Question ID 1d6e96f3

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 1d6e96f3

For a 2020 exhibition, photographer and neurobiologist Okunola Jeyifous a series of new images based on a series of
alphabet posters from the 1970s known as the “Black ABCs,” which featured Black children from Chicago. Jeyifous photographed
the now-adult models and layered the photos over magnified images of the models’ cells, resulting in what he called “micro and
macro portraiture.”

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. validated
B. created
C. challenged

D. restored

ID: 1d6e96f3 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically and precisely completes the text's discussion of Jeyifous'’s series of images
for the 2020 exhibition. In this context, “created” means produced. The text explains that Jeyifous, a photographer and
neurobiologist, photographed adults who had appeared as children in posters from the 1970s, then combined those photographs
with magnified images of the adults’ cells—a process that resulted in what he called “micro and macro portraiture.” This context
suggests that Jeyifous drew on his dual interests in photography and neurobiology to produce the images for display in the
exhibition.

Choice A is incorrect because there’s nothing in the text to suggest that Jeyifous “validated,” or corroborated, the series of
images. The text describes Jeyifous's process for composing the images but doesn’t describe Jeyifous making an effort to
evaluate the images for their artistic or scientific legitimacy. Choice C is incorrect because there’'s nothing in the text to suggest
that Jeyifous “challenged,” or disputed, an aspect of the images; rather, the focus of the text is on the inspiration behind the
images and the method Jeyifous used to achieve them. Choice D is incorrect because the text indicates that Jeyifous made the
images himself using a combination of photography and magnified pictures of cells, not that he “restored,” or reconditioned, the
images from a deteriorated state.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: 101e69de

The following text is from F. Scott Fitzgerald’'s 1925 novel The Great Gatsby.

[Jay Gatsby] was balancing himself on the dashboard of his car with that resourcefulness of movement that is so peculiarly
American—that comes, | suppose, with the absence of lifting work in youth and, even more, with the formless grace of our
nervous, sporadic games. This quality was continually breaking through his punctilious manner in the shape of
restlessness.

As used in the text, what does the word “quality” most nearly mean?

A. Standard
B. Prestige

C. Characteristic

D. Accomplishment

ID: 101e69de Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

)

Choice C is the best answer. “This quality” refers to Gatsby’s “resourcefulness of movement,” which is described as a
characteristic or trait of his.

1"

Choice A is incorrect. This isn't what “quality” means in this context. Here, “this quality” refers to Gatsby’s “resourcefulness of
movement,” which is described as a characteristic or trait of his. “Standard” is a synonym for a different definition of “quality”: the
degree of excellence of something. Choice B is incorrect. This isn't what “quality” means in this context. Here, “this quality” refers
to Gatsby's “resourcefulness of movement,” which is described as a characteristic or trait of his. “Prestige” would suggest a high
status or an admirable reputation, which doesn’t match that description. Choice D is incorrect. This isn't what “quality” means in

this context. Here, “this quality” refers to Gatsby'’s “resourcefulness of movement,” which is described as a characteristic or trait of
his. “Accomplishment” would suggest an achievement, which doesn't match that description.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: 3382fd79

Scientists studying marine ecosystems were surprised by the extent of internal carbon recycling by red coralline algae. While
some of carbon was expected, the scientists found that the algae reabsorb nearly 40% of the carbon dioxide they produce
during calcification processes and harness it for photosynthesis.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. imitation

B. supply

C. examination

D. reuse

ID: 3382fd79 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of internal carbon recycling by red coralline
algae. In this context, “reuse” means using something again rather than disposing of it as waste. The text describes scientists’
surprise at “the extent of” internal carbon recycling by the algae, characterizing this finding as a departure from the more limited
degree of activity that the scientists had expected to observe. The text goes on to explain that, in contrast to the scientists’
expectation that “some” carbon would be affected by the activity being described, the algae were found to “reabsorb nearly 40% of
the carbon dioxide they produce during calcification processes and harness it for photosynthesis,” a specific example of their
extensive capacity for taking in carbon and recycling, or reusing, it. Because the scientists thought the algae would use some of
their own carbon dioxide again but were surprised by the extent of this activity, the context supports the idea that some reuse of
carbon was expected.

Choice A is incorrect because it wouldn’t be logical in context to state that some “imitation,” or reproduction of something else, of
carbon was expected. The text discusses the algae’s reabsorption and reuse of the carbon dioxide they produce, not any process
by which carbon copies or reproduces something. Choice B is incorrect because stating that some “supply,” or available amount,
of carbon was expected wouldn't fit the contrast established within the text. The text contrasts the scientists’ expectations about
carbon recycling in algae with their actual observations, noting that the scientists anticipated a more limited version of the
recycling process they observed. This context doesn't suggest that the scientists merely anticipated the presence of some
amount of carbon. Choice C is incorrect because it wouldn't be logical in context to state that some “examination,” or careful
inspection, of carbon was expected. The text isn't discussing scientists’ inspection of carbon, and carbon itself isn't something
that engages in inspection. Rather, the text focuses on the algae’s reabsorption and reuse of the carbon dioxide they produce.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: ff19¢c9d6

The percentage of US forest land that a 2023 federal report identified as being either mature or old growth exceeds other recent
estimates. Given how little there is among scientists regarding the scope of these categories, this discrepancy shouldn’t be
surprising: forest researchers regularly dispute one another’s classifications.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. deliberation
B. vigilance
C. interest

D. consensus

ID: ff19c9d6 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of US forest land classifications. In this
context, "consensus” means agreement. The text indicates that a percentage given in a US forest land report differs from other
estimates and that this discrepancy isn’t surprising, given that forest researchers regularly dispute one another’s classifications of
parts of US forest land as either mature or old growth. This context conveys that there is little agreement when it comes to these
categories.

Choice A is incorrect because the text states that there is often dispute among forest researchers about classifications of US
forest land as either mature or old growth, which directly indicates that when it comes to these categories, there is much
"deliberation," or discussion and consideration, not little deliberation. Choice B is incorrect because the text indicates that there is
often dispute among forest researchers about classifications of US forest land as either mature or old growth; this doesn’t imply
that there is little "vigilance," or careful attention, among researchers when it comes to these categories but rather conveys that
researchers do pay attention to forest land classifications and question one another’s decisions. Choice C is incorrect because
the text indicates that there is often dispute among forest researchers about classifications of US forest land as either mature or
old growth; this doesn't imply that there is little "interest," or concern, among researchers when it comes to these categories but
rather conveys that researchers are concerned with forest land classifications and pay attention to one another’s classifications.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: 6d458a07

Some researchers believe that the genes that enable groundhogs and certain other mammals to hibernate through the winter by
slowing their breathing and heart rates and lowering their body temperature may be in humans: present yet having
essentially no effect on our bodily processes.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. decisive
B. lacking
C. variable

D. dormant

ID: 6d458a07 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it logically completes the text's discussion about genes related to hibernation. In this
context, “dormant” means inactive. The text explains that the same genes that enable certain nonhuman mammal species to
hibernate during the winter by altering their bodily processes are also found in our species but have “essentially no effect” on
humans’ bodily processes. In other words, these genes don't function in humans.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context, “decisive” means has the power to affect the outcome of something, but the text
states that genes related to hibernation are instead inactive in humans—that is, the genes don't affect humans’ bodily processes,
although they are present in their bodies. Choice B is incorrect because in this context, “lacking” means missing, but the text
states that the genes are present in humans, though inactive. Choice C is incorrect because “variable” means characterized by the
potential to change, but the text indicates that these genes don’t change in their effect on humans’ bodily processes; instead, the
genes are consistently inactive in humans.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: f5d60e4de

In Habitat Threshold, Chamoru (Chamorro) poet Craig Santos Perez practices what he calls “recycling,” in which he preserves the
syntactical and rhetorical structures of canonical poems but replaces their content to evoke current environmental issues. The
form of these poems is thus to their meaning, inviting readers to consider how climate change alters ostensibly familiar
experiences.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. antithetical
B. resigned
C. invulnerable

D. integral

ID: f5d60ede Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Craig Santos Perez’s poetic practice in
Habitat Threshold. In this context, “integral” means essential or fundamentally connected. The text describes Perez's “recycling”
technique, in which he retains the syntactical and rhetorical structures (i.e., formal elements) of canonical poems but alters their
content to address current environmental issues. The text further indicates that this technique invites readers to recognize how
climate change has transformed seemingly familiar experiences—an effect that depends on the contrast between a poem’s
recognizable inherited form and its new content. Because meaning derives from the particular way in which form and content
interact in Perez's poems, the context supports the idea that the form of these poems is integral to their meaning—in other words,
form is fundamentally bound up with what the poems convey.

