larger context of global modern art 
and art history. The description of In/sight: African Photographers, 1940 to the 
Present indicates that the exhibition was intended to reveal the broad range of 
approaches taken by African photographers, not that the exhibition showed how 
photography by African artists fits into a global artistic context.

QUESTION 18
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is finite and nonfinite 
verb forms within a sentence. A main clause requires a finite verb to perform 
the action of the subject (in this case, “people in the Americas”), and this choice 
supplies the finite past perfect tense verb “have used” to indicate what people in 
the Americas used the gourd for. 

Choice A is incorrect because the nonfinite to-infinitive “to use” doesn’t supply 
the main clause with a finite verb. Choice C is incorrect because the nonfinite 
participle “having used” doesn’t supply the main clause with a finite verb. 
Choice D is incorrect because the nonfinite participle “using” doesn’t supply the 
main clause with a finite verb.
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QUESTION 19
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between 
a subordinate clause and a main clause. This choice correctly uses a comma to 
mark the boundary between the subordinate clause (“While…lifelike”) and the 
main clause (“others look to the past”). 

Choice A is incorrect because it results in an incomplete sentence with no main 
clause. Choice B is incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary between 
the subordinate clause (“While…lifelike”) and the main clause (“others…past”). 
Choice D is incorrect because it results in an incomplete sentence with no main 
clause.

QUESTION 20
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of verbs to 
express tense. In this choice, the simple past tense verb “suggested” properly 
indicates that Zufall offered her suggestion for the product’s name in the past. 
This verb tense is consistent with the previous sentence’s use of a simple past 
tense verb (“advised”) to describe Zufall’s advice to McVicker in the 1950s. 

Choice B is incorrect because the present tense verb “suggests” doesn’t 
indicate that Zufall offered her suggestion in the past. Choice C is incorrect 
because the past perfect verb “had suggested” isn’t consistent with the previous 
sentence’s use of the simple past tense verb “advised” to describe Zufall’s advice 
to McVicker. Choice D is incorrect because the past progressive verb “was 
suggesting” isn’t consistent with the previous sentence’s use of the simple past 
tense verb “advised” to describe Zufall’s advice to McVicker.

QUESTION 21
Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use 
between two supplementary phrases following the coordinate clause (“but she…
mycology”). This choice correctly uses a comma to mark the boundary between 
the supplementary noun phrase (“the study of fungi”) that defines the term 
“mycology” and the supplementary participial phrase (“producing...London”) that 
provides additional information about the extent to which Potter dedicated herself 
to mycology. 

Choice A is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be used in this way to join two 
supplementary phrases following a coordinate clause. Choice B is incorrect 
because it results in a rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning 
with “producing.” Choice C is incorrect. The lack of punctuation results in a 
sentence that illogically suggests that the study of fungi is producing more than 
350 paintings.
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QUESTION 22
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is subject-modifier 
placement. This choice makes the noun phrase “many critics” the subject of the 
sentence and places it immediately after the modifying phrase “in assessing…
Kurosawa.” In doing so, this choice clearly establishes that it is the critics—and 
not another noun in the sentence—who assess Kurosawa’s films. 

Choice B is incorrect because it results in a dangling modifier. The placement of 
the noun phrase “Kurosawa’s…sources” immediately after the modifying phrase 
illogically suggests that his use of Western literary sources is what assesses 
Kurosawa’s films. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a dangling modifier. 
The placement of the function word “there” immediately after the modifying 
phrase illogically suggests that “there” is what assesses Kurosawa’s films. 
Choice D is incorrect because it results in a dangling modifier. The placement 
of the noun phrase “the focus…critics” immediately after the modifying phrase 
illogically suggests that the critics’ focus is what assesses Kurosawa’s films.

QUESTION 23
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of 
items in a complex series. It’s conventional to use a semicolon to separate items 
in a complex series with internal punctuation, and in this choice, the semicolon 
after “2009” is conventionally used to separate the first item (“the world’s…2009”) 
and the second item (“an online…2010”) in the series of things that Hinson helped 
create. Further, the comma after “Basic” correctly pairs with the comma after 
“app,” and the comma after “network” correctly pairs with the comma after “TV” 
to set off the supplemental elements (“Chickasaw Basic” and “Chickasaw TV”) 
that provide the names of the app and the TV network, respectively. Altogether, 
the punctuation in this choice results in a sentence that clearly indicates that 
Hinson helped make a language app in 2009, an online TV network in 2010, and a 
language course in 2015. 

