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Reading and Writing
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QUESTION 1
Choice B is the best answer because it best completes the text’s discussion of 
how viewers respond to colors. The text presents something art scholars have 
noted and gives the example of people tending to find paintings with blues and 
greens more appealing than those with yellows and oranges. This context 
conveys that certain colors are more “attractive to” viewers than other colors are. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text indicates only that people tend to find 
some colors more appealing than others and gives no indication that certain 
colors are ever “confusing for,” or puzzling to, viewers. Choice C is incorrect 
because the text discusses the relative appeal of certain colors in paintings but 
gives no indication that any colors would ever be “corrected by” viewers, or 
somehow fixed or improved by them. Choice D is incorrect because it wouldn’t 
make much sense to say that some colors are more “similar to” viewers than 
others, which would suggest that colors and viewers are alike to different 
degrees. Further, the text primarily emphasizes a difference, not a similarity, in 
how appealing paintings tend to be based on the colors they contain.

QUESTION 2
Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of how biodiversity loss due to invasive species can be avoided. As 
used in this context, “preventable” means able to be stopped or kept from 
happening. The text indicates that “people can take simple steps” to avoid 
bringing possible invasive species into new environments. It presents these steps 
as an example of how biodiversity loss due to invasive species is preventable. 

Choice B is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense to say that a simple step like 
washing your shoes after traveling is an example of biodiversity loss due to 
invasive species being “undeniable,” or something that can’t be proved to be 
wrong. Although the text may suggest that biodiversity loss due to invasive 
species is something that really happens, the word that completes the text must 
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make the first sentence into an assertion that is illustrated by the second 
sentence, and the second sentence illustrates the idea that biodiversity loss due 
to invasive species is preventable, not undeniable. Choice C is incorrect because 
it wouldn’t make sense to say that a simple step like washing your shoes after 
traveling is an example of biodiversity loss due to invasive species being 
“common,” or something that happens regularly. Additionally, the text doesn’t 
provide any information about how frequently invasive species cause biodiversity 
loss. Choice D is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense to say that a simple 
step like washing your shoes after traveling is an example of biodiversity loss due 
to invasive species being “concerning,” or something that is troubling or causes 
worry. Although the text implies that the phenomenon of biodiversity loss due to 
invasive species is itself a concerning phenomenon, the word that completes the 
text must make the first sentence into an assertion that is illustrated by the 
second sentence, and the second sentence illustrates the idea that biodiversity 
loss due to invasive species is preventable, not concerning.

QUESTION 3
Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion about recycling plastics. In this context, “inadequate” means not 
satisfactory. The text indicates that the mechanical plastic-recycling process 
affects the environment and causes “the loss of material quality.” The text 
contrasts that with Chazovachii’s chemical plastic-recycling process, which is 
cleaner and produces a desirable product. The text’s emphasis on the negative 
aspects of mechanical recycling suggests that it is inadequate in terms of 
environmental impact and the quality of the material the process yields. 

Choice A is incorrect because in this context “resilient” would mean able to 
withstand difficulty and the text does not characterize the plastic-recycling 
process as having this quality or describe any difficulties that these processes 
might need to overcome. Choice C is incorrect because in this context “dynamic” 
would mean constantly changing. Although the text suggests that there have 
been changes in the field of recycling, as is the case with the advent of 
Chazovachii’s chemical recycling process, there is nothing to suggest that the 
mechanical process itself has changed or is prone to change. Choice D is 
incorrect because in this context “satisfactory” would mean acceptable but not 
perfect. The text mentions only shortcomings of the mechanical process 
(environmental effects and lower material quality), so the text more strongly 
supports a negative view of this process and provides no evidence that it would 
be considered satisfactory.

QUESTION 4
Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the Three Sisters intercropping system. As used in this context, 
“intricate” would mean made up of complexly related elements. The text indicates 
that in the Three Sisters system, maize, squash, and beans form a “web of 
relations” in which the crops interact in various ways. The text’s description of 
these interactions—the bean vines growing on the maize stalks, the squash vines 
keeping weeds away, and the beans adding nutrients that the maize and squash 
use—provides context suggesting that this “web of relations” is intricate. 
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Choice A is incorrect because describing the relationship among the crops in the 
Three Sisters system as “indecipherable,” or impossible to comprehend, would 
not make sense in context. Although the text presents the relationship as 
complex, the text’s description of the role that each crop plays makes it clear that 
the relationship is well understood, not indecipherable. Choice B is incorrect 
because the text discusses the practical benefits that each plant in the Three 
Sisters system provides to other members of the system, showing that the 
relationship among the crops that make up the system is not “ornamental,” or 
mainly serving a decorative purpose. Choice C is incorrect because describing 
the relationship among the crops in the Three Sisters system as “obscure,” or 
unknown or poorly understood, would not make sense in context. Although the 
text presents the relationship as complex, the text’s description of the role that 
each crop plays makes it clear that the relationship is well understood, not 
obscure.

