Question ID 8c4af3fd

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty
PSAT/NMSQT & Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Cross-Text T —
PSAT 10 Connections

Text 1

In 1954 George Balanchine choreographed a production of The Nutcracker, a ballet by Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky. It has since
become a tradition for hundreds of dance companies in North America to stage The Nutcracker each year. But the show is stuck
in the past, with an old-fashioned story and references, so it should no longer be produced. Ballet needs to create new traditions if
it wants to stay relevant to contemporary audiences.

Text 2

The Nutcracker is outdated, but it should be kept because it's a holiday favorite and provides substantial income for some dance
companies. Although it can be behind the times, there are creative ways to update the show. For example, Debbie Allen
successfully modernized the story. Her show Hot Chocolate Nutcracker combines ballet, tap, hip-hop, and other styles, and it has
been gaining in popularity since it opened in 2009.

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 most likely respond to the underlined claim in Text 1?

A. By questioning the idea that the story of The Nutcracker is stuck in the past and by rejecting the suggestion that contemporary
audiences would enjoy an updated version

B. By agreeing that contemporary audiences have largely stopped going to see performances of The Nutcracker because it's so
old-fashioned

C. By pointing out that most dance companies could increase their incomes by offering modernized versions of The Nutcracker

D. By suggesting that dance companies should consider offering revised versions of The Nutcracker instead of completely
rejecting the show
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Text 1

Dance choreographer Alvin Ailey’s deep admiration for jazz music can most clearly be felt in the rhythms and beats his works
were set to. Ailey collaborated with some of the greatest jazz legends, like Charles Mingus, Charlie Parker, and perhaps his
favorite, Duke Ellington. With his choice of music, Ailey helped bring jazz to life for his audiences.

Text 2

Jazz is present throughout Ailey’s work, but it's most visible in Ailey’s approach to choreography. Ailey often incorporated
improvisation, a signature characteristic of jazz music, in his work. When managing his dance company, Ailey rarely forced his

dancers to an exact set of specific moves. Instead, he encouraged his dancers to let their own skills and experiences shape their
performances, as jazz musicians do.

Based on the texts, both authors would most likely agree with which statement?

A. Dancers who worked with Ailey greatly appreciated his supportive approach as a choreographer.
B. Ailey’s work was strongly influenced by jazz.

C. Audiences were mostly unfamiliar with the jazz music in Ailey’s works.

D. Ailey blended multiple genres of music together when choreographing dance pieces.
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Text 1

Graphic novels are increasingly popular in bookstores and libraries, but they shouldn't be classified as literature. By definition,
literature tells a story or conveys meaning through language only; graphic novels tell stories through illustrations and use
language only sparingly, in captions and dialogue. Graphic novels are experienced as series of images and not as language,
making them more similar to film than to literature.

Text 2

Graphic novels present their stories through both language and images. Without captions and dialogue, readers would be unable
to understand what is depicted in the illustrations: the story results from the interaction of text and image. Moreover, Alison
Bechdel's Fun Home and many other graphic novels feature text that is as beautifully written as the prose found in many standard
novels. Therefore, graphic novels qualify as literary texts.

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 most likely respond to the overall argument presented in Text 1?

A. By asserting that language plays a more important role in graphic novels than the author of Text 1 recognizes

B. By acknowledging that the author of Text 1 has identified a flaw that is common to all graphic novels

C. By suggesting that the story lines of certain graphic novels are more difficult to understand than the author of Text 1 claims

D. By agreeing with the author of Text 1 that most graphic novels aren’t as well crafted as most literary works are
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Text 1

Today the starchy root cassava is found in many dishes across West Africa, but its rise to popularity was slow. Portuguese traders
brought cassava from Brazil to the West African coast in the 1500s. But at this time, people living in the capitals further inland had
little contact with coastal communities. Thus, cassava remained relatively unknown to most of the region’s inhabitants until the
1800s.

Text 2

Cassava's slow adoption into the diet of West Africans is mainly due to the nature of the crop itself. If not cooked properly,
cassava can be toxic. Knowledge of how to properly prepare cassava needed to spread before the food could grow in popularity.
The arrival of formerly enslaved people from Brazil in the 1800s, who brought their knowledge of cassava and its preparation with
them, thus directly fueled the spread of this crop.

Based on the texts, the author of Text 1 and the author of Text 2 would most likely agree with which statement?
A. Cassava did not become a significant crop in West Africa until long after it was first introduced.

