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Reading and Writing
Module 1 
(33 questions)

QUESTION 1 
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the writing system created by Sequoyah. In this context, 
“widespread” means widely accepted or practiced. The text indicates that 
because Sequoyah’s script accurately represented the spoken sounds of the 
Cherokee language and was easy to learn, nearly all Cherokee people were able 
to read and write it soon after it was created. This context demonstrates that the 
script was widely used by the Cherokee people. 

Choice B is incorrect. In this context, “careful” would mean exercised with care and 
attentive concern. Although the work of creating a writing system likely involved 
great care, the text indicates that the system was “easy to learn,” which conflicts 
with the idea that using this system requires a noteworthy amount of care. 
Choice C is incorrect because in this context “unintended” means not deliberate. 
The idea that using Sequoyah’s script was unintentional conflicts directly with the 
claim that it was easy to learn and used by “over 90% of the Cherokee people” by 
1830. In fact, because one had to learn this system, it’s not clear how one could 
use it unintentionally. Choice D is incorrect because in this context “infrequent” 
means rare or not occurring often, which conflicts directly with the claim that 
“over 90% of the Cherokee people” were using Sequoyah’s script by 1830.
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QUESTION 2  
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of Nuttall’s 1886 research paper. In this context, “acknowledged” 
means recognized as having a certain status. The text indicates that other 
researchers recognized Nuttall’s work as groundbreaking because of its 
“convincing demonstration” related to the age of the ancient sculptures. In other 
words, the researchers recognized the groundbreaking status of Nuttall’s work. 

Choice B is incorrect because in this context, “ensured” would mean to have 
guaranteed or made sure something was the case. The text states that other 
researchers gave Nuttall’s work recognition after it was published, but there’s 
no indication that they contributed to the work or had any involvement that 
would have allowed them to make sure the work would be groundbreaking. 
Choice C is incorrect because the text doesn’t suggest that other researchers 
“denied,” or refused to admit or accept, that Nuttall’s work was groundbreaking; 
on the contrary, it indicates that researchers praised the work, recognizing it 
as groundbreaking due to its “convincing demonstration” related to the age of 
the ancient sculptures. Choice D is incorrect because the text doesn’t suggest 
that other researchers “underestimated,” or undervalued, Nuttall’s work; on 
the contrary, it indicates that researchers praised the work, recognizing it as 
groundbreaking due to its “convincing demonstration” related to the age of the 
ancient sculptures.

QUESTION 3
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of self-government among the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. In this 
context, “implement” means to carry out or put into effect. The text states that 
the National Council generates laws, while the principal chief and cabinet officials 
are responsible for “devising policies and administering services in accordance 
with” those laws. This context suggests that the principal chief and cabinet 
officials implement the laws: they put the laws into effect by creating policies and 
administering services that accord with those laws. 

Choice B is incorrect because “presume” in this context would mean to assume 
based on incomplete information, and the text does not suggest that the principal 
chief and cabinet officials either made assumptions about the content of the laws 
or had incomplete information about them. Choice C is incorrect because in this 
context “improvise” would mean to create something without preparation, and the 
text does not suggest that the principal chief and cabinet officials create policies 
and administer services without advance preparation. Choice D is incorrect 
because nothing in the text suggests that the principal chief and cabinet officials 
“mimic,” or imitate, the laws generated by the National Council. To mimic laws 
would mean to generate new laws that are imitations of existing laws, but the text 
indicates that the National Council, not the principal chief and cabinet officials, 
is responsible for generating laws. Instead of generating laws, the principal chief 
and cabinet officials put laws into effect by “devising policies and administering 
services in accordance with” the laws.
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QUESTION 4  
Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the Three Sisters intercropping system. As used in this context, 
“intricate” would mean made up of complexly related elements. The text indicates 
that in the Three Sisters system, maize, squash, and beans form a “web of 
relations” in which the crops interact in various ways. The text’s description of 
these interactions—the bean vines growing on the maize stalks, the squash vines 
keeping weeds away, and the beans adding nutrients that the maize and squash 
use—provides context suggesting that this “web of relations” is intricate. 