QUESTION 5
Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of baleen whale accessory spleens. In this context, “latent” means 
dormant or functionless. The text sets up a contrast between the idea that baleen 
whale accessory spleens appear not to have a function and the research 
indicating that the accessory spleen may actually have a role in supporting the 
whales’ diving mechanisms. This context therefore conveys the idea that the 
assumption that baleen whale accessory spleens are latent may be incorrect. 

Choice A is incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense to say that the role of the 
accessory spleen is “replicable,” or capable of being reproduced. The text 
indicates that the role of the accessory spleen seems to have no function, but 
some researchers think it does have a role; the text doesn’t address whether the 
role of the accessory spleen could or couldn’t be reproduced. Choice B is 
incorrect because suggesting that the role of the accessory spleen is 
“predetermined,” or decided in advance, wouldn’t make sense in context. 
Although the researchers may agree that the role of the accessory spleen or any 
other organ hasn’t been determined in advance, the text focuses on the idea that 
the accessory spleen was thought to have been functionless but may in fact 
serve an active role for baleen whales. Choice C is incorrect because it’s the 
opposite of what the context of the text is conveying. The second sentence of the 
text indicates that baleen whale accessory spleens may not be useless, not that 
they aren’t “operative,” or functional.

QUESTION 6
Choice A is the best answer because it most accurately states the main purpose 
of the text. After providing a brief introduction to computer scientist Luis von Ahn, 
the text focuses on discussing how von Ahn’s digitization work led to the 
invention of a digital security test known as reCAPTCHA. 

Choice B is incorrect because the text doesn’t address how digital scanners work. 
Choice C is incorrect. Although the text mentions von Ahn’s book-digitizing 
project, that information is provided as a detail, not as the main purpose of the 
text. Choice D is incorrect because the text doesn’t provide any indication of 
reCAPTCHA’s popularity; instead, it describes reCAPTCHA’s origin.
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QUESTION 7
Choice C is the best answer because it most accurately describes the overall 
structure of the text. Throughout the text, the speaker characterizes nighttime as 
if it were a person who wears clothing (“a garment” that is “velvet soft” and “violet 
blue”) and a veil “over her face” and who moves her hands “slowly with their 
gem-starred light” through her dark hair. Thus, the text is structured as an 
extended comparison of night to a human being. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text never mentions any particular location; 
instead, it focuses on presenting a single description of night as a person with 
certain clothing and features. Choice B is incorrect because the text doesn’t make 
any reference to the sun or sunrise; instead, it focuses on presenting a single 
image of night as a person with certain clothing and features. Choice D is 
incorrect. Rather than describing how nighttime changes seasonally (or in any 
other way), the text presents a single image of night as a person with certain 
clothing and features.

QUESTION 8
Choice A is the best answer because it most accurately portrays the main 
purpose of the text. At the beginning of the text, Tom asserts that he and the 
other people staging the play are doing so only for “a little amusement among 
ourselves” and aren’t interested in attracting an audience or any attention with the 
production. Then, Tom promises that the play they chose is modest and 
appropriate, and he further reasons that using the well-written prose of “some 
respectable author” is better than using their own words. Overall, the main 
purpose of the text is to convey Tom’s promise that the play will be inoffensive 
and involve only a few people. 

Choice B is incorrect because the text doesn’t indicate that Tom had earlier 
intentions for the play’s performance or that anything has changed since the 
group first decided to stage a play. Instead, the text focuses on how harmless the 
entire endeavor will be. Choice C is incorrect. Although Tom mentions that using 
the words of a “respectable author” will be better than using their own words, he 
never addresses the idea that the people around him generally aren’t skilled 
enough to stage a play. Choice D is incorrect because in the text Tom specifically 
says that they “want no audience, no publicity,” which indicates that they don’t 
plan on promoting the play at all.

QUESTION 9
Choice A is the best answer because based on Text 2, it represents how 
Behrenfeld and colleagues would most likely respond to the “conventional 
wisdom” discussed in Text 1. The conventional wisdom cited holds the opinion 
that when there is species diversity within a phytoplankton population, “one 
species should emerge after outcompeting the rest”—that is, after being so 
successful in competing for resources that the other species vanish from the 
population. However, Text 2 explains that according to Behrenfeld and colleagues, 
phytoplankton are so small and spaced so far apart in the water that there is 
“much less” direct competition for resources within phytoplankton populations 
than scientists had previously thought. 
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Choice B is incorrect because Text 2 never discusses whether routine 
replenishment of ocean nutrients affects competition between phytoplankton 
species. Choice C is incorrect because the interspecies competition discussed in 
both texts is specifically between phytoplankton species, and neither text 
considers whether phytoplankton compete for resources with larger 
nonphytoplankton species. Choice D is incorrect because according to Text 2, 
Behrenfeld and colleagues argue that water density decreases, not increases, 
competition between phytoplankton species.