Choice A is incorrect because it wouldn't make sense in context to say that the form of Perez’s poems is “antithetical,” or directly
opposed, to their meaning. The text indicates that the inherited form and the new content work together to produce the poems’
effect, so the form is essential, not opposed, to the poems’ meaning. Choice B is incorrect because it wouldn't make sense in
context to say that the form of Perez's poems is “resigned,” or passively accepting. “Resigned” describes an attitude held by a
person, not a relationship between a poem'’s form and its meaning. Moreover, the poems’ form actively contributes to their
meaning; it would contradict the text to suggest that the poems’ form merely serves as a passive vehicle for meaning. Choice C is
incorrect because it wouldn't make sense in context to say that the form of Perez’s poems is “invulnerable,” or incapable of being
harmed. The text doesn't characterize the poems’ meanings as threats to their form; instead, it discusses how form and meaning
relate.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: 943bdd80

Austin McCoy has argued that historians have tended to rank-and-file workers in analyses of changes in organized labor in
the United States in the decades following the Second World War, presenting political, business, and labor leaders as the major
actors and ordinary workers as nearly devoid of agency.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. epitomize
B. marginalize
C. extol

D. substantiate

ID: 943bdd80 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of how historians have treated rank-and-file
(ordinary) workers in their analyses. In this context, "marginalize” means treat as unimportant or relatively powerless within a
group or society. The text explains that according to Austin McCoy, historians have tended to treat "political, business, and labor
leaders" as the "major actors" involved in making changes in organized labor in the period after the Second World War. By
emphasizing the contributions of these leaders, historians have in effect minimized the contributions of ordinary workers, treating
them as relatively unimportant and "nearly devoid of agency,' thereby marginalizing them.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, "epitomize" would mean either serve as an ideal example of something or make into an
example of something, neither of which would make sense. In stating that historians have tended to characterize political,
business, and labor leaders as the primary actors responsible for changes in the post-Second World War labor movement in a
manner that minimizes the influence of ordinary workers, the text suggests that historians have tended to present ordinary
workers as unimportant to or uninfluential within the movement, not that historians themselves serve as examples of ordinary
workers, or that historians in their analyses have made ordinary workers into examples of the changes that occurred. Choice C is
incorrect because in this context, "extol" would mean praise highly or glorify. The text states that historians have tended to present
ordinary workers as being "nearly devoid of agency,’ thereby minimizing their importance. It therefore wouldn't make sense to say
that in doing so, historians have tended to praise or glorify them. Choice D is incorrect because "substantiate” would mean verify
with evidence, and nothing in the text suggests that historians have verified rank-and-file workers or their contributions in their
analyses. If anything, the text suggests the opposite, implying that by minimizing workers’ agency in organized labor, historians
have likely overlooked evidence demonstrating their influence.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: 5¢9c3bca

Mineralogical differences are detectable in samples collected from two locations on the near-Earth asteroid Ryugu, but such
differences may not indicate substantial compositional variations in the asteroid. Cosmochemist Kazuhide Nagashima and

colleagues note that at the small scale of the samples, the distribution of minerals is unlikely to be

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. neglected
B. redundant
C. ongoing

D. uniform

ID: 5¢c9c3bca Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The text tells us that the samples are too "small scale" to reflect the composition of the asteroid,

which probably doesn’t show the same variation on a large scale. This suggests that the mineral composition of the samples are

unlikely to be exactly the same from sample to sample.

Choice A is incorrect. "Neglected" means "suffering a lack of proper care" or "abandoned," which doesn’t work here. The text never
suggests that the distribution of minerals in the samples would be neglected, so this statement doesn’t logically follow. Choice B

is incorrect. "Redundant” means "not or no longer useful or needed,” which is too strong. The text doesn't suggest that the
variation between the samples isn't a useful finding at all—just that we can’t assume that the large-scale composition of the
asteroid will show the same variation. But the composition of the samples might be useful for something else. Choice C is
incorrect. "Ongoing” means "still in progress,’ which doesn’t make sense: the distribution of minerals in a sample can't be

"ongoing."

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: f0e70c0c

The discoverers of the minor planet 1227 Geranium named it after the plant genus that includes cranesbills. Most of the recently
discovered minor planets, however, are given only an identification number, largely due to there being over 500,000 such bodies
known at present, which makes the already challenging task of finding a unique name for each nearly

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. insurmountable
B. feasible
C. substantial

D. unnecessary

ID: f0e70c0c Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the difficulty in naming a large number of
minor planets. In this context, "insurmountable" means impossible to overcome or too difficult to solve. The text establishes that
coming up with distinct names for minor planets is already a difficult task that has become even more challenging because there
are now more than 500,000 known minor planets. The logical conclusion is that finding unique names for such a vast number of
celestial objects has become virtually impossible—or insurmountable—which explains why the majority of recently discovered
minor planets receive only identification numbers instead of proper names.

Choice B is incorrect because "feasible” means possible to do or achieve, which would contradict the logic of the text. The text
indicates that the task of naming minor planets has become more difficult because of their large number. The text then explains
that this is why most new discoveries receive only identification numbers. If the task were feasible, there would be no reason to
abandon the practice of giving proper names to minor planets in favor of using only numbers. Choice C is incorrect because
"substantial" means considerable in size, amount, or importance. While the text does suggest that naming all minor planets would
be a significant undertaking, describing the task as substantial wouldn't logically explain why the naming practice has been largely
abandoned in favor of using only identification numbers. The text suggests that the task has become virtually impossible
(insurmountable), not merely large or significant. Choice D is incorrect because "unnecessary,' which means not needed, would
suggest that giving proper names to minor planets serves no purpose. However, the text doesn’'t question the value or purpose of
naming minor planets; rather, it explains that the sheer number of discoveries has made the already challenging naming task
nearly impossible to complete. The text provides an example of a named minor planet (1227 Geranium), indicating that naming
has been considered worthwhile but has become impractical because of the volume.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: ec8bf67b

Cuttlefish appear to be surprisingly at exercising self-control: in a 2021 study conducted by behavioral ecologist Alexandra
Schnell, these cephalopods routinely demonstrated restraint by delaying gratification, waiting for a favorite treat instead of
instantly devouring a readily available meal.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. awkward
B. imaginative
C. manageable

D. competent

ID: ec8bf67b Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of self-control in cuttlefish. In this context,
"competent” means capable. The text describes a study in which cuttlefish demonstrated an ability to exercise restraint by waiting
for a favorite treat instead of eating a meal that was already available to them. That is, by delaying gratification, the cuttlefish in
the study demonstrated that they were capable of, or competent at, exercising self-control.

Choice A is incorrect because nothing in the text suggests that in demonstrating self-control, cuttlefish are "awkward," or lacking
skill or grace. If anything, the text indicates that cuttlefish appear to be surprisingly skilled at exercising self-control. Choice B is
incorrect because in this context, "imaginative” would mean creative, and there’s nothing in the text to suggest that cuttlefish
demonstrate creativity. Instead, the text focuses on the fact that cuttlefish seem to be capable of exercising restraint and self-
control. Choice C is incorrect because in this context, "manageable” would mean capable of being controlled. Although the text
indicates that the cuttlefish in the study demonstrated restraint by waiting for a favorite treat instead of devouring a readily
available meal (which suggests their ability to control themselves), it doesn’t suggest that cuttlefish are thus also able to be
managed or controlled by others.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: 48b6c74f

The following text is adapted from Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 1837 story “Dr. Heidegger's Experiment.” The main character, a
physician, is experimenting with rehydrating a dried flower.

At first [the rose] lay lightly on the surface of the fluid, appearing to imbibe none of its moisture. Soon, however, a singular

change began to be visible. The crushed and dried petals stirred and assumed a deepening tinge of crimson, as if the
flower were reviving from a deathlike slumber.

As used in the text, what does the phrase “a singular” most nearly mean?
A. A lonely

B. A disagreeable

C. An acceptable

D. An extraordinary

ID: 48b6c74f Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because as used in the text, “singular” most nearly means extraordinary. The text portrays an
experiment in which a character rehydrates a dried rose by infusing it with moisture. After prolonged contact with the liquid, the
rose begins to absorb it, undergoing an exceptional transformation: its color deepens, its previously “crushed and dried” petals
shift, and the entire flower revives “from a deathlike slumber.” In other words, an extraordinary change is visible in the flower.