Choice A is incorrect because describing the relationship among the crops in the 
Three Sisters system as “indecipherable,” or impossible to comprehend, would not 
make sense in context. Although the text presents the relationship as complex, 
the text’s description of the role that each crop plays makes it clear that the 
relationship is well understood, not indecipherable. Choice B is incorrect because 
the text discusses the practical benefits that each plant in the Three Sisters 
system provides to other members of the system, showing that the relationship 
among the crops that make up the system is not “ornamental,” or mainly serving 
a decorative purpose. Choice C is incorrect because describing the relationship 
among the crops in the Three Sisters system as “obscure,” or unknown or poorly 
understood, would not make sense in context. Although the text presents the 
relationship as complex, the text’s description of the role that each crop plays 
makes it clear that the relationship is well understood, not obscure.

QUESTION 5  
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion 
of bronze- and brass-casting techniques used by the Igun Eronmwon guild. In this 
context “adhere to” would mean to act in accordance with. The text states that 
although members of the Igun Eronmwon guild typically do something with techniques 
that have been passed down since the thirteenth century, they “don’t strictly observe 
every tradition.” By establishing a contrast with not always following traditions, the 
context suggests that guild members do typically adhere to traditional techniques. 

Choice A is incorrect because in this context “experiment with” would mean to 
do something new with. Although using motors rather than manual bellows is 
presented as a new approach, the text establishes a contrast between what the 
guild members typically do with techniques that have been passed down over 
centuries and the idea that the members “don’t strictly observe every tradition.” 
The phrase “experiment with” wouldn’t support the contrast because regularly 
trying new things with the techniques would be an example of not strictly following 
all traditions. Choice C is incorrect because in this context “improve on” would 
mean to make better. Although using motors rather than manual bellows might 
be an improved approach, the text establishes a contrast between what the guild 
members typically do with techniques that have been passed down over centuries 
and the idea that the members “don’t strictly observe every tradition.” The phrase 
“improve on” wouldn’t support the contrast because regularly making changes to 
the techniques would be an example of not strictly following all traditions. Choice D 
is incorrect because in this context “grapple with” would mean to try hard to solve a 
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difficult problem. Although bronze- and brass-casting are likely challenging tasks, 
nothing in the text suggests that the guild members have any particular difficulties 
with the techniques passed down since the thirteenth century.

QUESTION 6  
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century household food 
purchases. In this context, “surmised” means formed an idea or assumption with 
little evidence. The text explains that certain economic historians “assumed” 
that large and small households spent different amounts on food per person, but 
that another economist found this supposition to be false based on evidence 
from available data. This context suggests that the economic historians made an 
incorrect assumption without enough consideration of evidence. 

Choice B is incorrect. In this context, “contrived” would mean brought about or 
created through trickery. Nothing in the text suggests that the economic historians 
were deliberately trying to trick people with a claim about food purchasing 
behaviors in late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century households; the text 
simply suggests that they made an assumption about those behaviors that another 
historian believes isn’t supported by the available data. Choice C is incorrect 
because the text indicates that it’s Logan and not the economic historians who 
“questioned,” or doubted, the assumption that large and small households in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries spent different amounts on food 
per person; the economic historians are the ones who made that assumption 
to begin with. Choice D is incorrect because nothing in the text suggests that 
some economic historians “regretted,” or felt sad or remorseful about, the food 
purchasing behaviors of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century households. 
The text focuses on the idea that the economic historians made an assumption 
about those behaviors that may not be supported by available data, not on the 
historians’ emotional response to what households did in the past.

QUESTION 7  
Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the artistic styles that have influenced Cannon’s work. As used in 
this context, “disparate” means distinct or dissimilar. The text indicates that a 
tension exists among the styles that have influenced Cannon’s work and goes on 
to describe how those styles differ: classic European portraiture favors realism, 
American pop art uses vivid colors, and intertribal flatstyle rejects the use of 
shading and perspective to achieve depth. This context suggests that the styles 
that have influenced Cannon’s work are disparate. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text indicates that there is a tension among the 
influences on Cannon’s artwork, so it wouldn’t make sense to say that the influences 
are “complementary,” or that they complete one another or make up for one another’s 
deficiencies. Choice B is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense to characterize 
Cannon’s influences as “unknown,” or not familiar; it’s clear that the influences are 
known because the text goes on to list them. Choice D is incorrect because the text 
indicates that there is a tension among the influences on Cannon’s work, not that they 
are “interchangeable,” or capable of being used in one another’s place.
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QUESTION 8  
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically and precisely completes 
the text’s discussion of studies of altitude’s effect on blood chemistry. In this 
context, “paucity of” means lack of. In describing the inspiration behind Al-
Sweedan and Alhaj’s research, the text uses the word “though” to suggest a 
contrasting relationship between two types of studies: those examining the effect 
on blood chemistry of living at a high altitude and those examining the effect on 
blood chemistry of living in locations below sea level. This contrasting relationship 
and the text’s use of the word “many” provide context suggesting that there are 
few, if any, examples of the second type of study, whereas there are numerous 
examples of the first type. 

