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Reading and Writing

Module 2

(33 questions)

QUESTION 1

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's
discussion of damage to viburnum plants. In this context, "healthy” would mean
not distressed or diseased. The text states that insect damage may cause
viburnum plants to be discolored and have abnormal growths. In the next
sentence, the phrase “on the other hand" indicates a contrast with the description
of plants suffering from damage. Thus, the context contrasts the appearance of
healthy, undamaged plants with the appearance of damaged plants.

Choice Ais incorrect because in this context, “struggling” would mean working
against difficulties. The text first describes viburnum plants experiencing damage
by insects, and the phrase "on the other hand” then establishes a contrast with
that description. It wouldn't make sense to contrast struggling viburnum plants
with those being damaged by insects, because in both cases the plants would be
experiencing difficulties. Choice Bis incorrect because in this context, "beneficial”
would mean producing good or helpful effects. The text doesn't discuss how
viburnum plants affect other things or suggest that the plants are helpful in

some way; rather, it focuses on how viburnum plants are affected by certain
conditions. Choice Cis incorrect because in this context “simple” would mean
plain or uncomplicated. The text doesn't discuss whether certain viburnum plants
are complicated or uncomplicated; rather, it focuses on how viburnum plants are
affected by certain conditions.
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QUESTION 2

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's
discussion of Cole's book Blind Spot. In this context, “enthusiasm for” means
excitement about. The text explains that Blind Spot consists of original
photographs as well as poetic prose—two elements that correspond to Cole's
passions, identified in the text, for photography and the written word. This context
suggests that Cole's excitement about photography and writing led him to create
a book that successfully combines the two mediums.

Choice Ais incorrect because describing Cole as feeling “indifference to" his two
passions wouldn't make sense in context. If Cole is indifferent to his passions,
that would mean he doesn't care about photography or writing—in which case
they wouldn’t be his passions at all. Choice C is incorrect because there's nothing
in the text to suggest that Cole feels “concern about,” or uneasiness about,

his passions. The text's use of the word “culminates” indicates that Blind Spot
represents a triumphant climax of Cole's passions, not a work that results from his
sense of discomfort with photography and writing. Choice D is incorrect because
there's nothing in the text to suggest that Cole feels “surprise at,” or astonished
by, his passions. The text indicates that Cole's feeling about his passions
"culminates” in a book that "evocatively” combines photographs and writing,
suggesting that Cole has a long-standing and skillful relationship to his passions,
not that he is startled by them.

QUESTION 3

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's
discussion of Jemisin's writing. In this context, “conform to” means to act in
accordance with something. The text suggests that in her science fiction writing,
Jemisin's willingness to go against expectations and not use plots and themes
that seem to follow a formula reflects how she treats the standard practices of the
genre. This context conveys that Jemisin chooses not to act in accordance with
those conventions.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, “question” would mean doubt or object to.
The text indicates that Jemisin is willing to go against expectations and not use
formulaic plots and themes in her science fiction writing, suggesting that she
may actually object to those conventions of the genre, not that she chooses not
to question them. Choice B is incorrect because the text indicates that in her
science fiction writing, Jemisin is willing to go against expectations and not use
formulaic plots and themes. Rather than suggesting that Jemisin chooses not to
"react to,” or act in response to, the standard practices of the genre, this context
suggests that she is acting in response to such conventions by deliberately
avoiding them. Choice C is incorrect. In this context, “perceive” would mean
become aware of or understand. The text indicates that in her science fiction
writing, Jemisin is willing to go against expectations and not use formulaic plots
and themes. This context conveys that Jemisin is aware of and deliberately avoids
those conventions of the genre, not that she chooses not to be aware of them.
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QUESTION 4

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's
description of how Pico feels about the natural world. In this context, to say that
Pico portrays his "ambivalence toward" nature would mean that he portrays his
mixed feelings about nature. The text explains that Pico "honors the centrality of
nature” and also makes it clear that he doesn't enjoy being in nature. This context
suggests that Pico feels ambivalence toward nature.