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to punctuate the complex series in a way that 
makes clear that Hinson helped make a language app in 2009, an online TV network 
in 2010, and a language course in 2015. Choice B is incorrect because it fails to 
punctuate the complex series in a way that makes clear that Hinson helped make 
a language app in 2009, an online TV network in 2010, and a language course in 
2015. Choice D is incorrect because the comma after “2009” doesn’t match the 
semicolon used to separate the second and third items in the complex series.
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QUESTION 24
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of 
a supplementary element within a sentence. The dash after “Springs” pairs with 
the dash after “earth” to separate the supplementary element “in this case, the 
porous rocks of the hills around Hot Springs” from the rest of the sentence. 

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to 
separate the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence. Choice B 
is incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate 
the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect 
because a comma can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the 
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.

QUESTION 25
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of a colon 
within a sentence. In this choice, the colon is used in a conventional way to 
introduce the following description of how the number of jams available varied. 

Choice B is incorrect because it creates a comma splice. A comma can’t be 
used in this way to join two main clauses (“the number…varied” and “some…six”). 
Choice C is incorrect because it results in an illogical and confusing sentence. 
Using the conjunction “while” to join the main clause (“the number…varied”) with 
the following clause’s description of the number of jams available suggests 
that the variation in the number of jams is in contrast to some shoppers having 
twenty-four options. Choice D is incorrect because it results in an illogical and 
confusing sentence. Using “while” in this way suggests that the number of jams 
available varied during the time in which some shoppers had twenty-four options 
and others had six. The sentence makes clear, however, that what follows “varied” 
is a description of the variation, not a separate, simultaneous occurrence.

QUESTION 26
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of 
items in a complex series (a series including internal punctuation). In this choice, 
the semicolon after “Lagos” is conventionally used to separate the first item (“The 
Joys…Lagos”) and the second item (“A Kind…Nigeria”) in the series. Further, the 
comma after “Marriage” correctly separates the title “A Kind of Marriage” from the 
supplementary phrase (“a television…Nigeria”) that describes it. 

Choice A is incorrect because the comma after “Lagos” doesn’t match the 
semicolon used later in the series to separate the second item (“A Kind…Nigeria”) 
from the third item (“and…autobiography”). Choice C is incorrect because the 
comma after “Lagos” doesn’t match the semicolon used later in the series 
to separate the second item (“A Kind…Nigeria”) from the third item (“and…
autobiography”). Additionally, a colon can’t be used in this way to separate the title 
“A Kind of Marriage” from the supplementary phrase (“a television… Nigeria”) that 
describes it. Choice D is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation 
to separate the title “A Kind of Marriage” from the supplementary phrase (“a 
television…Nigeria”) that describes it.
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QUESTION 27
Choice A is the best answer. “Meanwhile” logically signals that the action 
described in this sentence (Obinze’s move to London to pursue a career) is 
simultaneous with the action described in the previous sentence (Ifemelu’s 
move to the United States). The first sentence establishes that the actions take 
place around the same time, referring to the characters’ “divergent experiences” 
following high school. 

Choice B is incorrect because “nevertheless” illogically signals that the 
information in this sentence about Obinze’s move to London is true despite the 
previous information about Ifemelu’s move to the United States. Instead, as the 
first sentence establishes, Obinze’s move and Ifemelu’s move are related, parallel 
experiences that occur around the same time. Choice C is incorrect because 
“secondly” illogically signals that the information in this sentence is a second 
point or reason separate from the previous information about Ifemelu’s move to 
the United States. Instead, as the first sentence establishes, Obinze’s move and 
Ifemelu’s move are related, parallel experiences that occur around the same time. 
Choice D is incorrect because “in fact” illogically signals that the information 
in this sentence emphasizes, modifies, or contradicts the previous information 
about Ifemelu’s move to the United States. Instead, as the first sentence 
establishes, Obinze’s move and Ifemelu’s move are related, parallel experiences 
that occur around the same time.

QUESTION 28
Choice B is the best answer. “For example” logically signals that the information 
in this sentence—that tadpole shrimp embryos can pause development during 
extended periods of drought—exemplifies the previous sentence’s claim that 
organisms have evolved surprising adaptations to survive in adverse conditions. 