B. Several of the most commonly grown crops in West Africa are originally from Brazil.

C. The climate of the West African coast in the 1500s prevented cassava’s spread in the region.

D. The most commonly used methods to cook cassava today date to the 1500s.
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Text 1

Although food writing is one of the most widely read genres in the United States, literary scholars have long neglected it. And
within this genre, cookbooks attract the least scholarly attention of all, regardless of how well written they may be. This is
especially true of works dedicated to regional US cuisines, whose complexity and historical significance are often overlooked.

Text 2

With her 1976 cookbook The Taste of Country Cooking, Edna Lewis popularized the refined Southern cooking she had grown up
with in Freetown, an all-Black community in Virginia. She also set a new standard for cookbook writing: the recipes and memoir
passages interspersing them are written in prose more elegant than that of most novels. Yet despite its inarguable value as a
piece of writing, Lewis’s masterpiece has received almost no attention from literary scholars.

Based on the two texts, how would the author of Text 1 most likely regard the situation presented in the underlined sentence in
Text 2?7

A. As typical, because scholars are dismissive of literary works that achieve popularity with the general public

B. As unsurprising, because scholars tend to overlook the literary value of food writing in general and of regional cookbooks in
particular

C. As justifiable, because Lewis incorporated memoir into The Taste of Country Cooking, thus undermining its status as a
cookbook

D. As inevitable, because The Taste of Country Cooking was marketed to readers of food writing and not to readers of other
genres
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Text 1

On April 26th, 1777, Sybil Ludington rode 40 miles by horse through Putnam County, New York, to gather up local militia. British
forces were burning nearby Danbury, Connecticut, and Ludington wanted to rally rebel troops to meet them. Although she was
only 16 years old at the time, her brave feat made Ludington one of the heroes of the American Revolution. Since then, Ludington

has been widely celebrated, inspiring postage stamps, statues, and even children’s TV series.

Text 2

Historian Paula D. Hunt researched the life and legacy of Sybil Ludington but found no evidence for her famous ride. Although
many articles and books have been written about Ludington, Hunt believes writers may have been inventing details about
Ludington as they retold her story. Ludington is revered by Americans today, but there simply isn't a strong historical record of her

heroic ride.

Based on the texts, both authors would most likely agree with which statement?

A. Sybil Ludington was crucial to the outcome of the Revolutionary War.

B. Historians have confirmed which route Sybil Ludington took.

C. Sybil Ludington was likely not a real person.

D. Many people have come to admire the story of Sybil Ludington’s ride.
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Text 1

A team led by Bernardo Strassburg has found that rewilding farmland (returning the land to its natural state) could help preserve
biodiversity and offset carbon emissions. The amount of farmland that would need to be restored, they found, is remarkably low.
Rewilding a mere 15% of the world’s current farmland would prevent 60% of expected species extinctions and help absorb nearly
299 gigatons of carbon dioxide—a clear win in the fight against the biodiversity and climate crises.

Text 2

While Strassburg’s team’s findings certainly offer encouraging insight into the potential benefits of rewilding, it's important to
consider potential effects on global food supplies. The researchers suggest that to compensate for the loss of food-producing
land, remaining farmland would need to produce even more food. Thus, policies focused on rewilding farmland must also address
strategies for higher-yield farming.

Which choice best describes a difference in how the author of Text 1 and the author of Text 2 view Strassburg’s team’s study?

A. The author of Text 2 approaches the study’s findings with some caution, whereas the author of Text 1 is optimistic about the
reported potential environmental benefits.

B. The author of Text 2 claims that the percentage of farmland identified by Strassburg’s team is too low for rewilding to achieve
meaningful results, whereas the author of Text 1 thinks the percentage is sufficient.

C. The author of Text 2 believes that the results described by Strassburg’s team are achievable in the near future, whereas the
author of Text 1 argues that they likely aren't.

D. The author of Text 2 focuses on rewilding’s effect on carbon emissions, whereas the author of Text 1 focuses on its effect on
biodiversity.
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Text 1

Flamingos are known for their vibrant pink coloring, but they’re actually born with gray feathers. Their pink color comes from
eating brine shrimp, but brine shrimp aren’t naturally pink either. Animals can't produce carotenoids, the pigments that provide the
pink hue. The algae that brine shrimp feed on, however, can produce these pigments. Thus, the pinker the flamingo, the more
shrimp it has eaten.