Choice Ais incorrect because saying that Pico portrays his “responsiveness to”
nature would mean that he portrays himself as quick to react to nature, which isn't
supported by the text. Instead, the text focuses on Pico's mixed feelings toward
nature, describing him as both honoring nature’s role in his tribe's beliefs and
expressing his personal dislike for being in nature. Choice C is incorrect because
saying that Pico portrays his "renunciation of” nature would mean that he portrays
himself as rejecting nature, which isn't supported by the text. The text conveys that
Pico demonstrates both positive and negative responses toward nature, not that
he's giving it up completely. Choice D is incorrect because saying that Pico portrays
his "mastery over” nature would mean that he portrays himself as having control over
nature, which isn't supported by the text. The text focuses on Pico's mixed feelings
about nature; nothing in the text suggests that Pico feels mastery over nature.

QUESTION 5

Choice A is the best answer because it accurately states the main purpose of
the text. The text begins by discussing the promise of the future, with positive
references to renewal such as “new roads,” "new beating of the drum,” and
"fresh seeing.” But with the "new sun,” the text continues, there will still be “the
same backs bending” and “the same sad feet” drumming, indicating that these
difficulties will follow people into this new day. The poem thus considers both the
rewards and challenges associated with the repetitiveness of human life.

Choice Bis incorrect because the text doesn't say anything about how memorable
activities are, let alone compare the memorability of activities completed at
different times of the day. Choice C is incorrect. Although the text contrasts hope
with difficulty, it does not compare the relative frequency of joyful feelings with
that of sad feelings. Choice D is incorrect because the text makes no distinction
between the experiences of individuals and the experiences of their communities.

QUESTION 6

Choice A is the best answer because it most accurately portrays the main
purpose of the text. At the beginning of the text, Tom asserts that he and the
other people staging the play are doing so only for “a little amusement among
ourselves” and aren't interested in attracting an audience or any attention with
the production. Then, Tom promises that the play they chose is modest and
appropriate, and he further reasons that using the well-written prose of “some
respectable author” is better than using their own words. Overall, the main
purpose of the text is to convey Tom's promise that the play will be inoffensive
and involve only a few people.
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Choice Bis incorrect because the text doesn't indicate that Tom had earlier
intentions for the play’'s performance or that anything has changed since the
group first decided to stage a play. Instead, the text focuses on how harmless the
entire endeavor will be. Choice C is incorrect. Although Tom mentions that using
the words of a “respectable author” will be better than using their own words,

he never addresses the idea that the people around him generally aren't skilled
enough to stage a play. Choice D is incorrect because in the text Tom specifically
says that they "want no audience, no publicity,” which indicates that they don't
plan on promoting the play at all.

QUESTION 7

Choice A is the best answer because it accurately describes the organization of
the elements within the text. The text begins with the claim that Joni Mitchell's
album covers use images she creates in order to emphasize ideas embedded in
her albums. It then goes on to provide an example of how Mitchell's self-portrait
on the cover of Turbulent Indigo resembles a painting by Van Gogh, which the text
indicates helps emphasize the strong connection Mitchell feels toward Van Gogh,
a connection that is also expressed in the album's title song.

Choice Bis incorrect because there are no references in the text to artists other
than Joni Mitchell and Van Gogh. Choice C is incorrect because there is nothing
in the text that calls attention to any similarities or differences between Joni
Mitchell and Van Gogh. Instead, it mentions that Mitchell feels a strong “artistic
connection” to Van Gogh. Choice D is incorrect because the text discusses the
cover before referring to any songs, and it only references one song from the
album not all the songs.

QUESTION 8

Choice C is the best answer because it reflects how Putirka and Xu (Text 2) would
likely characterize the conclusion presented in Text 1. Text 1 discusses a study by
Mark Holland and colleagues in which they detected traces of lithium and sodium in
the atmospheres of four white dwarf stars. The team claims that this supports the
idea that exoplanets with continental crusts like Earth's once orbited these stars.
Text 2 introduces Putirka and Xu, who indicate that sodium and lithium are present
in several different minerals and that some of those minerals might exist in types of
rock that are not found on Earth. Therefore, Putirka and Xu would likely describe the
conclusion in Text 1 as questionable because it does not consider that lithium and
sodium are also found in rocks that are not like Earth's continental crust.