QUESTION 10
Choice D is the best answer because it most accurately describes what the 
narrator and Mario did while riding in the car. The text describes a car trip that the 
narrator is taking with her family. The text states that during the car ride, the 
narrator and Mario “played games” to see how many different license plates they 
could spot. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t mention the narrator and Mario 
reading during the car ride and instead describes them playing games. Choice B 
is incorrect because the text doesn’t mention the narrator and Mario singing 
songs during the car ride and instead describes them playing games. Choice C is 
incorrect because the text doesn’t mention the narrator and Mario sleeping 
during the car ride and instead describes them playing games.

QUESTION 11
Choice B is the best answer because it presents a statement about how Richard 
Wagner achieved moments of extremely high volume in his operas that is 
supported by the text. The text states that European composers experimented 
with volume in their works by increasing the number of musicians in the orchestra 
and provides the example of Wagner, who “added more horns, trombones, and 
tubas to the orchestra.” The text explains that by having more of these 
instruments playing at the same time, the overall volume of the orchestra could be 
dramatically increased at key moments in Wagner’s operas. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text never indicates that Wagner moved his 
operas indoors to achieve moments of extremely high volume, nor does it indicate 
that his operas were previously performed outdoors. The only technique 
discussed in the text for achieving extremely high volume is Wagner’s addition of 
more instruments to create a bigger, louder orchestra. Choice C is incorrect 
because the text never says that Wagner built or used a specially designed 
concert hall to increase volume through echoes. The only technique discussed in 
the text is Wagner’s addition of more instruments to create a bigger, louder 
orchestra. Choice D is incorrect because the text never mentions any special 
training for singers related to volume or singing for extended periods. The text’s 
focus is entirely on the orchestra and how Wagner and other European 
composers used instruments to experiment with volume in their musical works.



	 22	 SAT PRACTICE TEST #8 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS

SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS n READING AND WRITING: MODULE 2

QUESTION 12
Choice C is the best answer because it presents a statement about the 
difrasismo in cuauhtli in ocelotl that is directly supported by the text. The text 
begins by describing difrasismo, a device used in Classical Nahuatl poetry. The 
text then mentions the device’s two functions: a formal one (giving structure to 
lines of verse) and a ritualistic one. The text indicates that the relation between the 
words in a difrasismo may appear tenuous without the additional information 
supplied by Aztec ceremonial culture but that the meaning becomes intelligible in 
the context of that information. Therefore, the difrasismo’s apparent obscurity 
can be resolved when considered in the proper cultural context. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t indicate that the two nouns used in 
a difrasismo are semantically equivalent; instead, the text indicates that the two 
nouns used in a difrasismo make up a single metaphor whose meaning is often 
intelligible only in the context of information supplied by Aztec ceremonial culture. 
Choice B is incorrect because the text doesn’t indicate that there’s a relationship 
between the formal function of the difrasismo and the difrasismo’s intelligibility. 
Additionally, the text suggests that present-day readers who are familiar with 
Aztec ceremonial culture wouldn’t find the difrasismo to be unintelligible. Choice D 
is incorrect because the text doesn’t indicate that the frequency of difrasismo’s 
use in Classical Nahuatl is a necessary feature of intelligibility: the text indicates 
that an infrequently used difrasismo would presumably also be intelligible to 
members of an Aztec audience who are sufficiently familiar with Aztec ceremonial 
culture.

QUESTION 13
Choice D is the best answer because it most accurately states the main idea of 
the text. The text explains that economist Adam Smith’s famous metaphor of the 
invisible hand was putatively (that is, widely assumed but not proven) intended to 
illustrate a robust model (a consistently accurate generalization) of how 
individuals pursuing their own economic interests can create broader benefits for 
the population. The text then emphasizes the lack of affirmative evidence for this 
idea by calling out the term “putatively,” and explaining that, according to Gavin 
Kennedy, Smith used the metaphor only once in his works, in reference to specific 
circumstances related to the now-outdated economic view known as 
mercantilism, and that the metaphor didn’t garner much attention until 
economists in the twentieth century held it up as a paradigm (a theoretical 
framework in the field) and thereby implied that Smith shared some of their views 
on economics. By emphasizing “putatively,” the text implies that there is no 
independent reason to believe that Smith would agree with the metaphor’s use 
outside of the specific context for which he wrote it and that, therefore, the 
twentieth-century economists who used it did so to support their own views 
without regard for the metaphor’s importance to Smith’s work.