Text 2

Ecologist Juan Amat has found that flamingos apply a kind of makeup to make themselves appear pinker. A gland near their tail
contains pigments that come from the food they eat. When the flamingos groom themselves using the pigments, their feathers
become pinker. Flamingos may do this to improve their success during mating season, when they would benefit from looking
pinker.

Based on the texts, how would the ecologist in Text 2 most likely respond to the author’s conclusion in Text 1?

A. By emphasizing that flamingos' tail feathers are pinker than their other feathers are

B. By claiming that the coloring of flamingos’ feathers doesn’t change significantly enough for most observers to notice
C. By pointing out that the amount of shrimp eaten isn’t the only thing that influences flamingos’ coloring

D. By arguing that flamingos’ diet doesn't include much shrimp except during mating season
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Text 1

Little is known about how plate tectonics—wherein slabs of Earth’'s crust move over, under, away from, and against one another—
began. Some researchers contend that tectonic movements began around 3 billion years ago, often noting that computer models
of Earth’s mantle temperature at the time indicate that the mantle would have been sufficiently molten to enable the plates to
move.

Text 2

Ultimately, any plausible claim about the inception of tectonic movement must rest on empirical evidence from the geological
record. Researcher Wriju Chowdhury and his team analyzed the geochemistry of zircon crystals to gain insight into the chemical
composition of the magma from which the crystals formed and, based on the data, compellingly argue that plate tectonics may
have been occurring as early as 4.2 billion years ago.

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 most likely respond to what “some researchers contend” as described in Text
1?

A. By suggesting that the temperature of Earth’s mantle 3 billion years ago was likely insufficient to allow for the level of tectonic
movement predicted by computer models

B. By distinguishing between computer models of Earth’s mantle temperature that reliably predict the onset of plate tectonics
and those that do not

C. By indicating that computer models of Earth’s mantle temperature are still being improved such that new models tend to be
much more reliable than their predecessors

D. By asserting that a more definitive form of evidence than the computer models suggests a different timeline for the onset of
plate tectonics on Earth
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Text 1

Historians studying pre-Inca Peru have looked to ceramic vessels to understand daily life among the Moche people. These mold-
made sculptures present plants, animals, and human faces in precise ways—vessels representing human faces are so detailed
that scholars have interpreted facial markings to represent scars and other skin irregularities. Some historians have even used
these objects to identify potential skin diseases that may have afflicted people at the time.

Text 2

Art historian and archaeologist Lisa Trever has argued that the interpretation of Moche “portrait” vessels as hyper-realistic
portrayals of identifiable people may inadvertently disregard the creativity of the objects’ creators. Moche ceramic vessels, Trever
argues, are artworks in which sculptors could free their imagination, using realistic objects and people around them as inspiration
to explore more abstract concepts.

Based on the texts, what would Lisa Trever (Text 2) most likely say about the interpretation presented in the underlined portion of
Text 1?

A. Depictions of human faces are significantly more realistic than depictions of plants and other animals are.
B. It is likely that some depictions of human faces with extensive markings are intended to portray the same historical individual.
C. Some vessels may have been damaged during their excavation and thus provide little insight into Moche culture.

D. Markings on depictions of human faces are not necessarily intended to portray particular details about the physical
appearance of individuals.
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Text 1

One challenge faced by researchers studying global urbanization is that countries may define urban settlements differently. Many
countries define urban settlements based on the number of people living in them. However, countries do not all use the same
number; for example, Iceland uses a minimum population of 200, while the Netherlands uses 20,000. Other countries use a
combination of population and other factors. This variation makes it difficult for researchers to compare aspects of urbanization
in different countries.

Text 2

Recently, a group of six international organizations developed global definitions of common types of settlements. The group
developed a new measure called the “degree of urbanization.” This new measure establishes global criteria used to define three
types of settlements (cities, towns, and rural areas) and allows researchers to better understand global urbanization rates.

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 most likely respond to the problem presented in Text 1?

A. By recommending that a specific institution should further investigate the problem
B. By suggesting that researchers focus on topics besides urbanization
C. By supplying additional ways in which urbanization research is difficult

D. By noting that a possible solution to the problem is available
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Text 1

It seems clear that emotional contagion (the unintentional transfer of an emotional state from one person to another) requires
physical interaction and the observation of body language. After all, research shows that talking to someone who is smiling and
expressing positive feelings often causes people to respond in a comparably positive way. Similarly, displays of nervous fidgeting
have been found to prompt others to begin behaving more nervously, too.