Choice A is incorrect. Although in some contexts “singular” can mean of or relating to an individual or to a single instance of
something, this usage doesn't imply loneliness or an otherwise unsatisfactory condition of isolation. Moreover, the text doesn't
attribute such a condition to the rose. Choice B is incorrect. Although “singular” has several related meanings, none of them relate
to being disagreeable or unpleasant. Moreover, the text doesn't portray the change undergone by the rose as necessarily
disagreeable. Choice C is incorrect because “singular” means extraordinary, not acceptable. The change is portrayed as striking,
not barely satisfactory.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: cf6f36e3

Like the 1945 play it reimagines—Federico Garcia Lorca’s The House of Bernarda Alba—Marcus Gardley's 2014 play The House
That Will Not Stand prominently features women. In both plays, the all-female cast an array of female characters, including
a strong mother and several daughters dealing with individual struggles.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. engulfs
B. encourages
C. comprises

D. provokes

ID: cf6f36e3 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Gardley’s play. In this context,
“comprises” means constitutes or makes up the totality of, and the text indicates that The House That Will Not Stand had an “all-
female cast” that stands in some relationship to “an array of female characters” in the play. Because all cast members are female,
the characters must be played by these female cast members; therefore the cast constitutes, or comprises, the collection of
characters.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, “engulfs” would mean encloses or overwhelms, and although it is fairly common to describe
an actor as embodying (or personifying realistically) a character, there is nothing in the text to suggest that the cast members
enclosed or overwhelmed the characters they played. Choice B is incorrect because in this context, “encourages” would mean
inspires with courage or hope. Although the text does mention “a strong mother and several daughters dealing with individual
struggles,” which might suggest that there are moments of encouragement among the characters during the play, there is nothing
to suggest that the cast members encouraged the characters they portrayed. Choice D is incorrect because, in this context,
“provokes” would mean instigates or incites to anger. Nothing in the text addresses provocation or what it might mean for actors
to provoke the characters they are playing.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: deb55365

While most animals are incapable of passing somatic mutations—genetic alterations that arise in an organism'’s nonreproductive
cells—on to their offspring, elkhorn coral (Acropora palmata) presents an intriguing :in a 2022 study, researchers found that
elkhorn coral produced offspring that inherited somatic mutations from a parent.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. hypothesis
B. affinity
C. anomaly

D. corroboration

ID: deb55365 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. An "anomaly" is something that deviates from norms or expectations. In this case, the elkhorn coral
is an anomaly because it can pass on somatic mutations, whereas most other animals can't.

Choice A is incorrect. A "hypothesis" is "a theory about something," but no theories are provided about elkhorn coral in this text,
just facts. Choice B is incorrect. "Affinity" represents "an inclination or liking toward something." As genetic mutations tend to
occur without any conscious effort, you can't really have an inclination toward passing on somatic mutations. Choice D is
incorrect. "Corroboration" means "evidence to support or prove something." Because elkhorn coral do the opposite of what most
animals do, they do not provide corroboration of the theory that somatic mutations can't be passed onto offspring. Rather, they
show the opposite.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: 829d8db0

There are many famous examples of election pollsters making inaccurate predictions in presidential elections. But neuroscientist
and election pollster Sam Wang has said that these prediction failures should not lead campaigns to election polling
entirely. Polling is about more than just predicting the winner; throughout campaigns, it helps strategists identify where their
efforts are most likely to be effective.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. distort
B. enact
C. neglect

D. supplement

ID: 829d8db0 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of election polling. In this context, to
“neglect” would mean to disregard or pay insufficient attention to something. The text states that there have been many cases of
election pollsters incorrectly predicting presidential elections and then says that neuroscientist and pollster Sam Wang notes that
campaigns shouldn't react to these failures in a certain way. The text then adds that polls are valuable for informing strategists’
efforts throughout campaigns, not just for predicting the outcome. This context conveys that Wang's advice is not to neglect, or
disregard, polling because even though it sometimes fails to predict the winner, it can help improve campaign strategies.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, to “distort” would mean to give a false or misleading account. Though the text states that
many election pollsters have failed in their predictions in presidential elections, it gives no indication that Wang would therefore
argue that campaigns shouldn’t react to such polling failures by giving inaccurate accounts of election polling. Instead, the text
emphasizes that polls have value beyond predicting winners, suggesting that Wang’s point is that campaigns shouldn’t stop
polling entirely. Choice B is incorrect because it wouldn't make sense to suggest that Wang encourages campaigns not to “enact,’
or establish, election polling; the text indicates that election polling is something that already takes place and that has value for
campaign strategies even if it sometimes leads to inaccurate predictions of winners, suggesting an argument in favor of
continuing to use election polling. Choice D is incorrect. Although the text indicates that many election pollsters have failed in
their predictions in presidential elections, there’'s no reason to think Wang would say that these failures should lead campaigns not
to “supplement,” or add to, election polling; it would be reasonable to suggest that campaigns would want to consider more than
just election polling information if that information may lead to inaccurate predictions. Moreover, the text's main point is that polls
provide some utility even if their predictions may be inaccurate, which suggests that Wang's recommendations pertain to whether
campaigns should or shouldn’t use polling data, not whether polling data should or shouldn’t be supplemented with other kinds of
information.



Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: bOcc1303

In addition to being an accomplished psychologist himself, Francis Cecil Sumner was a increasing the opportunity for Black
students to study psychology, helping to found the psychology department at Howard University, a historically Black university, in
1930.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. proponent of
B. supplement to
C. beneficiary of

D. distraction for

ID: bOcc1303 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Francis Cecil Sumner. As used in this
context, “proponent of” means supporter of. The text says that Sumner helped to found the psychology department at historically
Black Howard University in 1930. This is evidence that Sumner supported increasing the opportunity for Black students to study
psychology.

Choice B is incorrect because the phrase “supplement to,” or addition to, wouldn't make sense in context. The text discusses
Sumner’s efforts to increase the number of Black psychology students, but it doesn’'t make sense to describe him as an addition
to his efforts. Choice C is incorrect because Sumner was already an accomplished psychologist himself when he helped to found
the Howard University psychology department. While Black students were the beneficiaries of his efforts—that is, they received
help because of his efforts—it wouldn't make sense in this context to describe Sumner as a “beneficiary of” opportunities,
because he was the one doing the helping. Choice D is incorrect because founding a psychology department at Howard University
wouldn’t be a “distraction for” Sumner’s aim to increase the opportunity for Black students to study psychology—that is, it wouldn't
be something that draws Sumner’s attention away from that goal, but rather the opposite.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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ID: c5766314

The lllustrated History of San Mateo County, published in 1878, features several illustrations by Grafton Tyler Brown showing the
California county’s farms, residences, and businesses. It was for a business to be featured, since being included suggested
that a business was an important part of the community.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. risky
B. misleading
C. advantageous

D. unremarkable

ID: c5766314 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of businesses being featured in The
Illustrated History of San Mateo County. In this context, "advantageous" means beneficial or providing a favorable position. The
text explains that being included in the book "suggested that a business was an important part of the community," and it can be
inferred that an enhanced reputation within the local community would benefit a business, commercially or otherwise. This
context supports the idea that being featured in this publication would be advantageous.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context, "risky" would suggest that being featured in The lllustrated History of San Mateo
County might have negative consequences for a business. However, the text implies only positive outcomes since inclusion
indicated importance within the local community. Choice B is incorrect because "misleading” would mean deceptive or
deliberately giving a wrong impression, but the text doesn’t indicate there was something deceptive about being featured in The
lllustrated History of San Mateo County; rather, it suggests that inclusion indicated community importance. Choice D is incorrect
because "unremarkable" would mean common or ordinary, which doesn’'t make sense in context. The text suggests that inclusion
in The lllustrated History of San Mateo County instead conferred a special status on a business by conveying its importance in the
local community.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID c6da512f

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: c6dab12f

While scholars believe many Mesoamerican cities influenced each other, direct evidence of such influence is difficult to ascertain.
However, recent excavations in a sector of Tikal (Guatemala) unearthed a citadel that shows Teotihuacan (Mexico)
architecture—including a near replica of a famed Teotihuacan temple—providing tangible evidence of outside influence in portions
of Tikal.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. refinements of
B. precursors of
C. commonalities with

D. animosities toward

ID: c6da512f Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of architectural influences among
Mesoamerican cities. In this context, “commonalities with” means similarities to or shared attributes with. The text indicates that
a recently discovered citadel in Tikal includes a close imitation of a famous temple in Teotihuacan (another Mesoamerican city)
and other evidence of Teotihuacan influence, which suggests that the citadel possesses features that resemble architectural
features found in Teotihuacan. This context thus indicates that the Tikal citadel shows commonalities with Teotihuacan
architecture.