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text indicates that Smith’s metaphor was 
largely ignored until some twentieth-century economists revived it and bolstered 
its status, the text suggests that the later economists used Smith’s metaphor to 
self-servingly boost their own work while ignoring the original context in which 
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Smith wrote it. Moreover, the statement in this choice fails to reflect the text’s 
emphasis on Smith’s limited use of the metaphor in his work. Choice B is 
incorrect. Although the text indicates that some twentieth-century economists 
altered the significance of Smith’s metaphor, the text doesn’t suggest that the 
metaphor is a “useful model” of how aggregate benefits arise from individuals’ 
selfish actions, let alone that this usefulness is unaffected by taking the metaphor 
out of its original context. Choice C is incorrect. Although the text indicates that 
Smith’s metaphor was intended as a model of how individuals acting in their own 
interest produce aggregate benefits and it was written within the context of the 
now-outdated economic theory of mercantilism, these points are subordinate to 
the primary idea in the text, which is that Smith’s use of the metaphor was tightly 
constrained but twentieth-century economists ignored the original context so 
that they could use the metaphor to suggest, without support, that Smith would 
agree with their economic views.

QUESTION 14
Choice B is the best answer because it provides the most direct support from the 
table for the claim that two languages can convey similar amounts of information 
even if they’re spoken at different rates. The table shows the approximate rates at 
which five languages are spoken and the rates at which those five languages 
convey information. Vietnamese is spoken at around 5.3 syllables per second, 
whereas Spanish is spoken at around 7.7 syllables per second, but the two 
languages convey information at very similar rates: Vietnamese at a rate of around 
42.5 bits per second and Spanish at a rate of around 42.0 bits per second. Thus, 
the description of Vietnamese conveying information at around the same rate that 
Spanish does despite being spoken more slowly supports the claim in the text 
that languages can convey the same amount of information even if spoken at 
different rates. 

Choice A is incorrect because it isn’t true that Thai and Hungarian have the lowest 
rates of speech of the five languages shown. According to the table, Hungarian is 
spoken at around 5.9 syllables per second, which is faster than Vietnamese 
(5.3 syllables per second). Additionally, even if this statement were true, the 
assertion that two languages are spoken the slowest and convey information the 
slowest wouldn’t support the claim that languages can convey the same amount 
of information even if they’re spoken at different rates. Choice C is incorrect 
because it isn’t true that the fastest-spoken language (Spanish, at 7.7 syllables 
per second) also conveys information the fastest: Spanish conveys information at 
42.0 bits per second, which is slower than the 42.5 bits-per-second rate at which 
Vietnamese conveys information. Additionally, even if this statement were true, 
the assertion that the language spoken the fastest also conveys information the 
fastest has no bearing on the claim that languages can convey the same amount 
of information even if they’re spoken at different rates. Choice D is incorrect 
because it isn’t true that Serbian conveys information faster than Spanish does. 
According to the table, Serbian conveys information at a rate of around 39.1 bits 
per second, which is slower than the 42.0 bits-per-second rate at which Spanish 
conveys information.
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QUESTION 15
Choice C is the best answer because it accurately describes data from the table 
that support Barrett and Rayfield’s suggestion about bite force estimates. 
According to the text, Barrett and Rayfield believe that estimates of dinosaur bite 
force may be strongly influenced by the methods used to produce them—that is, 
that different methods may produce significantly different results. The table 
shows that the studies by Bates and Falkingham and by Cost et al. used the same 
estimation method (muscular and skeletal modeling) and produced similar bite 
force estimates (approximately 35,000–57,000 newtons and 35,000–63,000 
newtons, respectively). The study by Meers, however, used body-mass scaling 
and produced a much higher bite force estimate (183,000–235,000 newtons), 
while the study by Gignac and Erickson used tooth-bone interaction analysis and 
produced a much lower bite force estimate (8,000–34,000 newtons). The fact that 
one method produced similar estimates in two different studies and that two 
different methods used in other studies produced substantially different 
estimates supports the idea that dinosaur bite force estimates are significantly 
influenced by the methodology used to produce them. 