Text 2

In an experiment using a social networking service, Zeyao Yang and Emilio Ferrara found evidence of emotional contagion in text-
based online interactions. The researchers discovered that reading social media posts that expressed a positive outlook led
people to make more positive posts themselves, while posts with a negative emotional tone led people to make more negative
posts.

Based on the texts, what would the researchers in Text 2 most likely say about the claim underlined in Text 1?

A. It perpetuates a flawed understanding of emotional contagion, because there isn’t enough evidence to suggest that smiling is
a sign of emotional contagion.

B. It reflects an incomplete view of emotional contagion, because this phenomenon can occur even without in-person interaction.

C. It's fairly persuasive, because studies attempting to identify emotional contagion in situations without in-person interaction
have thus far yielded unclear results.

D. It's mostly accurate, because the social networking study confirmed that emotional contagion primarily occurs in response to
negative emotions like nervousness.
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Text 1

In a study of insect behavior, Samadi Galpayage and colleagues presented bumblebees with small wooden balls and observed
many of the bees clinging to, rolling, and dragging the objects. The researchers provided no external rewards (such as food) to
encourage these interactions. The bees simply appeared to be playing—and for no other reason than because they were having

fun.
Text 2

Insects do not have cortexes or other brain areas associated with emotions in humans. Still, Galpayage and her team have shown
that bumblebees may engage in play, possibly experiencing some kind of positive emotional state. Other studies have suggested
that bees experience negative emotional states (for example, stress), but as Galpayage and her team have acknowledged,

emotions in insects, if they do indeed exist, are likely very rudimentary.

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 most likely respond to the underlined portion of Text 1?

A. By objecting that the bees were actually experiencing a negative feeling akin to stress rather than a positive feeling

B. By arguing that some insects other than bumblebees may be capable of experiencing complex emotional states

C. By pointing out that even humans sometimes struggle to have fun while engaging in play

D. By noting that if the bees were truly playing, any positive feelings they may have experienced were probably quite basic
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Text 1

Polar bears sustain themselves primarily by hunting seals on the Arctic sea ice, but rising ocean temperatures are causing the ice
to diminish, raising concerns about polar bear population declines as these large predators’ seal-hunting habitats continue to
shrink. A 2020 study examining polar bear populations across the Arctic concluded that populations affected by sea-ice loss are
at great risk of extinction by the end of the twenty-first century.

Text 2

Monitoring carried out by researchers from the Norwegian Polar Institute shows that the polar bear population on the Arctic
archipelago of Svalbard remains stable and well nourished despite rapidly declining sea ice in recent years. The researchers
attribute this population’s resilience in part to a shift in feeding strategies: in addition to hunting seals, the Svalbard polar bears
have begun relying on a diet of reindeer meat and birds’ eggs.

Based on the texts, how would the researchers in Text 2 most likely respond to the conclusion presented in the underlined portion
of Text 1?

A. By noting that it neglects the possibility of some polar bear populations adapting to changes in their environment

B. By suggesting that it is likely incorrect about the rates at which warming ocean temperatures have caused sea ice to meltin
the Arctic

C. By asserting that it overlooks polar bear populations that have not yet been affected by loss of seal-hunting habitats

D. By arguing that it fails to account for polar bears’ reliance on a single seal-hunting strategy
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Text 1

Digital art, the use of digital technology to create or display images, isn't really art at all. It doesn’t require as much skill as creating
physical art. “Painting” with a tablet and stylus is much easier than using paint and a brush: the technology is doing most of the

work.

Text 2

The painting programs used to create digital art involve more than just pressing a few buttons. In addition to knowing the
fundamentals of art, digital artists need to be familiar with sophisticated software. Many artists will start by drawing an image on
paper before transforming the piece to a digital format, where they can apply a variety of colors and techniques that would

otherwise require many different traditional tools.

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 most likely respond to the claims of the author of Text 1?

A. By arguing that a piece of art created digitally can still be displayed traditionally

B. By explaining that it's actually much harder to use a tablet and stylus to create art than to use paint and a brush

C. By insisting that digital art requires artistic abilities and skill even if it employs less traditional tools

D. By admitting that most digital artists don't think fundamental drawing skills are important
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Text 1

Stage lighting theorist Adolphe Appia was perhaps the first to argue that light must be considered alongside all the various
elements of a stage to create a single, unified performance. Researcher Kelly Bremner, however, has noted that Appia lacked
technical expertise in the use of light in the theater. As a result of Appia’s inexperience, Bremner argues, Appia’s theory of light
called for lighting practices that weren't possible until after the advent of electricity around 1881.