Choice Ais incorrect because the texts do not indicate how widely held any
of the viewpoints described are. Choice B is incorrect because neither text
discusses how new this area of study is. Choice D is incorrect because neither
text discusses how likely lithium and sodium are to be detected by analyzing
wavelengths of light.
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QUESTION 9

Choice A is the best answer because it presents an explanation that is directly
stated in the text for why ecologists are worried about Pando. The text states that
Pando is a colony of about 47,000 quaking aspen trees that represents one of
the largest organisms on Earth. According to the text, ecologists are worried that
Pando’'s growth is declining, partly because animals are feeding on the trees. In
other words, the ecologists are worried that Pando isn't growing at the same rate
it used to.

Choice Bis incorrect. Rather than indicating that Pando isn't producing young
trees anymore, the text reveals that Pando is indeed producing young trees,
stating that those trees can be protected from grazing deer by strong fences.
Choice Cisincorrect because the text states that fences can be used to prevent
deer from eating Pando's young trees, not that Pando itself can't grow in new
areas because it's blocked by fences. Choice D is incorrect because the text
offers no evidence that Pando’s root system is incapable of supporting new trees
or is otherwise a cause of worry for ecologists.

QUESTION 10

Choice D is the best answer because it states why Wang and his team'’s discovery
of the Terropterus xiushanensis fossil was significant. The text explains that up
until Wang and his team's discovery, the only fossil evidence of mixopterids came
from the paleocontinent of Laurussia. Wang and his team, however, identified
fossil remains of a mixopterid species from the paleocontinent Gondwana.
Therefore, the team'’s discovery was significant because the fossil remains of a
mixopterid species were outside of the paleocontinent Laurussia.

Choice Ais incorrect. Although the text states that Wang and his team identified
fossilized remains of a mixopterid species that lived more than 400 million years
ago, it doesn't indicate that mixopterid fossils previously found by scientists dated
to a more recent period than that. Choice Bis incorrect. Although the text states
that mixopterids are related to modern arachnids and horseshoe crabs, it doesn't
suggest that the fossil discovered by Wang and his team confirmed that this
relationship is closer than scientists had previously thought. Choice Cis incorrect
because the team'’s fossil established the presence of mixopterids on Gondwana,
not on Laurussia. Moreover, the text only discusses the fossil in relation to the
geographical distribution of mixopterids, not in relation to their evolution.
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QUESTION 11

Choice A is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would
support the scholar’s claim about Toni Morrison's likely goal of strengthening

the presence of Black writers on Random House's list of published authors.

The text explains that Morrison was the first Black woman to be an editor for
Random House and that she was an editor there from 1967 to 1983. If it were true
that Random House published a higher percentage of works by Black authors
throughout the 1970s—during most of Morrison's time working there—than

it had previously published, that would suggest that Morrison may have made

a deliberate effort to strengthen the presence of Black authors on the list of
Random House's published authors, thus supporting the scholar’s claim.

Choice Bis incorrect because the scholar’s claim is about Morrison’'s work as an
editor at a publishing company and her likely effort to strengthen the presence
of Black writers on that company's list of published authors. It might be true that
Black authors interviewed in the 1980s and 1990s often cited Morrison's novels
as an influence on their work, but that finding would simply suggest something
about how those authors approached their work; it wouldn't show that Morrison
intended to increase the number of Black writers among the published authors
specifically at Random House. Choice C is incorrect because the scholar's claim
is about Morrison’'s work as an editor at a publishing company, not about her
work as a novelist. Therefore, a finding that Morrison's novels published after
1983 sold more copies and were more widely acclaimed than her earlier novels
would have no bearing on the claim that as an editor Morrison made an effort to
ensure that more Black writers were present on Random House's list of published
authors. Choice D is incorrect. Although the text discusses Morrison's work as an
editor at Random House, the scholar's claim focuses on Morrison's likely effort
in that role to increase the number of Black writers present on Random House's
list of published authors, not on the influence she may have had on the content
of the works she edited. Without knowing whether Morrison'’s stylistic influence
led to more publications or if Morrison applied her influence specifically to works
by Black writers, the finding that works edited by Morrison could be identified

by stylistic characteristics would have no bearing on the claim that Morrison
intended to strengthen the presence of Black writers among the published
authors at Random House.