Choice A is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense in context for there to be 
a “quarrel about,” or open disagreement about, studies of the effect on blood 
chemistry of living in locations below sea level. The text’s use of the words 
“though” and “many” suggests a contrasting relationship in terms of amount 
between two types of studies: those examining the effect on blood chemistry 
of living at a high altitude and those examining the effect on blood chemistry 
of living in locations below sea level. There’s nothing in the text to suggest that 
the contrast between the two types of studies involves the extent to which 
researchers broadly agree or disagree about the contents of either type. Choice C 
is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense in context for there to be a “profusion 
of,” or great abundance of, studies of the effect on blood chemistry of living 
in locations below sea level. The text’s use of the words “though” and “many” 
suggests a contrasting relationship in terms of amount between two types of 
studies: those examining the effect on blood chemistry of living at a high altitude 
and those examining the effect on blood chemistry of living in locations below sea 
level. Rather than logically completing this contrast, “profusion of” would indicate 
that the two types of studies are similar in terms of amount, with many examples 
existing of both types. Choice D is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense in 
context for there to be a “verisimilitude in,” or appearance of truth in, studies of 
the effect on blood chemistry of living in locations below sea level. The text’s use 
of the words “though” and “many” suggests a contrasting relationship in terms 
of amount between two types of studies: those examining the effect on blood 
chemistry of living at a high altitude and those examining the effect on blood 
chemistry of living in locations below sea level. There’s nothing in the text to 
suggest that the contrast between the two types of studies involves the extent to 
which either type of study presents an appearance of truth.
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QUESTION 9 
Choice D is the best answer because it most accurately reflects the main purpose 
of the text. The text portrays Miss Pyne as awaiting the arrival of a carriage while 
Martha brings strawberries and flowers from the garden into the house. The 
text also describes the surroundings of the scene, stating that Miss Pyne looks 
“stately and calm,” the evening is bright and cool, and birds are singing in the 
garden as the sun sets. Then the last sentence states that the house was “wide 
open to the long-expected guest,” which strongly suggests that Miss Pyne’s 
anticipation and Martha’s activities were in preparation for the guest who is 
expected to arrive in the carriage. Thus, the text depicts the setting and conveys 
what these characters are doing as they await the arrival of their visitor. 

Choice A is incorrect because there is nothing in the text to indicate that the 
characters feel any worry about the guest’s arrival. The text indicates that the 
guest was “long-expected,“ but characterizing Miss Pyne as “stately and calm” 
conflicts with the idea that the characters are worried about the guest. Choice B 
is incorrect because the text describes a moment in time when two characters 
are awaiting the arrival of a visitor rather than an extended period over which 
characters could be seen changing. Choice C is incorrect. Although the text 
describes the activity indoors (Miss Pyne sitting calmly), it describes a higher 
level of activity, not stillness, outside (Martha bringing fruit and flowers and birds 
singing).

QUESTION 10  
Choice C is the best answer because it best describes how the second sentence 
functions in the text as a whole. The first sentence establishes something 
astronomers believe with some certainty: that Betelgeuse will “explode in a 
supernova.” The second sentence then introduces a problem: astronomers 
aren’t certain when Betelgeuse will explode because they don’t have enough 
information about the star’s internal characteristics. Finally, the third sentence 
indicates that researcher Sarafina El-Badry Nance and colleagues investigated 
a possible method of obtaining the necessary information about Betelgeuse’s 
internal characteristics, though they found that the method wouldn’t be sufficient. 
Thus, the function of the second sentence is to identify the problem that Nance 
and colleagues attempted to solve but didn’t. 