Choice A is incorrect because there's nothing in the text that suggests that the Tikal citadel shows “refinements of,” or
improvements on, Teotihuacan architecture. Although the text suggests that the architecture of Teotihuacan influenced the
architecture of the Tikal citadel, and although it's possible that later architectural designs could make improvements on earlier
designs, the text doesn’t discuss whether, in imitating Teotihuacan architecture, the Tikal citadel’s builders improved on it. Choice
B is incorrect because describing the citadel in Tikal as showing “precursors of” Teotihuacan architecture—or features that
preceded and foreshadowed those of Teotihuacdan architecture—would imply the opposite of what the text suggests about the
relationship between the architecture found in Tikal and Teotihuacan. The text claims that the discovery of similarities between
the Tikal citadel and the architecture of Teotihuacan, including a replica of a temple in Teotihuacan, provides evidence of outside
influences on Tikal architecture. If the Tikal citadel was influenced by Teotihuacan architecture, then the Teotihuacan architecture
must predate the citadel, not the other way around. In this context, therefore, it wouldn’t make sense to say that the Tikal citadel
shows precursors of Teotihuacan architecture. Choice D is incorrect because the text discusses how the citadel in Tikal indicates
the influence of Teotihuacan architecture, which implies that the makers of the Tikal citadel likely admired aspects of Teotihuacan
architecture enough to imitate it. Thus, there’s no reason to think that the Tikal citadel provides evidence of the Tikal people’s
“animosities toward,” or feelings of strong dislike or hostility toward, Teotihuacan architecture.



Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID b3aeb2a9

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: b3aeb2a9

Steiger Butte Drum, a family ensemble from the Klamath Tribes of the Pacific Northwest, collaborated with composer Michael
Gordon to create Natural History, a work featuring traditional drumming and vocals alongside an orchestra and chorus. Steiger
Butte Drum's participation is to the piece: members not only contributed to its composition but also must be included in all
performances.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. tangential
B. subsequent
C. analogous

D. integral

ID: b3aeb2a9 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Steiger Butte Drum’s contributions to the
musical work Natural History. In this context, “integral” means essential or necessary to the whole. The text states that Steiger
Butte Drum not only took part in the piece’s creation, collaborating with composer Michael Gordon on it, but also “must be
included in all performances.” This context clearly indicates that the ensemble’s participation is essential, or integral, to the piece,
both in its creation and its performance.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context, “tangential” would mean peripheral or of little relevance to something. The text
emphasizes the importance of Steiger Butte Drum’s involvement in both the composition and performance of Natural History,
indicating their role is central, not tangential. Choice B is incorrect because in this context, “subsequent” would mean following
after or coming later than something else. The text doesn’t establish a temporal sequence where the participation of Steiger Butte
Drum followed after the creation of Natural History; rather, it indicates that the ensemble was involved with the piece from the
beginning, having worked with Michael Gordon during the creation process. Choice C is incorrect because in this context,
“analogous” would mean similar or comparable to something else, and the text doesn't compare Steiger Butte Drum’s
participation in the creation and performances of Natural History to anything else; instead, it describes the nature and importance
of the ensemble’s involvement.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 4d727735

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 4d727735

In the search for new impact craters on Mars, the roles of seismic monitoring and orbital imaging as data sources are
when vibrations detected with seismic monitoring indicate roughly where an impact has occurred, researchers can use orbital
images of that relatively limited area of the rocky surface to precisely locate a new crater.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. interchangeable
B. complementary
C. exhaustive

D. redundant

ID: 4d727735 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of how seismic monitoring and orbital
imaging are used to find impact craters on Mars. In this context, “complementary” means combining in such a way that each
contributes something the other lacks. The text describes how two data sources work together: seismic monitoring detects
vibrations that indicate the rough location of an impact, and orbital imaging is then used to examine that limited area in detail to
pinpoint the exact location of the crater. Each method does something the other does not—seismic monitoring narrows the
search area, while orbital imaging provides the precise location—and together they accomplish what neither could alone. This
context supports the idea that the two methods’ roles are complementary.

Choice A is incorrect because describing the roles of seismic monitoring and orbital imaging as “interchangeable,” or able to be
substituted for each other, would contradict the text. The text indicates that the two methods perform different functions in
sequence (seismic monitoring narrows the area; orbital imaging pinpoints the crater), so they cannot be substituted for each
other. Choice C is incorrect because describing the roles of seismic monitoring and orbital imaging as “exhaustive,” or
comprehensive in covering all possibilities, wouldn't be logical in context. The text describes how the two methods work together
to perform a particular two-step task (locating new impact craters), not whether they collectively address every possible aspect of
Mars research. Choice D is incorrect because describing the roles of seismic monitoring and orbital imaging as “redundant,” or
unnecessarily duplicative, would contradict the text. The text indicates that each method performs a distinct function in finding
impact craters on Mars—rough localization versus precise localization—so neither method duplicates the other’s contribution.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID baa60c44

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: baa60c44

Set in a world where science fiction tropes exist as everyday realities, Charles Yu's 2010 novel How to Live Safely in a Science
Fictional Universe traces a time traveler’s quest to find his father. Because the journey at the novel’s center is so , with the
protagonist ricocheting chaotically across time, the reader often wonders whether the pair will ever be reunited.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. haphazard
B. premeditated
C. inspirational

D. fruitless

ID: baa60c44 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Yu's novel. In this context, “haphazard”
means marked by a lack of plan or order. The text indicates that the quest featured in the novel, which involves the protagonist
bouncing across time, is chaotic and causes the reader to often wonder what will happen. This context suggests that the
protagonist’s journey seems to be marked by a lack of order.

Choice B is incorrect because the text indicates that the journey featured in Yu's novel involves a character “ricocheting
chaotically,” or bouncing in a disordered way, across time and causes the reader to often wonder what will happen. It wouldn’t
make sense to say that a chaotic journey seems “premeditated,” or characterized by forethought and planning. Choice C is
incorrect because the text doesn’t give any indication that readers regard the journey in Yu's novel as “inspirational,” or as causing
extraordinarily creative or brilliant thoughts or actions; instead, the text focuses on the idea that the protagonist’s journey is
chaotic, or disordered, and doesn't give readers a clear sense of what will happen. Choice D is incorrect. Rather than suggesting
that the journey featured in Yu's novel is “fruitless,” or has an unsuccessful outcome, the text focuses on the idea that while
reading about the protagonist’s chaotic movements across time, readers are often unsure of what will happen—that is, they don't
know whether the protagonist will be successful in finding his father.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 531e94bc

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 531e94bc

Yanzhe Fu et al. suggest that the extinct aquatic insect Karataviella popovi utilized a brood care strategy that mitigated the risk of
oxygen deficiency. This determination rests on the researchers’ analysis of fossils uncovered at a particularly site: China’s
Haifanggou Formation, which has yielded a vast diversity of fossils, including those of long-proboscid scorpionflies.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. fruitful
B. unassailable
C. obscure

D. quantified

ID: 531e94bc Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the fossil site from which the evidence
about brood care in K. popovi was recovered. In this context, “fruitful” means abundantly productive. The text indicates that the
researchers drew their evidence from fossils found in China’s Haifanggou Formation, a location that has yielded a vast diversity of
fossils. The information about the site yielding a vast diversity of fossils supports the characterization of the Haifanggou
Formation as particularly productive, or fruitful.

Choice B is incorrect because there is nothing in the text to support characterizing the Haifanggou Formation as a site that is
particularly “unassailable,” or not open to attack, question, or criticism. The text emphasizes that the site has yielded a vast
diversity of fossils, suggesting that it is a particularly productive location for fossil hunters, not that it cannot be challenged.
Choice C is incorrect because there is nothing in the text to support characterizing the Haifanggou Formation as a site that is
particularly “obscure,” or poorly understood or relatively unknown. In fact, the text notes that the Haifanggou Formation has
yielded a vast diversity of fossils, suggesting that the site is not an obscure one. Choice D is incorrect because “quantified” means
expressed or measured as a quantity, which does not describe the productiveness the context calls for. Although the text
indicates that the Haifanggou Formation has yielded a vast diversity of fossils, that fact suggests that the site can be
characterized as particularly productive, not as particularly quantified.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID d3cbh31fe

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: d3cb31fe

In the Indigenous intercropping system known as the Three Sisters, maize, squash, and beans form an web of relations:
maize provides the structure on which the bean vines grow; the squash vines cover the soil, discouraging competition from
weeds; and the beans aid their two “sisters” by enriching the soil with essential nitrogen.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. indecipherable
B. ornamental
C. obscure

D. intricate

ID: d3cb31fe Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the Three Sisters intercropping system.
As used in this context, “intricate” would mean made up of complexly related elements. The text indicates that in the Three Sisters
system, maize, squash, and beans form a “web of relations” in which the crops interact in various ways. The text’s description of
these interactions—the bean vines growing on the maize stalks, the squash vines keeping weeds away, and the beans adding
nutrients that the maize and squash use—provides context suggesting that this “web of relations” is intricate.