QUESTION 12

Choice A is the best answer because it most effectively illustrates the claim that
Marti argues that a society's spiritual well-being depends on the character of its
literary culture. In the quotation, Marti asserts that poetry is “/more necessary to a
people than industry itself” and that it has the power to provide people with “faith
and vigor.” He also adds that literature gives people “the desire and strength for
life.” Therefore, this quotation shows that Marti believes that literature is a societal
necessity because it uplifts people and nourishes their spiritual well-being.

SAT PRACTICE TEST #3 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS



24

SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS = READING AND WRITING: MODULE 2

Choice Bis incorrect. Although this quotation emphasizes the importance of
literature, it focuses on how the nature of a society is reflected in that society’'s
literature rather than on literature'’s value for people’s spiritual well-being.

Choice Cis incorrect. Although this quotation involves an element of spirituality,

it doesn't discuss literature. The quotation instead focuses on humanity's actions.
Choice D is incorrect because this quotation mainly focuses on the importance of
Walt Whitman rather than on the value of literature in general.

QUESTION 13

Choice C is the best answer because it accurately describes data from the

table that support Barrett and Rayfield's suggestion about bite force estimates.
According to the text, Barrett and Rayfield believe that estimates of dinosaur bite
force may be strongly influenced by the methods used to produce them—that

is, that different methods may produce significantly different results. The table
shows that the studies by Bates and Falkingham and by Cost et al. used the same
estimation method (muscular and skeletal modeling) and produced similar bite
force estimates (approximately 35,000-57,000 newtons and 35,000-63,000
newtons, respectively). The study by Meers, however, used body-mass scaling
and produced a much higher bite force estimate (183,000-235,000 newtons),
while the study by Gignac and Erickson used tooth-bone interaction analysis and
produced a much lower bite force estimate (8,000-34,000 newtons). The fact
that one method produced similar estimates in two different studies and that
two different methods used in other studies produced substantially different
estimates supports the idea that dinosaur bite force estimates are significantly
influenced by the methodology used to produce them.

Choice Ais incorrect because it inaccurately describes data from the table.

The table does show that the studies by Meers and by Cost et al. used different
estimation methods and produced very different ranges of estimated dinosaur
bite force, which would support Barrett and Rayfield's suggestion that different
methodologies may produce significantly different estimates. However, the table
doesn't show that the study by Meers produced the lowest estimated maximum
bite force while the study by Cost et al. produced the highest. In fact, the study

by Meers estimated a maximum bite force of approximately 235,000 newtons,
which is the highest of all the estimated maximums. Choice B is incorrect.
Although the data from Gignac and Ericson’s study are accurately described, a
single set of findings from one study using only one methodology can't show that
different methodologies may produce significantly different dinosaur bite force
estimates, as Barrett and Rayfield suggest. Choice D is incorrect. Although the
table shows that the maximum bite force estimated by Cost et al. was higher than
that estimated by Bates and Falkingham, the difference is relatively small; in fact,
both teams estimated a minimum bite force of approximately 35,000 newtons
and a maximum bite force close to approximately 60,000 newtons. Because these
findings demonstrate that a single methodology (muscular and skeletal modeling)
produced similar overall results in two studies, the findings don't support Barrett
and Rayfield's suggestion that different methodologies may produce significantly
different dinosaur bite force estimates.
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QUESTION 14

Choice A is the best answer because it most effectively uses data from the table
to support the researchers’ conclusion about the harvesting of clamshells by
Neanderthals for use as tools. The text explains that Neanderthals used clamshells
to make tools and that the sturdiest, and therefore the most desirable, shells for
this purpose are found on the seafloor, not on the beach. However, the researchers
also concluded that the clamshell tools made from shells from the seafloor are
rarer than those made from shells from the beach. Meanwhile the table shows that
at each depth, the number of tools made from shells from the beach exceeds the
number made from the more desirable shells from the seafloor. The fact that the
more desirable shells are less common suggests that it was significantly more
difficult to harvest shells from the seafloor than from the beach.