Choice A is incorrect because it inaccurately describes data from the table. The 
table does show that the studies by Meers and by Cost et al. used different 
estimation methods and produced very different ranges of estimated dinosaur 
bite force, which would support Barrett and Rayfield’s suggestion that different 
methodologies may produce significantly different estimates. However, the table 
doesn’t show that the study by Meers produced the lowest estimated maximum 
bite force while the study by Cost et al. produced the highest. In fact, the study by 
Meers estimated a maximum bite force of approximately 235,000 newtons, which 
is the highest of all the estimated maximums. Choice B is incorrect. Although the 
data from Gignac and Ericson’s study are accurately described, a single set of 
findings from one study using only one methodology can’t show that different 
methodologies may produce significantly different dinosaur bite force estimates, 
as Barrett and Rayfield suggest. Choice D is incorrect. Although the table shows 
that the maximum bite force estimated by Cost et al. was higher than that 
estimated by Bates and Falkingham, the difference is relatively small; in fact, both 
teams estimated a minimum bite force of approximately 35,000 newtons and a 
maximum bite force close to approximately 60,000 newtons. Because these 
findings demonstrate that a single methodology (muscular and skeletal modeling) 
produced similar overall results in two studies, the findings don’t support Barrett 
and Rayfield’s suggestion that different methodologies may produce significantly 
different dinosaur bite force estimates.

QUESTION 16
Choice A is the best answer because it presents a finding that, if true, would most 
strongly support the researchers’ claim that they found evidence that 
experiencing awe can make people feel more connected to others and thus more 
likely to behave altruistically (with beneficial and unselfish concern for others). 
According to the text, the researchers tested for this effect by first having 
participants look at either something known to be awe-inspiring (very tall trees) or 
something ordinary (a plain building) and then purposely spilling pens near the 
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participants. The finding that participants who had looked at the trees helped pick 
up significantly more pens than did participants who had looked at the building 
would support the researchers’ claim by demonstrating that the people who had 
experienced awe behaved more altruistically when the experimenter needed help 
than the other participants did. 

Choice B is incorrect because a finding about helpful participants using positive 
words to describe the trees and the building after the experiment was over 
wouldn’t have any bearing on the researchers’ claim that experiencing awe 
increases altruistic behavior. The text doesn’t address the use of positive words 
to describe things or suggest any connection between using such words and 
having experienced awe, so that behavior wouldn’t serve as evidence that 
experiencing awe played a role in promoting helpful behavior. Choice C is 
incorrect because a finding that participants who didn’t help the experimenter 
were significantly more likely than others to report having experienced awe 
whether they had looked at the building or the trees would weaken the 
researchers’ claim that experiencing awe increases altruistic behavior by 
suggesting that the opposite might be true—that experiencing awe is in fact 
linked to choosing not to act in a way that benefits someone else. Choice D is 
incorrect because a finding about participants noticing that the experimenter had 
dropped the pens wouldn’t have any bearing on the researchers’ claim about 
people behaving altruistically. Being aware of a challenge or problem isn’t 
necessarily beneficial on its own and isn’t the same as offering help, so the finding 
wouldn’t support the idea that experiencing awe increases altruistic behavior.

QUESTION 17
Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the sweet potato in Polynesia. The text indicates that the sweet 
potato is found in Polynesia but originated in South America, and that the sweet 
potato was being cultivated by Native Hawaiians and other Indigenous peoples in 
Polynesia long before sea voyages between South America and Polynesia began. 
The text goes on to note that research by Muñoz-Rodríguez and colleagues has 
established that the Polynesian varieties of sweet potato split from South 
American varieties more than 100,000 years ago, which is thousands of years 
before humans settled in Polynesia. If Polynesian peoples were cultivating the 
sweet potato before sea voyages between Polynesia and South America began, 
and if Polynesian varieties of sweet potato diverged from South American 
varieties well before people were in Polynesia, it can reasonably be concluded 
that humans didn’t play a role in bringing the sweet potato to Polynesia. 

Choice A is incorrect. The text doesn’t provide any information about when the 
sweet potato began to be cultivated in South America, so there’s no support for 
the conclusion that cultivation began in Polynesia before it began in South 
America. Choice B is incorrect because the text indicates that the sweet potato 
was being cultivated in Polynesia long before sea journeys between Polynesia and 
South America began. Therefore, it wouldn’t be reasonable to conclude that 
Polynesian peoples acquired the sweet potato from South American peoples. 
Additionally, the text indicates that the Polynesian varieties of sweet potato 
diverged from the South American varieties thousands of years before people 
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settled in Polynesia, which suggests that the sweet potato was already present in 
Polynesia when people arrived. Choice D is incorrect because the text states that 
the domestic sweet potato, which is found in Polynesia, descends from a wild 
South American plant, not from a domesticated South American plant. The only 
people that the text describes as cultivating the sweet potato are Native 
Hawaiians and other Indigenous peoples of Polynesia.