Choice A is incorrect because describing the relationship among the crops in the Three Sisters system as “indecipherable,” or
impossible to comprehend, would not make sense in context. Although the text presents the relationship as complex, the text's
description of the role that each crop plays makes it clear that the relationship is well understood, not indecipherable. Choice B is
incorrect because the text discusses the practical benefits that each plant in the Three Sisters system provides to other members
of the system, showing that the relationship among the crops that make up the system is not “ornamental,” or mainly serving a
decorative purpose. Choice C is incorrect because describing the relationship among the crops in the Three Sisters system as
“obscure,” or unknown or poorly understood, would not make sense in context. Although the text presents the relationship as
complex, the text’'s description of the role that each crop plays makes it clear that the relationship is well understood, not
obscure.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 87d5618f

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 87d5618f

The artisans of the Igun Eronmwon guild in Benin City, Nigeria, typically the bronze- and brass-casting techniques that have
been passed down through their families since the thirteenth century, but they don't strictly observe every tradition; for example,
guild members now use air-conditioning motors instead of handheld bellows to help heat their forges.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. experiment with
B. adhere to
C. improve on

D. grapple with

ID: 87d5618f Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of bronze- and brass-casting techniques
used by the Igun Eronmwon guild. In this context “adhere to” would mean to act in accordance with. The text states that although
members of the Igun Eronmwon guild typically do something with techniques that have been passed down since the thirteenth
century, they “don’t strictly observe every tradition.” By establishing a contrast with not always following traditions, the context
suggests that guild members do typically adhere to traditional techniques.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context “experiment with” would mean to do something new with. Although using motors
rather than manual bellows is presented as a new approach, the text establishes a contrast between what the guild members
typically do with techniques that have been passed down over centuries and the idea that the members “don'’t strictly observe
every tradition.” The phrase “experiment with” wouldn’t support the contrast because regularly trying new things with the
techniques would be an example of not strictly following all traditions. Choice C is incorrect because in this context “improve on”
would mean to make better. Although using motors rather than manual bellows might be an improved approach, the text
establishes a contrast between what the guild members typically do with techniques that have been passed down over centuries
and the idea that the members “don't strictly observe every tradition.” The phrase “improve on” wouldn’t support the contrast
because regularly making changes to the techniques would be an example of not strictly following all traditions. Choice D is
incorrect because in this context “grapple with” would mean to try hard to solve a difficult problem. Although bronze- and brass-
casting are likely challenging tasks, nothing in the text suggests that the guild members have any particular difficulties with the
techniques passed down since the thirteenth century.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID c3c2ac5d

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

In 1776, the United States sent Benjamin Franklin to France to try to win the country’s support in the United States’ fight for
independence from Great Britain. Franklin was very popular in France. This
the United States.

surely helped him to convince France to assist

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. thoughtfulness
B. esteem
C. controversy

D. sincerity

ID: c3c2achd Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Benjamin Franklin’s popularity in France.
In this context, "esteem" means high regard. The text indicates that Franklin was very popular, or highly regarded, in France, where
he sought the country’s support for the United States in its fight for independence, and indicates that his status helped him
achieve his goal. The context therefore suggests that being held in high regard by the people likely helped Franklin convince
France to help the United States.

Choice A is incorrect because the text directly indicates that it was Franklin's popularity that likely helped him convince France to
help the United States, not his "thoughtfulness" (which in this context would mean either his careful reasoning and attention or his
kind consideration of others’ needs). Choice C is incorrect because the text doesn't suggest that there was any "controversy,' or
dispute, about Franklin's presence in France; instead, the text states that Franklin was very popular in France and directly indicates
that this status likely helped him convince France to help the United States. Choice D is incorrect because the text directly
indicates that it was Franklin's popularity that likely helped him convince France to help the United States, not his "sincerity," or his
honesty.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 2856a1f7

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 2856a1f7

Disproving the common misconception of Native art as , the painters whose work appears in the collection at the National
Museum of the American Indian employ a range of styles. There are artists working in the traditional arts of their specific tribal
communities, artists working in European modernist or American abstract expressionist art traditions, and artists blending
various traditions into something wholly new.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. uncontroversial
B. individualistic
C. theoretical

D. homogeneous

ID: 2856a1f7 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the art at the National Museum of the
American Indian. In this context, "Thomogenous" means uniform or highly similar. The text explains that the painters whose works
are included in this museum’s collection employ an array of artistic styles, both Native and non-Native, traditional and new. Given
this high degree of stylistic diversity, it is a misconception that Native art is uniform, or homogenous.

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t consider whether Native art is controversial, or causes disagreement or discussion;
instead, the text discusses the stylistic diversity of the collection of the National Museum of the American Indian. Choice B is
incorrect. Although the text indicates that some of the artists whose work is represented in the collection of the National Museum
of the American Indian blend various artistic traditions into highly individual styles of their own, this is not the primary focus of the
text. Instead, the text is concerned with how Native art is often mistakenly perceived as uniform, when in fact it is stylistically
diverse. Choice C is incorrect because the text never implies that people mistakenly conceive of Native art as theoretical, or
concerned with philosophical or abstract issues; instead, the text’s discussion of Native art is framed around this art’s stylistic
diversity versus the misconception of it as homogenous.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 308abfd7

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 308abfd7

Handedness, a preferential use of either the right or left hand, typically is easy to observe in humans. Because this trait is present
but less in many other animals, animal-behavior researchers often employ tasks specially designed to reveal individual
animals’ preferences for a certain hand or paw.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. recognizable
B. intriguing
C. significant

D. useful

ID: 308abfd7 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion about handedness in animals. As used in
this context, “recognizable” means apparent or identifiable. The text indicates that handedness is “easy to observe in humans,” but
that animal-behavior researchers use special tasks to determine handedness in other animals. This context and the use of “less”
before the blank indicate that compared with handedness in humans, handedness in other animals is less recognizable.

Choice B is incorrect because there’s nothing in the text to suggest that handedness is less “intriguing,” or fascinating, in
nonhuman animals than it is in humans. The text focuses on how easy it is to observe handedness in humans as compared with
other animals; the text doesn’t suggest that handedness is more fascinating in humans. Choice C is incorrect because there’s
nothing in the text to suggest that handedness is less “significant,” or important or meaningful, in nonhuman animals than it is in
humans. The text focuses on how easy it is to observe handedness in humans as compared with other animals; the text doesn't
suggest that handedness is more significant in humans. Choice D is incorrect because “useful,” or functional or helpful, wouldn’t
make sense in context. The text focuses on the ease with which researchers can determine whether an animal or person is right-
or left-handed, not on how useful handedness in nonhuman animals is compared with handedness in humans.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 7cd65b89

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 7cd65b89

In a 2019 study, Jeremy Gunawardena and colleagues found that the single-celled protozoan Stentor roeseli not only uses
strategies to escape irritating stimuli but also switches strategies when one fails. This evidence of protozoans sophisticatedly
“changing their minds” demonstrates that single-celled organisms may not be limited to behaviors.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. aggressive
B. rudimentary
C. evolving

D. advantageous

ID: 7cd65b89 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of single-celled organism behavior. As used
in this context, “rudimentary” means basic or unsophisticated. According to the text, a study of the single-celled protozoan Stentor
roeseli showed that the organisms can switch strategies for escaping certain stimuli, “sophisticatedly ‘changing their minds” and
using new strategies should other strategies fail. This context suggests that single-celled organisms may not be limited to
behaviors that are basic or rudimentary, since the study showed that single-celled protozoans can respond complexly to irritating
stimuli.