Choice Bis incorrect because knowing which depth represents the period of
time with the highest Neanderthal population does not help answer the question
of why the Neanderthals consistently made more tools from the less desirable
shells from the beach than they made from the more desirable shells from the
seafloor. Choice C is incorrect because it claims that the beach shells are more
durable than the seafloor shells, which contradicts the text's description of shells
from the seafloor as smoother and sturdier than shells from the beach. Choice D
is incorrect because knowing which depth has the most artifacts or whether the
clam population fluctuated does not help explain why tools made from the less
desirable shells from the beach outnumber tools made from the more desirable
shells from the seafloor.

QUESTION 15

Choice Cis the best answer because it describes data from the table that support
the researcher's hypothesis. According to the text, the researcher hypothesized
that Arctic ground squirrels would exhibit longer torpor bouts and shorter arousal
episodes than Alaska marmots do—or, put the other way, that the marmots would
show shorter torpor bouts and longer arousal episodes than the ground squirrels
do. The table shows data about torpor bouts and arousal episodes for the two
species from 2008 to 201 1. According to the table, the average duration of torpor
bouts was 13.81 days for Alaska marmots, shorter than the average of 16.77 days
for Arctic ground squirrels, and the average duration of arousal episodes was 21.2
hours for Alaska marmots, longer than the average of 14.2 hours for Arctic ground
squirrels. Thus, the table supports the researcher’s hypothesis by showing that
Alaska marmots had shorter bouts of torpor and longer arousal episodes than
Arctic ground squirrels did.

Choice A is incorrect because it inaccurately describes data from the table and
doesn't support the researcher’s hypothesis. The table shows that the average
duration of arousal episodes was less than a day for both Alaska marmots (21.2
hours) and Arctic ground squirrels (14.2 hours). Additionally, information about
arousal episodes for Alaska marmots and Arctic ground squirrels isn't sufficient
to support a hypothesis involving comparisons of both arousal episodes and
torpor bouts for those animals. Choice Bis incorrect because it doesn't support
the researcher's hypothesis, which involves comparisons of arousal episodes
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as well as torpor bouts for Alaska marmots and Arctic ground squirrels. Noting
that both animals had torpor bouts lasting several days, on average, doesn't
address arousal episodes at all, nor does it reveal how the animals’ torpor bouts
compared. Choice Dis incorrect because it doesn't support the researcher’s
hypothesis. Although the table does show that Alaska marmots had more torpor
bouts (12) than arousal episodes (11) and that their arousal episodes were

much shorter than their torpor bouts (21.2 hours and 13.81 days, respectively),
comparing data across only Alaska marmot behaviors isn't sufficient to support
a hypothesis about torpor and arousal behaviors of both Alaska marmots and
Arctic ground squirrels.

QUESTION 16

Choice Cis the best answer because it most logically completes the argument
about an unintended effect of the Nagoya Protocol. The text explains that the
Nagoya Protocol is an agreement ensuring that Indigenous communities are
compensated when their agricultural resources and knowledge are used by
corporations. The text then states that the protocol allows corporations to
keep their agreements with Indigenous communities confidential, about which
some Indigenous advocates express concern. Choice C, when inserted into the
blank, gives a good justification for the advocates’ concern: such secrecy could
mean that the public is unable to determine whether participating Indigenous
communities were properly compensated under these agreements.

Choice Ais incorrect. The text suggests that because corporations can keep
their agreements with Indigenous communities confidential, Indigenous
communities, not corporations, might not be compensated fairly. Choice Bis
incorrect because the text doesn't suggest that the ability of corporations to
keep their agreements with Indigenous communities confidential would place
limits on how much research corporations can undertake. Choice D is incorrect
because the text doesn't indicate that Indigenous communities aim to learn new
harvesting methods from their corporate partners. Rather, the text suggests that
corporations use the knowledge of Indigenous communities for their research.
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QUESTION 17

Choice Cis the best answer because it most logically completes the text's
discussion of the sweet potato in Polynesia. The text indicates that the sweet
potato is found in Polynesia but originated in South America, and that the sweet
potato was being cultivated by Native Hawaiians and other Indigenous peoples in
Polynesia long before sea voyages between South America and Polynesia began.
The text goes on to note that research by Mufioz-Rodriguez and colleagues

has established that the Polynesian varieties of sweet potato split from South
American varieties more than 100,000 years ago, which is thousands of years
before humans settled in Polynesia. If Polynesian peoples were cultivating the
sweet potato before sea voyages between Polynesia and South America began,
and if Polynesian varieties of sweet potato diverged from South American
varieties well before people were in Polynesia, it can reasonably be concluded
that humans didn't play a role in bringing the sweet potato to Polynesia.