QUESTION 18
Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s 
discussion of the morphology (form and structure) of sea stars, a type of 
echinoderm. The text indicates that echinoderms have radially symmetrical body 
plans (symmetrical around a central point, usually in the form of a star), whereas 
most animals have bilaterally symmetrical body plans (symmetrical along an axis 
running from head to tail through a trunk). According to the text, sea stars are 
unusual echinoderms because, despite their radial body plan, they descended 
from known bilateral ancestors. This shift in body plan was thought to be a 
process of losing the genetic markers associated with the head region. The text 
explains that by comparing the genes of one sea star species (P. miniata) to those 
of a close relative, the acorn worm, researchers determined that instead, anterior 
(head) genes are active across the sea star’s entire body, posterior (tail) genes are 
active in limited, peripheral locations of the body, and no trunk-related genes are 
active. This finding strongly suggests that, rather than becoming “headless” as 
they evolved from a bilateral ancestor, sea stars developed a body plan consisting 
almost entirely of a head region with a minimal tail region and no trunk region 
present. 

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t identify how any particular region 
of sea stars’ bodies influences the layout of sea stars’ radial symmetry. Moreover, 
the text indicates that the radial symmetry of echinoderms is “usually starlike,” not 
that a starlike layout distinguishes sea stars from other echinoderms. Choice B is 
incorrect because the text doesn’t suggest that the idea that sea stars evolved 
from an ancestor with bilateral symmetry is incorrect (describing the bilateral 
origin as “known”) and doesn’t address any body plans other than those with 
radial or bilateral symmetry. The text strongly suggests that rather than revealing 
something about sea stars’ origin, Formery et al.’s findings contradict the 
assumption that the current body plan of sea stars is “headless.” Choice C is 
incorrect because the text suggests that Formery et al. were able to make 
determinations about P. miniata sea stars’ body plan based on the comparability 
of genetic markers between P. miniata and S. kowalevskii acorn worms. The text 
indicates only that little or no activity was observed in certain types of genes 
associated with body development in P. miniata, not that those genes turned out 
to largely differ from body-development genes in S. kowalevskii.

QUESTION 19
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is finite and nonfinite 
verb forms within a sentence. A main clause requires a finite verb to perform the 
action of the subject (in this case, “embryos”), and this choice supplies the clause 
with the finite present tense verb “enter” to indicate how the embryos achieve 
diapause. 
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Choice B is incorrect because the nonfinite to-infinitive “to enter” doesn’t supply 
the main clause with a finite verb. Choice C is incorrect because the nonfinite 
participle “having entered” doesn’t supply the main clause with a finite verb. 
Choice D is incorrect because the nonfinite participle “entering” doesn’t supply 
the main clause with a finite verb.

QUESTION 20
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of verbs to 
express tense. In this choice, the past perfect verb “had doubled” properly 
indicates that the doubling of the organization’s initial membership occurred 
during a specific period before the present (between the organization’s founding 
in 1967 and the end of the 1990s). 

Choice A is incorrect because the present perfect verb “has doubled” doesn’t 
indicate that the organization’s doubling of its initial membership occurred during 
a specific period in the past. Choice C is incorrect because the present tense verb 
“doubles” doesn’t indicate that the organization’s doubling of its initial 
membership occurred during a specific period in the past. Choice D is incorrect 
because the future tense verb “will double” doesn’t indicate that the organization’s 
doubling of its initial membership occurred during a specific period in the past.

QUESTION 21
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use 
between sentences. In this choice, the period after “percent” is used correctly to 
mark the boundary between one sentence (“After…percent”) and another (“Such…
up”). 

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used 
in this way to mark the boundary between sentences. Choice B is incorrect. 
Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction “and” can’t be used in this way to 
join sentences. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The 
sentences (“After…percent” and “Such…up”) are fused without punctuation and/or 
a conjunction.

QUESTION 22
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is finite verb use in a 
main clause. A main clause requires a finite verb to perform the action of the 
subject (in this case, Ashford’s “gestures” and “habit”), and this choice supplies 
the finite past tense verb “helped” to indicate what Ashford’s gestures and habit 
helped accomplish. 

Choice B is incorrect because the non-finite participle “helping” doesn’t supply 
the main clause with a finite verb. Choice C is incorrect because the relative 
clause “that helped” doesn’t supply the main clause with a finite verb. Choice D is 
incorrect because the non-finite to-infinitive “to help” doesn’t supply the main 
clause with a finite verb.
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QUESTION 23
Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a 
supplementary element within a sentence. The dash after “Springs” pairs with the 
dash after “earth” to separate the supplementary element “in this case, the 
porous rocks of the hills around Hot Springs” from the rest of the sentence. 

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate 
the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence. Choice B is incorrect 
because a colon can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the 
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect 
because a comma can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the 
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.