Choice A is incorrect because the text doesn’t suggest that single-celled organisms may not be limited to behavior that is
“aggressive,” or threatening. Rather, the text suggests that single-celled organisms may not be limited to behaviors that are basic,
since the study of Stentor roeseli showed that single-celled protozoans can respond complexly to irritating stimuli. Choice C is
incorrect because the text doesn’t suggest that single-celled organisms may not be limited to behavior that is “evolving,” or
advancing. Rather, the text suggests that single-celled organisms may not be limited to behaviors that are basic, since the study
of Stentor roeseli showed that single-celled protozoans can respond complexly to irritating stimuli. Choice D is incorrect because
the text doesn't suggest that single-celled organisms may not be limited to behavior that is “advantageous,” or helpful. Rather, the
text suggests that single-celled organisms may not be limited to behaviors that are basic, since the study of Stentor roeseli
showed that single-celled protozoans can respond complexly to irritating stimuli.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID d0a51d4e

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: d0Oa51d4e

People sometimes dismiss a claim if it comes from a source they regard as self-interested, but from a strictly logical perspective,
the source of a claim is . it has no direct bearing on whether the claim is true.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. indistinct
B. irrelevant
C. indisputable

D. implicit

ID: d0Oa51d4e Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion about people’s tendency to dismiss claims
from sources perceived as self-interested, or acting for their own advantage. In this context, "irrelevant” means not applicable to
the matter at hand. The text explains that as a matter of logical reasoning, the source of a claim has nothing to do with the claim’s
truthfulness—a claim is either true or false in actuality, regardless of where it originates. This context suggests that even though
people may distrust a claim based on its source, the source of the claim is actually irrelevant.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context, "indistinct” would mean uncertain or not clearly recognizable. Instead of suggesting
that the source of a claim can’t be determined with certainty, the text suggests that recognizing a source and having an opinion of
it simply doesn’t matter because as a matter of logic, a claim is true or false in actuality, regardless of where it originates. Choice
C is incorrect because in this context, "indisputable" would mean impossible to question or deny. Although the text suggests that
it isn't logical to assume a claim is false just because its source appears to be self-interested, it doesn’t go so far as to suggest
that the source of a claim can’t be questioned—the text instead makes the point that from a logical standpoint, the source of a
claim doesn't matter because the claim is either true or false in and of itself. Choice D is incorrect because in this context,
"implicit" would mean suggested or understood without being directly expressed. Nothing in the text suggests that logically, the
source of a claim is only suggested; instead of addressing whether sources can be directly identified, the text focuses on the idea
that sources don't matter because a claim is true or false in actuality, regardless of where it originates.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID ad1fc529

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: ad1fc529

Interruptions in the supply chain for microchips used in personal electronics have challenged an economist’s assertion that
retailers can expect robust growth in sales of those devices in the coming months. The delays are unlikely to her projection
entirely but will almost certainly extend its time frame.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. dispute
B. withdraw
C. underscore

D. invalidate

ID: ad1fc529 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the economist’s claim about sales of
personal electronic devices. In this context, “invalidate” most nearly means nullify or make invalid. The text indicates that
interruptions in the supply of microchips for personal electronics “have challenged” the economist’s claim that sales of personal
electronics will show strong growth in the coming months. The text goes on to clarify the effect of the delays on the economist’s
projection, stating that the delays are very likely to extend the time frame over which the projected growth in sales will occur. This
context suggests that the delays are unlikely to invalidate the economist’s projection entirely—the delays will probably alter the
time frame of the projection, not nullify it or make it invalid.

Choice A is incorrect because saying that the delays are unlikely to “dispute,” or argue against, the economist’s projection wouldn’t
make sense. Since the delays are an inanimate circumstance, they couldn’'t argue against a prediction about the sales of personal
electronics. Choice B is incorrect because saying that the delays are unlikely to “withdraw,” or remove from consideration, the
economist’s projection wouldn't make sense. Although the economist could withdraw her projection because of the delays, the
delays themselves couldn’t withdraw her projection since they're an inanimate circumstance and thus can’t choose to remove
something from consideration. Choice C is incorrect because there’s nothing in the text to suggest that the delays will
“underscore,” or emphasize, the economist’s projection. Instead, the text suggests that the delays are likely to extend the time
frame of the economist’s projection but not to undermine the projection entirely.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 51be7407

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 51be7407

At the turn of the twentieth century, Black residents of Richmond, Virginia, had few formal options for banking and other financial
services. To this situation, Maggie Lena Walker chartered the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank in 1903. The bank went on to
provide home loans and savings opportunities to thousands of Black families over the following decades.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. prolong
B. rectify
C. retain

D. highlight

ID: 51be7407 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of how Maggie Lena Walker addressed the
lack of financial services available to Black residents in Richmond, Virginia, at the turn of the twentieth century. In this context,
"rectify” means to correct or remedy something undesirable. The text indicates that by chartering the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank
in 1903, Walker took action to provide local Black residents with greater access to financial services like home loans and savings
opportunities. This context supports the idea that she aimed to rectify the undesirable situation affecting these residents.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context, "prolong" would mean to lengthen something in time. The text indicates that at the
turn of the twentieth century, Black residents in Richmond, Virginia, were faced with a lack of formal banking options. The text
then states that Walker founded a new bank that provided these residents with financial services. Therefore, instead of prolonging
the situation, she took steps to rectify, or correct, it. Choice C is incorrect because in this context, "retain" would mean to continue
to have or to keep something. According to the text, at the turn of the twentieth century, Black residents in Richmond, Virginia, had
few formal banking options, and Walker chartered a new institution to provide these residents with expanded financial services;
therefore, she took steps to rectify, not retain, the situation. Choice D is incorrect because in this context, "highlight" would mean
to emphasize or call attention to something, but the text indicates that Walker took concrete steps beyond merely drawing
attention to the situation Black residents were facing in Richmond, Virginia, at the turn of the twentieth century. According to the
text, Walker worked to rectify, or correct, the lack of formal banking options that were available to these residents by establishing
a bank that provided them with home loans and savings opportunities.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID e96be0f7

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: e96be0f7

According to a team of neuroeconomists from the University of Zurich, ease of decision making may be linked to communication
between two brain regions, the prefrontal cortex and the parietal cortex. Individuals tend to be more decisive if the information
flow between the regions is intensified, whereas they make choices more slowly when information flow is

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. reduced
B. evaluated
C. determined

D. acquired

ID: e96be0f7 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of how the flow of information between two
regions of the brain may affect the ease of people’s decision making. In this context, "reduced" means decreased. The text
presents the finding from a team of neuroeconomists that decision making may be connected to communication between the
prefrontal cortex and the parietal cortex. In presenting this finding, the text suggests a contrast between people who tend to be
more decisive and people who make decisions more slowly. According to the text, people tend to be more decisive when the flow
of information between the two brain regions is intensified, or strengthened. On the other hand, this context suggests that people
make choices more slowly when the flow of information between the two brain regions is decreased.

Choice B is incorrect because "evaluated" means assessed, which wouldn’t make sense in context. According to the text, people
tend to be more decisive when the flow of information between two brain regions is intensified, or strengthened. This suggests
that people’s ease of decision making varies based on the rate of information traveling between the regions, not based on an
effort to assess the information. Choice C is incorrect because "determined" means judged or influenced, neither of which would
make sense in context. According to the text, people tend to be more decisive when the flow of information between two brain
regions is intensified, or strengthened. This suggests that people’s ease of decision making varies based on the rate of
information traveling between the regions, not based on an effort to judge or influence the information. Choice D is incorrect
because "acquired” means developed or attained, neither of which would make sense in context. According to the text, people
tend to be more decisive when the flow of information between two brain regions is intensified, or strengthened. This suggests
that people’s ease of decision making varies based on the rate of information traveling between the regions, not based on the
development or attainment of the information.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID f5860bb2

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: £5860bb2

Birds sing to communicate over potentially great distances. For this reason, many researchers believe that birds in densely
vegetated habitats generally sing at lower frequencies than birds living in comparatively sparse habitats, since dense vegetation
tends to the distance that high-frequency sounds can travel.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. exceed
B. diminish
C. encompass

D. conceal

ID: f5860bb2 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of birdsong. In this context, "diminish"
means reduce or lessen. The text establishes that birds sing to communicate over potentially large distances and that
researchers believe that birds that live in densely vegetated habitats sing at lower frequencies than birds that live in comparatively
sparsely vegetated habitats. The text then explains that researchers hold this belief due to some effect of dense vegetation on the
distance that high-frequency sounds can travel. If birds sing to communicate over long distances, it would be logical to conclude
that researchers believe that birds in densely vegetated habitats sing at lower frequencies than birds in relatively sparse habitats
do because dense vegetation diminishes the distance that high-frequency sounds can travel.