Choice Aisincorrect. The text doesn't provide any information about when the
sweet potato began to be cultivated in South America, so there's no support
for the conclusion that cultivation began in Polynesia before it began in South
America. Choice Bis incorrect because the text indicates that the sweet potato
was being cultivated in Polynesia long before sea journeys between Polynesia
and South America began. Therefore, it wouldn't be reasonable to conclude that
Polynesian peoples acquired the sweet potato from South American peoples.
Additionally, the text indicates that the Polynesian varieties of sweet potato
diverged from the South American varieties thousands of years before people
settled in Polynesia, which suggests that the sweet potato was already present
in Polynesia when people arrived. Choice D is incorrect because the text states
that the domestic sweet potato, which is found in Polynesia, descends from a
wild South American plant, not from a domesticated South American plant. The
only people that the text describes as cultivating the sweet potato are Native
Hawaiians and other Indigenous peoples of Polynesia.
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QUESTION 18

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of verbs
to express tense in a sentence. In this choice, the present tense verb “reach”
is consistent with the present tense verbs “travel” and “are diverted” used to
describe how atoms move through the synchrotron.

Choice A is incorrect because the future tense verb "will reach” is inconsistent
with the present tense verbs used to describe how atoms move through the
synchrotron. Though the atoms’ movement is a recurring action and "will reach”
can also be used to indicate a habitual or recurring action, it creates a logical
inconsistency in this sentence when paired with the present tense verbs “travel”
and “are diverted.” Choice C is incorrect because the past perfect tense verb
"had reached" is inconsistent with the present tense verbs used to describe how
atoms move through the synchrotron. Choice D is incorrect because the present
progressive tense verb “are reaching” is inconsistent with the present tense verbs
used to describe how atoms move through the synchrotron. While both verbs
occur in the present, the present progressive tense suggests that the action is
currently in progress. This creates a logical inconsistency when paired with the
present tense verbs “travel” and "are diverted,” which offer a general description
of the tendencies of the atoms' movement, rather than a description of an action
that is currently in progress.

QUESTION 19

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of finite and
nonfinite verb forms within a sentence. A main clause requires a finite verb to
perform the action of the subject (in this case, “a recent study"”), and this choice
supplies the finite present tense verb “explains” to indicate that the study explains
why plants that attract bats have evolved to produce moderately sweet nectar.

Choice Bis incorrect because the nonfinite participle “explaining” doesn't supply
the main clause with a finite verb. Choice C is incorrect because the nonfinite
participle “having explained” doesn't supply the main clause with a finite verb.
Choice Dis incorrect because the nonfinite to-infinitive “to explain” doesn't
supply the main clause with a finite verb.

QUESTION 20

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is subject-verb
agreement. The singular verb “outlines” agrees in number with the singular
subject "document.”

Choice A is incorrect because the plural verb "have outlined” doesn't agree in
number with the singular subject "document.” Choice B is incorrect because the
plural verb "were outlining” doesn't agree in number with the singular subject
"document.” Choice D is incorrect because the plural verb “outline” doesn't agree
in number with the singular subject "document.”
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QUESTION 21

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between
a main clause and a subordinate clause. This choice correctly uses a comma to
mark the boundary between the main clause (“the colorful...decade”) and the
subordinate clause (“while...centuries”) that provides contrasting information
about the life span of rougheye rockfish.

Choice Ais incorrect because a colon can't be used in this way to join a main
clause and a subordinate clause. Choice Bis incorrect because it results in a
rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning with “while.” Choice C is
incorrect because a semicolon can't be used in this way to join a main clause and
a subordinate clause.

QUESTION 22

Choice Cis the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between
a supplementary phrase and a main clause. This choice correctly uses a comma
to mark the boundary between the supplementary phrase (“powered...day"),
which describes how the LEDs are powered, and the main clause (“the blinking...
night”).