Choice A is incorrect because the second sentence doesn’t indicate how other 
astronomers or astrophysicists responded to the work done by Nance and 
colleagues; the text doesn’t address this information at all. Choice B is incorrect 
because the second sentence introduces the general problem Nance and 
colleagues hoped to solve, not the central finding they ultimately reported. It’s the 
third sentence that presents Nance and colleagues’ conclusion that a potential 
method for determining internal stellar states would be insufficient. Choice D is 
incorrect because the second sentence introduces the general problem Nance 
and colleagues hoped to solve, not a serious limitation of how they tried to solve 
it. It’s the third sentence that introduces Nance and colleagues, but no serious 
limitation of their approach to studying a method of determining internal stellar 
states is described.
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QUESTION 11
Choice D is the best answer because it provides a detail about Elinor that is 
established in the text. The text indicates that although Elinor is “only nineteen,” 
she gives good advice and exhibits such a high level of understanding and 
judgment that she serves as “the counsellor of her mother.” Thus, Elinor is mature 
beyond her years. 

Choice A is incorrect because it isn’t supported by the text: although the text 
says that Elinor advises her mother and often counteracts her mother’s impulses, 
there’s no mention of Elinor arguing with her mother or failing to change her 
mother’s mind. Choice B is incorrect because it isn’t supported by the text: 
although the text mentions that Elinor has strong feelings, it doesn’t indicate 
that she’s excessively sensitive when it comes to family issues. Choice C is 
incorrect because it isn’t supported by the text: there’s no mention of what Elinor 
thinks about her mother and no suggestion that she thinks her mother is a bad 
role model. Because she’s described as having “an excellent heart,” Elinor likely 
doesn’t think ill of her mother.

QUESTION 12
Choice D is the best answer because it most accurately states the main 
idea of the text. According to the text, conceptual artists Gins and Arakawa 
have designed an apartment building that is disorienting because of several 
unconventional elements, such as uneven kitchen counters and “a door to 
nowhere.” The text goes on to suggest that there may be benefits to this kind of 
design because filmmaker Yamaoka lived in the apartment building for four years 
and reported health benefits. Thus, although the design is impractical, it may 
improve the well-being of the apartment building’s residents. 

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text mentions that Yamaoka lived in the 
apartment for four years, it doesn’t address how long someone can beneficially 
live in a home surrounded by fanciful features or whether doing so can be 
sustained. Choice B is incorrect. Although the text mentions the potential benefits 
of living in a home with disorienting design features, it doesn’t suggest that this 
is the most effective method to create a physically stimulating environment. 
Choice C is incorrect because the text refers to Yamaoka to support the claim 
that Gins and Arakawa’s apartment building design may be beneficial, but the text 
doesn’t indicate that Yamaoka supports the designs of other conceptual artists.
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QUESTION 13
Choice C is the best answer because it illustrates the student’s claim about 
some historians viewing Lumumba primarily as a symbol. This quotation argues 
that Lumumba “warrants” (or deserves) “scholarly attention” as a symbol and 
not for his “practical accomplishments”—that is, his actions as prime minister— 
which “can be passed over quickly,” or dismissed as being of comparatively little 
importance. Thus, the quotation expresses the view that the student criticizes 
some historians for holding. 

Choice A is incorrect. Although this quotation touches on the difficulty of 
evaluating Lumumba’s legacy, it doesn’t address how historians of modern 
African politics view him as a symbol. Choice B is incorrect. While this quotation 
mentions Lumumba’s political beliefs, it doesn’t discuss historians viewing him as 
a symbol. Choice D is incorrect. This quotation touches on Lumumba’s vision for 
his country, but it doesn’t discuss historians viewing him as a symbol.

QUESTION 14
Choice C is the best answer because it uses data from the graph to effectively 
complete the example of Eludoyin and his colleagues’ findings concerning female 
farmers in some regions of Ondo State, Nigeria. The graph presents values for 
the percentage of Ondo State small-scale farmers who are female, by type of 
crop and region. The graph shows that of the farmers mainly cultivating non-
root vegetables, approximately 57% in north Ondo and approximately 54% in 
south Ondo are female; in other words, most of those farmers are female, which 
exemplifies the idea that female farmers make up the majority (more than half) of 
the farmers cultivating specific types of crops in some regions. 