QUESTION 24
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of a colon 
within a sentence. In this choice, the colon is used in a conventional way to 
introduce the following description of how the number of jams available varied. 

Choice B is incorrect because it creates a comma splice. A comma can’t be used 
in this way to join two main clauses (“the number…varied” and “some…six”). 
Choice C is incorrect because it results in an illogical and confusing sentence. 
Using the conjunction “while” to join the main clause (“the number…varied”) with 
the following clause’s description of the number of jams available suggests that 
the variation in the number of jams is in contrast to some shoppers having 
twenty-four options. Choice D is incorrect because it results in an illogical and 
confusing sentence. Using “while” in this way suggests that the number of jams 
available varied during the time in which some shoppers had twenty-four options 
and others had six. The sentence makes clear, however, that what follows “varied” 
is a description of the variation, not a separate, simultaneous occurrence.

QUESTION 25
Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of 
items in a complex series (a series including internal punctuation). In this choice, 
the semicolon after “Lagos” is conventionally used to separate the first item (“The 
Joys…Lagos”) and the second item (“A Kind…Nigeria”) in the series. Further, the 
comma after “Marriage” correctly separates the title “A Kind of Marriage” from the 
supplementary phrase (“a television…Nigeria”) that describes it. 

Choice A is incorrect because the comma after “Lagos” doesn’t match the 
semicolon used later in the series to separate the second item (“A Kind…Nigeria”) 
from the third item (“and…autobiography”). Choice C is incorrect because the 
comma after “Lagos” doesn’t match the semicolon used later in the series to 
separate the second item (“A Kind…Nigeria”) from the third item (“and…
autobiography”). Additionally, a colon can’t be used in this way to separate the title 
“A Kind of Marriage” from the supplementary phrase (“a television…Nigeria”) that 
describes it. Choice D is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation 
to separate the title “A Kind of Marriage” from the supplementary phrase (“a 
television…Nigeria”) that describes it.
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QUESTION 26
Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of 
punctuation within a sentence. This choice correctly uses a comma to separate 
the supplementary adverb “though” from the preceding main clause (“Jetties can 
sometimes have the opposite effect”) and uses a semicolon to join the next main 
clause (“obstructing…areas”) to the rest of the sentence. Further, placing the 
semicolon after “though” logically indicates that the information earlier in this 
sentence (that jetties can sometimes cause erosion) is contrary to what might be 
assumed from the information in the previous sentence (that jetties are often 
constructed for the purpose of protecting coastlines from erosion). 

Choice B is incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary between the two main 
clauses with appropriate punctuation. With “though…areas” functioning as a 
subordinate clause following the comma, this choice illogically indicates that the 
following information (that obstructing the natural flow of sand along the shore 
can sometimes lead to erosion) is contrary to the information earlier in the 
sentence (that jetties can sometimes cause erosion). Instead, the information 
following “though” supports the previous claim about the erosive effects of 
jetties. Choice C is incorrect because it’s not conventional to use a semicolon in 
this way to separate a main clause from a dependent clause. Further, it illogically 
indicates that the following information (that obstructing the natural flow of sand 
along the shore can sometimes lead to erosion) is contrary to the information 
earlier in the sentence (that jetties can sometimes cause erosion). Instead, the 
information following “though” supports the previous claim about the erosive 
effects of jetties. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. 
Commas can’t be used in this way to set off a supplementary word or phrase 
between two main clauses.

QUESTION 27
Choice A is the best answer. “In fact” logically signals that the information in this 
sentence about the large number of recordings in ANLA’s collection emphasizes 
and supports the previous claim that ANLA is known for its impressive audio 
collection. 

Choice B is incorrect because “after” illogically signals that the information in this 
sentence occurs later in a sequence of events than the previous claim about 
ANLA’s impressive audio collection. Instead, the information about the large 
number of recordings emphasizes and supports that claim. Choice C is incorrect 
because “regardless” illogically signals that the information in this sentence is 
true despite the previous claim about ANLA’s impressive audio collection. Instead, 
the information about the large number of recordings emphasizes and supports 
that claim. Choice D is incorrect because “instead” illogically signals that the 
information in this sentence presents an alternative to the previous claim about 
ANLA’s impressive audio collection. Rather, the information about the large 
number of recordings emphasizes and supports that claim.
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QUESTION 28
Choice A is the best answer. “Currently” logically signals that the archaeologists’ 
use of drones (a current technology) to photograph the lines is the present-day 
continuation of the ongoing archaeological research described in the previous 
sentence. 