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary between the
supplementary phrase and the main clause with appropriate punctuation.
Furthermore, placing commas around the phrase “by solar panels” suggests that
it could be removed without affecting the coherence of the sentence, which isn't
the case. Choice Bis incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary between
the supplementary phrase and the main clause with appropriate punctuation.
Choice Dis incorrect. Placing commas around the phrase “collected by solar
panels during the day” suggests that it could be removed without affecting the
coherence of the sentence, which isn't the case.

QUESTION 23

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination
of main clauses. This choice correctly uses a comma and the coordinating
conjunction "but” to join the first main clause ("Materials... Ru") and the second
main clause (“the alloy...NiCoCr").

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main
clauses are fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice Bis
incorrect because when coordinating two longer main clauses such as these, it's
conventional to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction. Choice Cis
incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it,
a comma can't be used in this way to join two main clauses.
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QUESTION 24

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested here is subject-verb
agreement. The singular verb “was" agrees in number with the singular subject
"Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin.”

Choice Bis incorrect because the plural verb "were” doesn't agree in number with
the singular subject “"Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin.” Choice Cis incorrect because
the plural verb “are” doesn't agree in number with the singular subject "Josephine
St. Pierre Ruffin.” Choice D is incorrect because the plural verb “have been”
doesn't agree in number with the singular subject "Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin.”

QUESTION 25

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is subject-modifier
placement. This choice makes the noun phrase “researcher Robert Losey” the
subject of the sentence and places it immediately after the modifying phrase
"since...Siberia.” In doing so, this choice clearly establishes that researcher
Robert Losey— and not another noun in the sentence—is who uncovered
fragments of a 2,000-year-old reindeer training harness in northern Siberia.

Choice Bis incorrect because it results in a dangling modifier. The placement of
the noun phrase “researcher Robert Losey's argument” immediately after the
modifying phrase illogically suggests that the “argument” is what uncovered
fragments of a 2,000-year-old reindeer training harness in northern Siberia.
Choice Cisincorrect because it results in a dangling modifier. The placement
of the noun "domestication” immediately after the modifying phrase illogically
suggests that "domestication” is what uncovered fragments of a 2,000-year-old
reindeer training harness in northern Siberia. Choice D is incorrect because it
results in a dangling modifier. The placement of the noun phrase “the argument
immediately after the modifying phrase illogically suggests that the "argument”
is what uncovered fragments of a 2,000-year-old reindeer training harness in
northern Siberia.

"

QUESTION 26

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use
between sentences. In this choice, the period after “tombs" is used correctly to
mark the boundary between one sentence (“Archaeologist..tombs”) and another
("Built...nature").

Choice Bis incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can't be
used in this way to mark the boundary between sentences. Choice C is incorrect.
Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction "and” can't be used in this way

to join the two sentences. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a run-on
sentence. The sentences ("Archaeologist...tombs” and “Built...nature”) are fused
without punctuation and/or a conjunction.
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QUESTION 27

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation
around noun phrases. No punctuation is needed because the noun phrase
"aluminum oxide" is a restrictive appositive, meaning that it provides essential
identifying information about the noun phrase before it, “the chemical compound.”

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed. Choice Bis incorrect
because no punctuation is needed. Choice Cis incorrect because the noun
phrase “aluminum oxide" is a restrictive appositive. Setting the phrase off with
commas suggests that it could be removed without affecting the coherence of
the sentence, which isn't the case.

QUESTION 28

Choice A is the best answer. “Currently” logically signals that the archaeologists’
use of drones (a current technology) to photograph the lines is the present-day
continuation of the ongoing archaeological research described in the previous
sentence.

Choice Bis incorrect because “in comparison” illogically signals that the action
described in this sentence offers a comparison to the ongoing archaeological
research described in the previous sentence. Instead, the use of drones is the
present-day continuation of that research. Choice Cis incorrect because “still”
illogically signals that the action described in this sentence occurs despite the
ongoing archaeological research described in the previous sentence. Instead,
the use of drones is the present-day continuation of that research. Choice D is
incorrect because "however" illogically signals that the action described in this
sentence occurs either despite or in contrast to the ongoing archaeological
research described in the previous sentence. Instead, the use of drones is the
present-day continuation of that research.