Choice A is incorrect because it inaccurately cites data from the graph: the 
graph shows that in south Ondo, most of the farmers mainly cultivating non-root 
vegetables are women (approximately 54%), but that only about 35% (less than 
half) of the farmers mainly cultivating cereals are women. Choice B is incorrect 
because it inaccurately cites data from the graph: the graph shows that more 
women in central Ondo mainly cultivate cereals than mainly cultivate root crops 
(approximately 36% and 20%, respectively). Additionally, it doesn’t effectively 
complete the example because the graph shows that female farmers don’t 
make up the majority (more than half) of the farmers for any type of crop in 
central Ondo. Choice D is incorrect because it doesn’t effectively complete the 
example; it simply states that a relatively equal proportion of women across the 
three regions mainly cultivate cereals, which doesn’t address the value for that 
proportion and thus doesn’t show that a majority (more than half) of the farmers 
cultivating certain crops are female.
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QUESTION 15
Choice C is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
weaken the astronomers’ claim about the makeup of host stars and their planets. 
The text explains that because stars and planets begin forming from the same 
gas and dust, astronomers believe planets should be composed of the same 
materials as their host stars, but in equal or smaller quantities. The finding that 
the amount of iron in some rocky planets is much higher than the amount in their 
host star would weaken the astronomers’ claim because it would show that some 
planets contain the same material as their host star, but in higher quantities. 

Choice A is incorrect because a finding only about the makeup of stars, whether 
they’ve cooled or not, would provide no information about the makeup of planets. 
Thus, it wouldn’t have any bearing on the claim that planets and their host stars 
are composed of the same materials in differing quantities. Choice B is incorrect 
because a finding about two host stars having similar proportions of certain 
materials wouldn’t provide any information about the makeup of planets. Thus, it 
wouldn’t be relevant to the claim that planets and their host stars are composed 
of the same materials in differing quantities. Choice D is incorrect because the 
text indicates that the astronomers’ claim is based on a fact—that stars and 
planets begin forming from the same gas and dust in space—which would remain 
true regardless of the effectiveness of a method for analysis of compositions. 
The text does cite analysis of rocky planets in our solar system and the Sun, but 
only as a single piece of evidence that is consistent with the claim and not as 
the source of the claim; the finding that the method used for that analysis is less 
effective in other scenarios wouldn’t weaken a claim that’s based on knowledge of 
how stars and planets initially form.

QUESTION 16
Choice D is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would 
support Paredes’s argument about the origin of Mexican American folklore. The 
text describes a disagreement among scholars about whether Mexican American 
folklore mostly derived from the folklore of Spain (the view held by Espinosa and 
others) or originated in Mexico and the United States through ongoing cultural 
interactions there (the view held by Paredes and others). If Mexican American 
folklore collected in the twentieth century mostly consists of ballads about 
history and social life that originated recently, then that would support Paredes’s 
argument by suggesting that the folklore mostly arose after Spanish rule ended in 
the early nineteenth century and that the folklore reflects cultural interactions in 
Mexico and the United States rather than traditions from Spain. 

Choice A is incorrect because the inclusion of songs influenced by sixteenth-
century Spanish poetry among Mexican American folklore collected in the 
twentieth century would not support Paredes’s view that the folklore was the 
result of cultural interactions in Mexico and the United States rather than an 
offshoot of Spanish folklore. If anything, the presence of such songs among the 
folklore collected in the twentieth century would weaken Paredes’s argument, 
since it would reflect the influence of Spanish culture on the folklore. Choice B 
is incorrect because the mere presence of similarities in Mexican American 
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folklore across regions would not be sufficient to draw a conclusion about where 
the folklore originated, let alone to support Paredes’s argument that the folklore 
reflects various cultural interactions in Mexico and the United States. In fact, 
Paredes would likely expect there to be regional variations in folklore as different 
cultures have interacted in different places. Choice C is incorrect because 
scholars’ previous ignorance of the folklore would have no bearing on Paredes’s 
argument that Mexican American folklore mostly reflects cultural interactions in 
Mexico and the United States; the folklore’s actual origins exist regardless of the 
scholars’ awareness.

QUESTION 17
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of Euro-American farmers’ use of Haudenosaunee agricultural 
techniques. According to the text, some Euro-American farmers were using 
these techniques in the early nineteenth century despite few of the farmers 
having seen Haudenosaunee farms. One explanation for these facts might be 
that the farmers developed techniques on their own that already had been 
invented centuries earlier by the Haudenosaunee people, but the text explicitly 
bars, or rules out, this explanation. If Euro-American farmers didn’t learn these 
techniques from direct observation of Haudenosaunee practices and didn’t invent 
the techniques independently, then the most logical explanation is that they 
learned the techniques from other people who were more directly influenced by 
Haudenosaunee practices than the farmers themselves were. Once they learned 
about Haudenosaunee agricultural practices, Euro-American farmers could then 
apply those practices to their own farming. 