Choice A is incorrect because nothing in the text suggests that dense vegetation can "exceed," or surpass or go beyond, the
distance that high-frequency sounds can travel. The text suggests that dense vegetation reduces the distance that high-frequency
sounds can travel, not that dense vegetation goes farther than that distance. Choice C is incorrect because it would not be
sensible to say that dense vegetation can "encompass," or enclose or encircle, the distance that high-frequency sounds can travel.
The distance that sounds can travel is not an object that can be enclosed or encircled by vegetation. Choice D is incorrect
because there is no information in the text indicating that dense vegetation can "conceal," or hide or keep from being observed,
the distance that high-frequency sounds travel. Instead, the text suggests that dense vegetation reduces the distance that high-
frequency sounds can travel.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 96437b86

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 96437b86

In a 2022 study, Nicolds M. Morato and colleagues attempted to resolve a long-standing paradox: although water is critical to
most reactions that enable life, during the earliest stages of Earth’s history—when most of the planet’s surface was covered by
oceans—the presence of water likely the formation of proteins and other biomolecules that are found in all living
organisms.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. reflected
B. hampered
C. imitated

D. exploited

ID: 96437b86 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of a scientific paradox regarding water and
life during Earth'’s early history. In this context, “hampered” means hindered or impeded. The text discusses a paradox, or a
situation that seems to contradict itself, and indicates that one half of the paradox is that the presence of water is necessary to
support most biochemical reactions that enable life. The contradictory idea, then, would be a case of the presence of water not
supporting such reactions; this context suggests that the other half of the paradox is that when oceans covered most of the
planet, the water likely hindered or impeded a biochemical process (the formation of biomolecules) that is important for all living
organisms.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, “reflected” would mean showed or gave an indication. The text focuses on a paradox, or a
seemingly self-contradictory situation, having to do with the role of water in supporting life; since the first part of the paradox has
to do with water usually being essential for enabling life, the second part of the paradox should have to do with water having a
negative effect on life, and water being an indication of a biomolecular process important for life wouldn't be a negative thing.
Choice C is incorrect. In this context, “imitated” would mean mimicked or copied, and it isn’t clear what it would mean to say that
water being present on early Earth’s surface somehow copied the creation of biomolecules in living organisms. Choice D is
incorrect. In this context, “exploited” would mean used or took advantage of, and it isn’t clear what it would mean to say that the
presence of water—the fact of water being present—on early Earth’s surface somehow took advantage of a biomolecular process
occurring in living organisms.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 826c2a7e

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 826¢c2a7e

Close analysis of the painting Girl with a Flute, long attributed to the seventeenth-century Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer, has
revealed subtle deviations from the artist’s signature techniques. These variations suggest that the work may be that of a student
under Vermeer's tutelage—potentially our understanding of Vermeer as a solitary artist.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?
A. negating
B. prefiguring
C. entrenching

D. substantiating

ID: 826¢c2a7e Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. "Negating" means "reversing" or "making invalid." Proving that Vermeer worked with students would
reverse the view of him as a solitary artist.

Choice B is incorrect. "Prefiguring” means "being an early indicator of." There already existed views of Vermeer as a solitary
painter, so a new painting would not be an early indicator of those views. Rather, a painting proving that Vermeer had a student
would contradict those earlier views. Choice C is incorrect. "Entrenching” means "solidifying." A painting proving that Vermeer had
a student would not solidify views of him as solitary, but would rather contradict those views. Choice D is incorrect.
"Substantiating" means "supporting with proof." A painting proving that Vermeer had a student would not support views of him as
solitary, but would rather contradict those views.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID b99e3267

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: b99e3267

A journalist and well-respected art critic of nineteenth-century Britain, Lady Elizabeth Rigby Eastlake did not hesitate to publish
reviews that went against popular opinion. One of her most divisive works was an essay questioning the idea of photography as
an emerging medium for fine art: in the essay, Eastlake
creative.

that the value of photographs was informational rather than

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. exposed
B. asserted
C. discovered

D. doubted

ID: b99e3267 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. "Asserted" means "stated confidently." Eastlake "did not hesitate to publish reviews going against
popular opinion," so we can assume that she was confident in sharing her opinions.

Choice A is incorrect. "Exposed" means "made visible by uncovering" and, when talking about ideas, tends to be used in relation to
uncovering the truth. Eastlake was sharing an opinion, not uncovering a truth. Choice C is incorrect. "Discovered" means "found,'
but Eastlake was writing an opinion essay. She was writing her own opinion, not "discovering" a new universal truth. Choice D is
incorrect. "Doubted" means "didn’t believe in." We're told that Eastlake "questioned" the idea that photography could be fine art.
Placing "doubted" in the blank would actually suggest that Eastlake argued that photos were valuable for creativity and not for
information, which is the opposite of what we were told she believes.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID d87c4362

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: d87¢c4362

Drivers who strongly believe that the toll they must pay to use the Lewis and Clark Bridge, which spans the Ohio River to connect
Indiana and Kentucky, is currently too high are unlikely to be a proposal to increase the toll. Advocates for a higher toll are
likely to have more success if they instead direct their arguments toward a more persuadable segment of the population.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. receptive to
B. apprised of
C. incensed by

D. cited in

ID: d87¢c4362 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of driver attitudes toward a toll increase. In
this context, "receptive to" would mean open to or willing to consider something. The text focuses on drivers who think the current
toll for the Lewis and Clark Bridge is too high, suggesting that advocates for increasing that toll would have better success
presenting their arguments to "a more persuadable segment of the population” rather than to those drivers. This context suggests
that the drivers who strongly believe the toll is already too high are not persuadable—that is, that they are unlikely to be willing to
consider the toll-increase proposal.

Choice B is incorrect because "apprised of" means informed about or made aware of something, and nothing in the text suggests
that the drivers who think a toll is already too high wouldn’t be informed of a proposal for an even higher toll; in fact, the text
implies that advocates of the proposal would "direct their arguments” in favor of the increase to those drivers, even though they
would likely be more successful focusing on people who are more open to hearing their arguments. Choice C is incorrect. In this
context, "incensed by" would mean angered or outraged by something. The text focuses on drivers who feel that a current toll is
too high, and it wouldn't make sense to suggest that those drivers would be unlikely to be angered by a proposal for the toll to be
increased; indeed, drivers who think the toll is already too high likely would be angered by a move to raise it even higher. Choice D
is incorrect. In this context, "cited in" would mean referred to or mentioned in something. Although it's reasonable to suggest that
a proposal to raise a toll might not make any mention of drivers who think the toll is already too high, the text focuses on how
those drivers and other people are likely to react to arguments in favor of the proposal, not on whether those drivers would be
cited in the proposal itself.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID e08dee38

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: e08dee38

In Nature Poem (2017), Kumeyaay poet Tommy Pico portrays his the natural world by honoring the centrality of nature
within his tribe’s traditional beliefs while simultaneously expressing his distaste for being in wilderness settings himself.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. responsiveness to
B. ambivalence toward
C. renunciation of

D. mastery over

ID: e08dee38 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's description of how Pico feels about the natural world.
In this context, to say that Pico portrays his “ambivalence toward” nature would mean that he portrays his mixed feelings about

nature. The text explains that Pico “honors the centrality of nature” and also makes it clear that he doesn’t enjoy being in nature.
This context suggests that Pico feels ambivalence toward nature.

Choice A is incorrect because saying that Pico portrays his “responsiveness to” nature would mean that he portrays himself as
quick to react to nature, which isn’t supported by the text. Instead, the text focuses on Pico’s mixed feelings toward nature,
describing him as both honoring nature’s role in his tribe’s beliefs and expressing his personal dislike for being in nature. Choice C
is incorrect because saying that Pico portrays his “renunciation of” nature would mean that he portrays himself as rejecting
nature, which isn’t supported by the text. The text conveys that Pico demonstrates both positive and negative responses toward
nature, not that he’s giving it up completely. Choice D is incorrect because saying that Pico portrays his “mastery over” nature
would mean that he portrays himself as having control over nature, which isn’t supported by the text. The text focuses on Pico’s
mixed feelings about nature; nothing in the text suggests that Pico feels mastery over nature.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID c71f112d

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: c71f112d

Economists often assert that countries looking to increase their reliance on solar energy should expand their capacity for storage;
having an ample reserve of stored energy can mitigate the effects of solar energy collection caused by unpredictable shifts
in cloud cover and haze.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. developments of
B. fluctuations in
C. calibrations with