QUESTION 29

Choice D is the best answer. "Second” logically signals that the information in
this sentence—that the effort to bury the ship would likely only have been made
for a king—joins the information in the previous sentence (“first...") in supporting
Brunning’s claim that the burial site was likely the tomb of a king.

Choice Ais incorrect because “instead” illogically signals that the information in
this sentence presents an alternative or substitute to the previous information
about the gold artifacts inside the ship. Rather, this sentence presents a second
piece of information that supports Brunning's claim. Choice Bis incorrect
because “still" illogically signals that the information in this sentence exists in
contrast to or despite the previous information about the gold artifacts inside the
ship. Instead, this sentence presents a second piece of information that supports
Brunning's claim. Choice C is incorrect because "specifically” illogically signals
that the information in this sentence specifies or elaborates on the previous
information about the gold artifacts inside the ship. Instead, this sentence
presents a second piece of information that supports Brunning's claim.
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QUESTION 30

Choice D is the best answer. “Thus” logically signals that the claim in this
sentence—that animals performing only basic actions should allocate relatively
few resources to their brain tissue—is a consequence of the previous sentence'’s
claim about the energy demands of animal brains (namely, that the more diverse
an animal’s behaviors, the more energy its brain needs).

Choice A is incorrect because “"subsequently” illogically signals that the claim

in this sentence occurs later in a chronological sequence of events than the
previous sentence'’s claim about the energy demands of animal brains. Instead,
the second claim is a consequence of the first. Choice Bis incorrect because
"besides” illogically signals that the claim in this sentence provides a separate
point in addition to, or apart from, the previous sentence's claim about the energy
demands of animal brains. Instead, the second claim is a consequence of the first.
Choice Cisincorrect because "nevertheless” illogically signals that the claim in
this sentence is true in spite of the previous sentence’s claim about the energy
demands of animal brains. Instead, the second claim is a consequence of the first.

QUESTION 31

Choice A is the best answer. “Nevertheless” logically signals that the information
in this sentence—that the spacesuits Suttirat Larlarb designed for the film
Sunshine were made in standard sizes in a factory—presents a notable exception
to Larlarb's typical approach of custom-fitting garments to actors, which is
described in the previous sentence.

Choice Bis incorrect because “thus” illogically signals that the information in this
sentence is a result or consequence of the previous information about Larlarb’s
typical approach of custom-fitting garments to actors. Instead, it presents a
notable exception to Larlarb's typical approach. Choice C is incorrect because
"likewise" illogically signals that the information in this sentence is similar to the
previous information about Larlarb’s typical approach of custom-fitting garments
to actors. Instead, it presents a notable exception to Larlarb's typical approach.
Choice D is incorrect because "moreover” illogically signals that the information
in this sentence merely adds to the previous information about Larlarb'’s typical
approach of custom-fitting garments to actors. Instead, it presents a notable
exception to Larlarb's typical approach.
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QUESTION 32

Choice D is the best answer. The sentence uses “both” to emphasize a thematic
similarity between Tan's two books, noting that both Tales from Outer Suburbia
and Tales from the Inner City describe surreal events occurring in otherwise
ordinary places.

Choice Ais incorrect. The sentence emphasizes a difference (one contains
fewer stories than the other), not a similarity, between the two books. Choice B
is incorrect. The sentence indicates that Tan's books were published ten years
apart; it doesn't emphasize a similarity between the two books. Choice Cis
incorrect. The sentence uses "unlike” to emphasize a difference between Tales
from Outer Suburbia and Tales from the Inner City; it doesn't emphasize a
similarity between the two books.

QUESTION 33

Choice A is the best answer. The sentence emphasizes the aim of the research
study by highlighting what the researchers conducting the study wanted to
know—specifically, which factors influence clutch size among lizards.

Choice Bis incorrect because the sentence emphasizes what researchers
determined at the end of the study, not what the study’s aim was. Choice C is
incorrect because the sentence emphasizes a finding from the research study,
not the aim of the study. Choice D is incorrect because the sentence emphasizes
the research study's methodology, not its aim.
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