Choice B is incorrect because the fact that some Euro-American farmers in the 
northeastern United States were using Haudenosaunee techniques suggests that 
the techniques were likely useful for the crops the farmers raised, not that the 
crops typically cultivated by the farmers were not well suited to Haudenosaunee 
farming techniques. If the farmers’ crops were ill suited to the techniques, it’s 
unlikely that the farmers would have used those techniques. Choice C is incorrect 
because the text indicates only that Haudenosaunee agricultural techniques were 
used by Euro-American farmers in the northeastern United States, not that these 
techniques were widely used outside this region. Choice D is incorrect because 
the text states that some Euro-American farmers were using Haudenosaunee 
farming techniques early in the nineteenth century. This suggests that some Euro-
American farmers were beginning to recognize the benefits of these techniques 
near the start of the century, not that such farmers only began to recognize the 
benefits of the techniques much later.
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QUESTION 18
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of artifacts and Kuulo Kataa’s founding date. If it were true both that 
Kuulo Kataa was founded in the fourteenth century CE and that artifacts found 
in excavations of the settlement are from the thirteenth century CE, it would 
be reasonable to conclude that the artifacts weren’t created in the Kuulo Kataa 
settlement. That would suggest, then, that the artifacts originated somewhere 
else and eventually reached the settlement through trading or as people 
migrated. 

Choice A is incorrect because the existence of thirteenth-century CE artifacts 
recovered during excavations of a settlement founded in the fourteenth century 
CE isn’t logically connected to artifacts from one century being more commonly 
recovered than artifacts from another century. Rather than suggesting anything 
about how frequently artifacts from different times are found, the existence 
of artifacts confirmed as predating the settlement’s founding suggests that 
those items arrived in Kuulo Kataa during or after its establishment. Choice C 
is incorrect because the text focuses on time periods and says nothing about 
which region the founders of Kuulo Kataa have been thought to come from; 
similarly, the text doesn’t suggest anything about where the thirteenth-century 
CE artifacts originated other than not from Kuulo Kataa. Therefore, it isn’t logical 
to conclude that the mere existence of artifacts confirmed as predating the 
Kuulo Kataa settlement suggests that the founders of the settlement came from 
a particular region other than one previously assumed. Choice D is incorrect 
because the existence of artifacts from the thirteenth century CE at a site dated 
to the fourteenth century CE doesn’t imply that fourteenth-century objects were 
damaged during excavations. There’s nothing in the text to suggest that any 
objects were damaged; rather, the existence of artifacts confirmed as predating 
the settlement’s founding suggests that those items were brought to Kuulo Kataa 
during or after its establishment.
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QUESTION 19
Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of accelerated flowering in A. thaliana plants. The text indicates that 
A. thaliana plants show accelerated flowering at high temperatures. To investigate 
the mechanism for this accelerated flowering, biologists replaced the ELF3 
protein in one group of A. thaliana plants with a similar protein found in another 
plant species that doesn’t show accelerated flowering. The team then compared 
these modified plants to A. thaliana plants that retained their original ELF3 
protein. The text states that the two samples of plants showed no difference in 
flowering at 22° Celsius, but at 27° Celsius the unaltered plants with ELF3 showed 
accelerated flowering while the plants without ELF3 didn’t. If accelerated flowering 
at the higher temperature occurred in the A. thaliana plants with ELF3 but not in 
the plants without the protein, then ELF3 likely enables A. thaliana to respond to 
increased temperatures. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t mention whether any plants other 
than A. thaliana and stiff brome show temperature-sensitive flowering, so there 
is no support for the idea that this type of flowering is unique to A. thaliana. 
Choice B is incorrect because the text discusses the effects of ELF3 and not 
the production of it. There’s nothing in the text to suggest that the amount of 
ELF3 in A. thaliana varies with temperature. Choice D is incorrect. While the text 
states that there was no difference in the flowering of modified and unmodified 
A. thaliana plants at 22° Celsius, there’s no suggestion that A. thaliana only begins 
to flower at 22° Celsius; the text doesn’t mention a specific temperature threshold 
required for A. thaliana flowering.