Text 2

Adolphe Appia was not an amateur in the practice of lighting. Instead, it is precisely his exposure to lighting techniques at the
time that contributed to his theory on the importance of light. When working as an apprentice for a lighting specialist in his youth,
Appia observed the use of portable lighting devices that could be operated by hand. This experience developed his understanding
of what was possible in the coordination of elements on the stage.

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 most likely respond to the claim about Appia’s level of technical expertise
made by Bremner in Text 1?

A. Many lighting technicians dismissed Appia’s ideas about light on the stage.
B. Appia likely gained a level of technical expertise during his time as an apprentice.
C. Theater practitioners who worked with Appia greatly admired his work.

D. Appia was unfamiliar with the use of music and sound in theater.
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Text 1

French Impressionist artist Edgar Degas insisted that his paintings be kept in their original frames after they were sold. Like many
Impressionist painters, Degas used painted frames that stood in contrast to the gold frames frequently seen at the Paris Salon, a
prestigious art exhibition that was sponsored by the French government and promoted traditional painting styles. Impressionist
painters likely chose these colorful frames to distinguish themselves from what was considered conventional at the time.

Text 2
Impressionist painters often focused on the interplay of color and light in their works. As such, those Impressionists who placed
their works in painted frames instead of the more traditional gold ones did so for aesthetic reasons: a frame’s color was likely

chosen because it would harmonize with the colors or subjects in a painting. Gold, conversely, could distract from the subtleties in
a painted scene.

Based on the texts, both authors would most likely agree with which statement?

A. Gold frames were considered especially desirable by those who purchased works from Impressionist painters.

B. The colors in an Impressionist painting were often chosen to complement the colors of the frame it would be placed in.
C. Many Impressionist painters were intentional about the frames they selected for their works.

D. Degas’s preferred framing style was different from that of most Impressionist painters.



Question ID ac68ab8c

Assessment

PSAT/NMSQT &
PSAT 10

Test

Reading and Writing

Domain

Craft and Structure

Skill

Cross-Text
Connections

Difficulty

ID: ac68ab8c

Text 1

Imagine you and your friend are trying_to decide where to eat lunch. When people try to make joint decisions like this, they often

don't reveal their true preferences. Instead, they say they would be happy with all options because they think this response will
help them appear more easygoing and likable to the other person.

Text 2

Research shows that people who don’t state their preferences when making a decision with others aren't more likable in the eyes
of others. In fact, stating that you have no preference actually makes the decision more difficult for other people. It can also cause
them to feel less happy with their ultimate decision and with you.

Based on the texts, what response would the author of Text 2 most likely suggest for someone in the situation described in the
underlined sentence in Text 1?

A. Cancel the plan to have lunch together.

B. Ask where the friend typically likes to eat.

C. State a preference about where to eat.

D. Change the subject to talk about something else.
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Text 1

Some animal species, like the leopard, can be found in many kinds of areas. On the other hand, tropical mountain bird species
tend to be limited in the types of spaces they can call home. This is because many mountain bird species are only able to survive
at very specific elevations. Over time, these species have likely become used to living at a specific temperature. Therefore, these

species struggle to survive at elevations that are warmer or colder than they are used to.

Text 2

A new study reviewed observations of nearly 3,000 bird species to understand why tropical mountain bird species live at specific
elevations. They noted that when a mountain bird species was found in an area with many other bird species, it tended to inhabit
much smaller geographic areas. It is thus likely that competition for resources with other species, not temperature, limits where

these birds can live.

Based on the texts, both authors would most likely agree with which statement?

A. Tropical mountain bird species are restricted in where they can live.

B. Scientists have better tools to observe tropical mountain birds than they did in the past.

C. Little is known about how tropical mountain birds build their nests.

D. Tropical mountain bird species that live at high elevations tend to be genetically similar.
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Text 1

In 2021, a team led by Amir Siraj hypothesized that the Chicxulub impactor—the object that struck the Yucatan Peninsula sixty-six
million years ago, precipitating the mass extinction of the dinosaurs—was likely a member of the class of long-period comets. As

evidence, Siraj cited the carbonaceous chondritic composition of samples from the Chicxulub impact crater as well as of samples
obtained from long-period comet Wild 2 in 2006.

Text 2

Although long-period comets contain carbonaceous chondrites, asteroids are similarly rich in these materials. Furthermore, some
asteroids are rich in iridium, as Natalia Artemieva points out, whereas long-period comets are not. Given the prevalence of iridium
at the crater and, more broadly, in geological layers deposited worldwide following the impact, Artemieva argues that an asteroid
is a more plausible candidate for the Chicxulub impactor.