Choice A is incorrect because “in contrast” illogically signals that the information 
in this sentence contrasts with the claim about organisms in the previous 
sentence. Instead, it exemplifies this claim. Choice C is incorrect because 
“meanwhile” illogically signals that the information in this sentence is separate 
from (while occurring simultaneously with) the claim about organisms in the 
previous sentence. Instead, it exemplifies this claim. Choice D is incorrect 
because “consequently” illogically signals that the information in this sentence is 
a consequence, or result, of the claim about organisms in the previous sentence. 
Instead, it exemplifies this claim.
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QUESTION 29
Choice D is the best answer. “In addition” logically signals that the information 
in this sentence—that the Twentieth Amendment requires newly elected US 
senators and representatives to be sworn in on January 3 —is separate from and 
additional to the amendment’s mandate concerning presidential inaugurations. 

Choice A is incorrect because “instead” illogically signals that the information 
in the sentence presents an alternative to or substitute for the Twentieth 
Amendment’s mandate concerning presidential inaugurations. Rather, the 
sentence presents a separate requirement in addition to that one. Choice B 
is incorrect because “for instance” illogically signals that the information in 
the sentence exemplifies the Twentieth Amendment’s mandate concerning 
presidential inaugurations. Instead, the sentence presents a separate requirement 
in addition to that one. Choice C is incorrect because “specifically” illogically 
signals that the sentence provides specific, precise details elaborating on the 
Twentieth Amendment’s mandate concerning presidential inaugurations. Instead, 
the sentence presents a separate requirement in addition to that one.

QUESTION 30
Choice D is the best answer. “Similarly” logically signals that the information in 
the sentence—that Dove situates Beulah’s life in the context of the US Civil Rights 
Movement—is similar to the previous information about Thomas and the Great 
Migration. Both sentences support the first sentence’s claim that Dove portrays 
her characters in the context of broader historical narratives. 

Choice A is incorrect because “specifically” illogically signals that the 
information about Beulah in this sentence provides specific details elaborating 
on the previous information about Thomas. Instead, it’s similar to the previous 
information about Thomas. Choice B is incorrect because “thus” illogically signals 
that the information about Beulah in this sentence is a result or consequence 
of the previous information about Thomas. Instead, it’s similar to the previous 
information about Thomas. Choice C is incorrect because “regardless” illogically 
signals that the information about Beulah in this sentence is true despite 
the previous information about Thomas. Instead, it’s similar to the previous 
information about Thomas.

QUESTION 31
Choice A is the best answer. The sentence emphasizes the distance covered 
by the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike, noting that the turnpike, which 
connected the two Pennsylvania cities in its name, was sixty-two miles long. 

Choice B is incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the significance of the turnpike; 
it doesn’t emphasize the distance that the turnpike covered. Choice C is incorrect. 
While the sentence mentions that the turnpike connected two Pennsylvania cities, 
it doesn’t emphasize the specific distance covered by the turnpike. Choice D 
is incorrect. The sentence emphasizes when the turnpike was built; it doesn’t 
emphasize the distance that the turnpike covered.
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QUESTION 32
Choice C is the best answer. The sentence emphasizes the aim, or goal, of the 
research study, noting what Terada set out to do: determine whether some of the 
Moon’s oxygen was coming from Earth. 

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence focuses on how the Kaguya satellite collected 
data; it doesn’t emphasize the aim of the research study. Choice B is incorrect. 
While the sentence mentions what Terada was curious about before conducting 
the research study, it doesn’t emphasize his study’s aim. Choice D is incorrect. 
The sentence presents the research study’s conclusion; it doesn’t emphasize the 
study’s aim.

QUESTION 33
Choice B is the best answer. The sentence presents both the study and its 
methodology (that is, the researcher’s approach to the problem), explaining that 
Yuan used computer simulations to study the effect of the mother duck’s wake on 
the ducklings’ energy expenditure. 

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence describes the findings of Yuan’s study; it 
doesn’t present the study and its methodology. Choice C is incorrect. While the 
sentence provides general information about Yuan’s study, it doesn’t present the 
study’s methodology. Choice D is incorrect. The sentence describes the findings 
of Yuan’s study; it doesn’t present the study and its methodology.
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