QUESTION 20
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of finite 
and nonfinite verb forms within a sentence. Relative clauses, such as the one 
beginning with “which,” require a finite verb, a verb that can function as the main 
verb of a clause. This choice correctly supplies the clause with the finite past 
tense verb “provided.” 

Choice B is incorrect because the nonfinite participle “having provided” doesn’t 
supply the clause with a finite verb. Choice C is incorrect because the nonfinite 
to-infinitive “to provide” doesn’t supply the clause with a finite verb. Choice D is 
incorrect because the nonfinite participle “providing” doesn’t supply the clause 
with a finite verb.

n
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QUESTION 21
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of 
clauses within a sentence. This choice correctly uses a comma and the coordinating 
conjunction “but” to join a main clause (“Typically…value”) and a subordinate clause 
(“when…Whitman”) that precedes a main clause (“such… scholars”). 

Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. A main clause is 
fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction to a subordinate clause that 
precedes a main clause. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. 
A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between a main clause 
and a subordinate clause that precedes a main clause. Choice D is incorrect. 
Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction “but” can’t be used in this way to 
join a main clause and a subordinate clause that precedes a main clause.

QUESTION 22
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use 
between sentences. In this choice, the period after “percent” is used correctly 
to mark the boundary between one sentence (“After… percent”) and another 
(“Such…up”). 

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be 
used in this way to mark the boundary between sentences. Choice B is incorrect. 
Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction “and” can’t be used in this way to 
join sentences. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The 
sentences (“After…percent” and “Such…up”) are fused without punctuation and/or 
a conjunction.

QUESTION 23
Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between 
a verb and a preposition. When, as in this case, a verb (“is added”) is immediately 
followed by a preposition (“whenever”), no punctuation is needed. 

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the verb and 
the preposition. Choice B is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between 
the verb and the preposition. Choice C is incorrect because no punctuation is 
needed between the verb and the preposition.

QUESTION 24
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is subject-verb 
agreement. The singular verb “has enhanced” agrees in number with the singular 
subject “A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields,” which is the title of a book of poems. 

Choice B is incorrect because the plural verb “are enhancing” doesn’t agree in 
number with the singular subject “A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields.” Choice C is 
incorrect because the plural verb “have enhanced” doesn’t agree in number with 
the singular subject “A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields.” Choice D is incorrect 
because the plural verb “enhance” doesn’t agree in number with the singular 
subject “A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields.”

n
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QUESTION 25
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation 
use between a main clause and two supplementary elements. In this choice, 
the commas after “nickname” and “however” are correctly used to separate 
the supplementary adverb “however” from the main clause (“Scott-Heron…
nickname”) on one side and the supplementary participial phrase (“feeling…
bluesologist”) on the other. 

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary between the 
supplementary adverb “however” and the supplementary phrase (“feeling…
bluesologist”). Choice B is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be used in 
this way to join the supplementary adverb “however” and the supplementary 
phrase (“feeling…bluesologist”). Choice D is incorrect because a semicolon 
can’t be used in this way to join the main clause (“Scott-Heron…nickname”) and 
the supplementary word and phrase (“however” and “feeling…bluesologist”). 
Moreover, placing the semicolon after “nickname” illogically signals that the 
following information (Scott-Heron’s feeling that the nickname didn’t encapsulate 
his devotion to the blues tradition) is contrary to the information in the previous 
clause (Scott-Heron’s resistance to the nickname).

QUESTION 26
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use 
between a main clause and a supplementary phrase. This choice correctly uses 
a comma to mark the boundary between the main clause (“the portraits...quilts”) 
and the supplementary noun phrase (“the stitching...fabric”) that provides a 
further description of how the portraits can be identified as quilts. 

Choice A is incorrect. A comma and the conjunction “and” can’t be used in 
this way to join a main clause and a supplementary noun phrase. Choice C is 
incorrect because a semicolon can’t be used in this way to join a main clause 
and a supplementary noun phrase. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a 
rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning with “the stitching.”

QUESTION 27
Choice A is the best answer. “For instance” logically signals that the information 
in this sentence—that larch trees lose their needles every fall—is an example 
supporting the claim in the previous sentence (that not all conifer species keep 
their leaves or needles year-round). 