Based on the texts, how would Artemieva likely respond to Siraj's hypothesis, as presented in Text 1?

A. By insisting that it overestimates how representative Wild 2 is of long-period comets as a class

B. By arguing that it does not account for the amount of iridium found in geological layers dating to the Chicxulub impact
C. By praising it for connecting the composition of Chicxulub crater samples to the composition of certain asteroids

D. By concurring that carbonaceous chondrites are prevalent in soil samples from sites distant from the Chicxulub crater
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Text 1

Africa’s Sahara region—once a lush ecosystem—began to dry out about 8,000 years ago. A change in Earth’s orbit that affected
climate has been posited as a cause of desertification, but archaeologist David Wright also attributes the shift to Neolithic
peoples. He cites their adoption of pastoralism as a factor in the region drying out: the pastoralists’ livestock depleted vegetation,
prompting the events that created the Sahara Desert.

Text 2

Research by Chris Brierley et al. challenges the idea that Neolithic peoples contributed to the Sahara’s desertification. Using a
climate-vegetation model, the team concluded that the end of the region’s humid period occurred 500 years earlier than previously
assumed. The timing suggests that Neolithic peoples didn't exacerbate aridity in the region but, in fact, may have helped delay
environmental changes with practices (e.g., selective grazing) that preserved vegetation.

Based on the texts, how would Chris Brierley (Text 2) most likely respond to the discussion in Text 1?

A. By pointing out that given the revised timeline for the end of the Sahara’s humid period, the Neolithic peoples’ mode of
subsistence likely didn't cause the region’s desertification

B. By claiming that pastoralism was only one of many behaviors the Neolithic peoples took part in that may have contributed to
the Sahara’s changing climate

C. By insisting that pastoralism can have both beneficial and deleterious effects on a region’s vegetation and climate

D. By asserting that more research needs to be conducted into factors that likely contributed to the desertification of the Sahara
region
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Text 1

In 1916, H. Dugdale Sykes disputed claims that The Two Noble Kinsmen was coauthored by William Shakespeare and John
Fletcher. Sykes felt Fletcher’s contributions to the play were obvious—Fletcher had a distinct style in his other plays, so much so
that lines with that style were considered sufficient evidence of Fletcher's authorship. But for the lines not deemed to be by
Fletcher, Sykes felt that their depiction of women indicated that their author was not Shakespeare but Philip Massinger.

Text 2

Scholars have accepted The Two Noble Kinsmen as coauthored by Shakespeare since the 1970s: it appears in all major one-
volume editions of Shakespeare’s complete works. Though scholars disagree about who wrote what exactly, it is generally held

that on the basis of style, Shakespeare wrote all of the first act and most of the last, while John Fletcher authored most of the
three middle acts.

Based on the texts, both Sykes in Text 1 and the scholars in Text 2 would most likely agree with which statement?
A. John Fletcher’s writing has a unique, readily identifiable style.

B. The women characters in John Fletcher’s plays are similar to the women characters in Philip Massinger’s plays.
C. The Two Noble Kinsmen belongs in one-volume compilations of Shakespeare’s complete plays.

D. Philip Massinger’s style in the first and last acts of The Two Noble Kinsmen is an homage to Shakespeare’s style.
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Text 1

Most scientists agree that the moon was likely formed after a collision between Earth and a large planet named Theia. This
collision likely created a huge debris field, made up of material from both Earth and Theia. Based on models of this event,
scientists believe that the moon was formed from this debris over the course of thousands of years.

Text 2

Researchers from NASA's Ames Research Center used a computer to model how the moon could have formed. Although
simulations of the moon'’s formation have been done in the past, the team from NASA ran simulations that were much more
detailed. They found that the formation of the moon was likely not a slow process that took many years. Instead, it's probable that
the moon’s formation happened immediately after impact, taking just a few hours.

Which choice best describes a difference in how the author of Text 1 and the author of Text 2 view the evidence for the formation
of the moon?

A. The author of Text 1 argues that the formation of the moon occurred much earlier than the author of Text 2 argues.
B. The author of Text 1 suggests there is more evidence confirming the existence of Theia than the author of Text 2 suggests.
C. The author of Text 1 claims that the moon’s surface is more similar to Earth’s surface than the author of Text 2 claims.

D. The author of Text 1 believes that the moon formed more slowly than the author of Text 2 believes.