Choice B is incorrect because “in comparison” illogically signals that the action 
described in this sentence offers a comparison to the ongoing archaeological 
research described in the previous sentence. Instead, the use of drones is the 
present-day continuation of that research. Choice C is incorrect because “still” 
illogically signals that the action described in this sentence occurs despite the 
ongoing archaeological research described in the previous sentence. Instead, the 
use of drones is the present-day continuation of that research. Choice D is 
incorrect because “however” illogically signals that the action described in this 
sentence occurs either despite or in contrast to the ongoing archaeological 
research described in the previous sentence. Instead, the use of drones is the 
present-day continuation of that research.

QUESTION 29
Choice C is the best answer. “By contrast” logically signals that the information in 
this sentence—that dogs can see, hear, and smell by the end of two weeks—
contrasts with the preceding information (that wolves can smell but not see or 
hear at the same age). 

Choice A is incorrect because “in other words” illogically signals that the 
information about domesticated dogs in this sentence paraphrases the 
information about wolves in the previous sentence. Instead, the information about 
dogs contrasts with what came before. Choice B is incorrect because “for 
instance” illogically signals that the information about domesticated dogs in this 
sentence exemplifies the information about wolves in the previous sentence. 
Instead, the information about dogs contrasts with what came before. Choice D is 
incorrect because “accordingly” illogically signals that the information about 
domesticated dogs in this sentence is in accordance with, or results from, the 
information about wolves in the previous sentence. Instead, the information about 
dogs contrasts with what came before.

QUESTION 30
Choice B is the best answer. “On the contrary” logically signals that the 
information in this sentence—that Dies Irae’s appearance of depth is merely an 
illusion—contrasts with the previous statement about a viewer’s possible 
assumption regarding the street painting. 

Choice A is incorrect because “additionally” illogically signals that this sentence is 
simply additional information about a viewer’s possible assumption regarding the 
street painting. Instead, the information about how Wenner achieved the illusion 
of depth contrasts with the previous sentence’s description of the illusion. 
Choice C is incorrect because “as a result” illogically signals that the information 
in this sentence is a result of, or caused by, a viewer’s possible assumption 
regarding the street painting. Instead, the information about how Wenner 
achieved the illusion of depth contrasts with the previous sentence’s description 
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of the illusion. Choice D is incorrect because “next” illogically signals that the 
information in this sentence is the next step in a process. Instead, the information 
about how Wenner achieved the illusion of depth contrasts with the previous 
sentence’s description of the illusion.

QUESTION 31
Choice D is the best answer. “As such” correctly signals that the claim in this 
sentence—that Ostrom’s work is a repudiation of the “tragedy of the commons” 
view—follows logically from the information about Ostrom’s studies in the 
previous sentence. According to that sentence, Ostrom’s studies demonstrate 
that common pool resources can in fact be sustainably managed by the people 
who use them. 

Choice A is incorrect because “by contrast” illogically signals that the information 
in this sentence contrasts with the information about Ostrom’s studies in the 
previous sentence. Instead, the claim that Ostrom’s work repudiates the “tragedy 
of the commons” view follows logically from that information. Choice B is 
incorrect because “for example” illogically signals that the claim in this sentence 
exemplifies the information about Ostrom’s studies in the previous sentence. 
Instead, the claim that Ostrom’s work repudiates the “tragedy of the commons” 
view follows logically from that information. Choice C is incorrect because “that 
said” illogically signals that the information in this sentence is an exception or 
caveat to the information about Ostrom’s studies in the previous sentence. 
Instead, the claim that Ostrom’s work repudiates the “tragedy of the commons” 
view follows logically from that information.

QUESTION 32
Choice B is the best answer. The sentence effectively explains an advantage of 
infilling: it’s less invasive than using a power grinder. 

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence identifies a disadvantage of power grinding; it 
doesn’t explain an advantage of infilling. Choice C is incorrect. The sentence 
identifies the two techniques park rangers use; it doesn’t explain an advantage of 
infilling. Choice D is incorrect. The sentence indicates that power grinding and 
infilling are different in one aspect; it fails to explain an advantage of infilling.

QUESTION 33
Choice D is the best answer. The sentence emphasizes the role a misconception 
played in the naming of a place, explaining that Spanish explorers mistook a 
peninsula for an island and, as a result, named the peninsula after a fictional 
island, California. 

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence mentions a novel that featured a fictional 
island, California; it doesn’t emphasize the role a misconception played in the 
naming of a place. Choice B is incorrect. The sentence notes that Baja California 
was originally named after a fictional place; it doesn’t emphasize the role a 
misconception—specifically, the Spanish explorers’ mistaken belief that the 
peninsula was an island—played in the naming of a place. Choice C is incorrect. 
The sentence indicates when Spanish explorers learned of the peninsula they 
called California; it doesn’t emphasize the role a misconception played in the 
naming of a place.
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