Choice B is incorrect because “nevertheless” illogically signals that the information 
in this sentence is true in spite of the claim about conifer species in the previous 
sentence. Instead, it’s an example supporting that claim. Choice C is incorrect 
because “meanwhile” illogically signals that the information in this sentence 
is separate from (while occurring simultaneously with) the claim about conifer 
species in the previous sentence. Instead, it’s an example supporting that claim. 
Choice D is incorrect because “in addition” illogically signals that the information in 
this sentence is merely an additional fact related to the claim about conifer species 
in the previous sentence. Instead, it’s an example supporting that claim.

n
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QUESTION 28
Choice A is the best answer. The sentence effectively describes the rocking chair 
to an audience unfamiliar with Sam Maloof, noting its sleek, contoured armrests 
and seat and explaining that Sam Maloof (the walnut chair’s creator) was an 
American woodworker. 

Choice B is incorrect. While the sentence explains who Sam Maloof was and 
mentions a chair, it doesn’t describe the chair. Choice C is incorrect. While the 
sentence explains who Sam Maloof was, it doesn’t describe the rocking chair. 
Choice D is incorrect. While the sentence describes the rocking chair, it doesn’t 
explain who Sam Maloof was.

QUESTION 29
Choice C is the best answer. The sentence emphasizes the decline in unique 
apple varieties in the US and specifies why this decline occurred, noting that 
thousands of apple varieties were lost because US farmers started mainly 
growing the same few unique varieties. 

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence introduces the Lost Apple Project; it doesn’t 
emphasize the decline in unique apple varieties in the US and specify why this 
decline occurred. Choice B is incorrect. While the sentence emphasizes the 
decline in unique apple varieties in the US, it doesn’t explain why this decline 
occurred. Choice D is incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the general decline 
of crop varieties in the mid-1900s; it doesn’t emphasize the specific decline in 
unique apple varieties in the US.

QUESTION 30
Choice C is the best answer. The sentence effectively introduces the poetry 
collection Precario/Precarious, noting that it is a collection by Vicuña that was 
published in 1983 by Tanam Press. 

Choice A is incorrect. While the sentence mentions the 1983 poetry collection 
Precario/Precarious, it focuses mainly on Vicuña’s visual art. Choice B is incorrect. 
The sentence doesn’t introduce the 1983 poetry collection Precario/Precarious; 
instead, it introduces Vicuña. Choice D is incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the 
location of Vicuña’s 1971 exhibition Pinturas, poemas y explicaciones; it doesn’t 
introduce the 1983 poetry collection Precario/Precarious.

QUESTION 31
Choice B is the best answer. The sentence effectively emphasizes Kind’s 
methodology: examining the student policies of 132 medical schools for 
guidelines about student social media use. 

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence specifies how many medical schools’ student 
policies are available online; it doesn’t emphasize the study’s methodology. 
Choice C is incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the study’s results, not the 
study’s methodology. Choice D is incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the aim of 
the study, not the study’s methodology.

n
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QUESTION 32
Choice C is the best answer. The sentence emphasizes both the duration (the 
length of time) and the purpose of Cohen’s and Rodrigues’s work by noting that 
the women have been working since 2003 to preserve Gullah culture. 

Choice A is incorrect. While the sentence emphasizes what visitors to Cohen’s 
and Rodrigues’s museums can learn, it doesn’t mention the duration or purpose 
of the women’s work. Choice B is incorrect. While the sentence emphasizes the 
purpose of Cohen’s and Rodrigues’s work, it doesn’t mention the duration of that 
work (the length of time the women have been working to preserve Gullah culture). 
Choice D is incorrect. While the sentence emphasizes where and when Gullah 
culture developed, it doesn’t mention the duration or purpose of Cohen’s and 
Rodrigues’s work.

QUESTION 33
Choice A is the best answer. The sentence effectively emphasizes the aim, or 
goal, of the research study (in other words, what the researchers hoped to learn 
from the study): Rogers and Russell wanted to know if woodland expansion is 
related to changes in climate. 

Choice B is incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the researchers’ findings; it 
doesn’t emphasize the aim of the study. Choice C is incorrect. The sentence 
emphasizes the results of the study; it doesn’t emphasize the aim. Choice D is 
incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the methodology of the study; it doesn’t 
emphasize the aim.

n
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