D. incentives for

ID: c71f112d Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of solar energy collection and storage. In
this context, "fluctuations in" means irregular changes in. The text notes that economists recommend that countries that want to
rely more on solar energy (energy captured from sunlight) should attempt to expand their storage capacity. The text goes on to
explain that having a large amount of stored solar energy can lessen the negative effect of "unpredictable shifts in cloud cover
and haze"—that is, unpredictable changes in environmental conditions that at times limit sunlight. This context suggests that
having ample solar energy stored and ready to use can mitigate the issue of fluctuations in solar energy collection caused by
irregular patterns of sunlight availability.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context, "developments of solar energy collection” would most clearly refer to the creation of
ways to collect solar energy (energy captured from sunlight). The text focuses on collection and the idea that having stored
energy can mitigate, or make less bad, the effects of a problem caused by unpredictable changes that affect sunlight ("cloud
cover and haze"); there’s no reason to think that the creation of new collection methods would be viewed as a problem that would
need to be mitigated. Choice C is incorrect because in this context, "calibrations with" would most clearly refer to precise
adjustments for a particular purpose. The text focuses on the collection of solar energy (energy captured from sunlight) and the
idea that having stored energy can mitigate, or make less bad, the effects of a problem caused by unpredictable changes that
affect sunlight ("cloud cover and haze"); there’s no reason to think that precision in something related to solar energy collection
would be viewed as a problem that would need to be mitigated. Choice D is incorrect. The text focuses on the collection of solar
energy (energy captured from sunlight) and the idea that having stored energy can mitigate, or make less bad, the effects of a
problem caused by unpredictable changes that affect sunlight ("cloud cover and haze"); nothing in the text suggests that
"incentives for," or rewards for, solar energy collection would be viewed as a problem that would need to be mitigated, especially in
countries that want to rely more on solar energy than they already do.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID c9543f2a

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: c9543f2a

Although science fiction was dominated mostly by white male authors when Octavia Butler, a Black woman, began writing, she did
not view the genre as : Butler broke into the field with the publication of several short stories and her 1976 novel
Patternmaster, and she later became the first science fiction writer to win a prestigious MacArthur Fellowship.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. legitimate
B. impenetrable
C. compelling

D. indecipherable

ID: c9543f2a Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the discussion of Octavia Butler's career. In this context,
“impenetrable” means impossible to enter. The text indicates that the field of science fiction was dominated by white males when
Butler, a Black woman, started writing, but she published several science fiction short stories and a novel and later won a
prestigious award; that is, Butler pursued science fiction writing and had success. This context suggests that Butler didn’t view
the genre as impossible to enter.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, “legitimate” would mean genuinely good or valid. Nothing in the text suggests that Butler
didn't think the science fiction genre was good or valid; in fact, it indicates that she pursued and made a successful career of
publishing work in that field. Choice C is incorrect. In this context, “compelling” would mean attracting or demanding attention.
The text indicates that Butler chose to write science fiction, so it wouldn't make sense to say that she didn't see the field as
drawing her attention. Choice D is incorrect. To say that Butler didn’t consider science fiction “indecipherable,” or impossible to
understand, would suggest that Butler did understand it. However, the text doesn’t address Butler’s ability to interpret works in the
genre; rather, it focuses on Butler’'s successful pursuit of writing science fiction.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 2d35ba95

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 2d35ba95

Recent measurements of the mass of the W boson (a subatomic particle) were notable not only for the mere fact that the
particle’s mass differed from expectations but for the of that difference: the measured mass of the W boson was seven
standard deviations higher than predicted by the standard model of particle physics.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. cause
B. existence
C. implication

D. scale

ID: 2d35ba95 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the W boson. In this context, "scale”
means size or extent. The text indicates that recent measurements of the W boson were remarkable because they revealed the
subatomic particle’s mass to be much greater ("seven standard deviations higher") than had been expected based on a standard
model. This context conveys not only that the measurements differed from predictions but also that the extent of the difference
was very large.

Choice A is incorrect. Although the text indicates that there was a very large difference between the predicted mass and the
actual measured mass of the subatomic particle, it doesn’t explain the cause of, or reason behind, that difference. Choice B is
incorrect because it wouldn’t make sense to say that the measurements of the subatomic particle were notable because they
differed from expectations and also because a difference existed between the measurements and what had been predicted; the
text would be repeating the idea that there was a difference instead of adding to that idea. Choice C is incorrect because the text
doesn’t convey any implications of, or consequences of or conclusions drawn from, the fact that the mass of the subatomic
particle differed from expectations; the context indicates only that the actual measured mass was much higher than the predicted
mass.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID f32ebb80

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: f32ebb80

The following text is adapted from Henry James’s 1881 novel The Portrait of a Lady.

Everything Osmond did was pose—pose so subtly considered that if one were not on the lookout one mistook it for
impulse. Ralph had never met a man who lived so much in the land of consideration. His tastes, his studies, his
accomplishments, his collections, were all for a purpose.

As used in the text, what does the word “consideration” most nearly mean?

A. Deference
B. Courtesy
C. Calculation

D. Indecision

ID: f32ebb80 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because as used in the text, “consideration” most nearly means calculation. The text describes
Osmond as someone whose every action is a “pose;” that is, he adopted a deliberate appearance crafted so subtly that an unwary
observer “mistook it for impulse.” The text further indicates that Osmond’s tastes, studies, accomplishments, and collections
“were all for a purpose,” meaning each was strategically chosen to serve some intended end. The phrase “the land of
consideration” thus characterizes Osmond as someone whose mental life is dominated by deliberate planning—that is,
calculation.

Choice A is incorrect because “deference,” meaning submissive yielding to others’ wishes, wouldn't make sense in context. The
text portrays Osmond as a man who carefully crafts his own image and arranges his life “for a purpose,” which suggests self-
direction rather than yielding to others. Choice B is incorrect because although “consideration” can mean courtesy, or thoughtful
regard for others, this meaning wouldn't fit the text, which characterizes the calculated, purposeful nature of Osmond’s behavior,
not his treatment of other people. Choice D is incorrect because “indecision,” meaning the inability to make a choice, wouldn't
make sense in context. The text portrays Osmond as decisive in his self-presentation: each pose is “subtly considered,” and his
tastes and accomplishments serve “a purpose,” indicating firm choices made in service of his aims.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 28fae87d

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 28fae87d

Bicycle sharing systems allow users to rent a bicycle at one location within a city and return it to any other designated location in
that city, which can cause serious problems of bicycle supply and user demand within the city’s system. Tohru Ikeguchi uses
open-source data and statistical modeling to identify when a high number of users making one-way trips is likely to leave some
locations within the system bicycles and other areas with insufficient supply.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. susceptible to
B. contingent on
C. saturated with

D. depleted of

ID: 28fae87d Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Ikeguchi’'s model of bicycle supply. In this
context, “saturated with” means thoroughly or completely supplied with. The text explains a problem encountered by some
bicycle-sharing programs: users can return bicycles to different locations than where the users picked up the bicycles to start,
which can result in a mismatch between bicycle supply (that is, where the bicycles are currently located) and user demand (that
is, the locations where users are hoping to pick up bicycles). The text goes on to explain that Ikeguchi developed a way to identify
when this mismatch is likely to occur. This context suggests that Ikeguchi’'s method will show when it is likely that some locations
have an insufficient supply and other locations, by implicit contrast, are saturated with bicycles.

Choice A is incorrect because nothing in the text suggests that some locations are “susceptible to,” or sensitive to or easily
influenced by, bicycles. The text describes the phenomenon of bicycles being redistributed away from locations where users want
them, not anything about those locations being influenced by the bicycles. Choice B is incorrect because the text describes
situations in which some locations have an insufficient supply of bicycles because the bicycles have been relocated elsewhere,
which suggests that the other locations have many bicycles, not that the other locations are “contingent on,” or dependent on, the
bicycles. Nothing in the text suggests that the locations themselves depend on the bicycles for anything. Choice D is incorrect
because it would not make sense in context to say that some locations are “depleted of,” or empty of, bicycles while others have
an insufficient supply. The text describes situations in which bicycles have been relocated such that there is a mismatch between
bicycle supply and user demand—the bicycles are no longer at the locations where users want to pick them up. This means that
some locations do not have enough bicycles, while other locations must have many bicycles, not be depleted of bicycles.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 8094a5a8

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 8094a5a8

Eighteenth-century historian Edward Gibbon thought the only character defect of the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius was his
mild temperament—though the emperor was widely considered virtuous, his overly permissive nature led him to the vices
of those who surrounded him.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A.indulge
B. despise
C. moderate

D. criticize

ID: 8094a5a8 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius. In
this context, "indulge" means treat with excessive leniency. The text states that according to historian Edward Gibbon, Marcus
Aurelius, who was widely considered virtuous, had only a single character flaw: his mild temperament. The text suggests that
because of this flaw, Marcus Aurelius had an overly permissive nature. This context, in turn, supports the idea that Marcus
Aurelius treated the vices, or evils, of those around him with excessive leniency, indulging rather than punishing those vices.

Choice B is incorrect. While the text does state that Marcus Aurelius was widely considered virtuous, it gives no indication that he
was inclined to "despise, or hate, others’ vices. Rather, the text suggests that he showed undue tolerance for these vices because
of his overly permissive nature—that is, his inclination to allow others to do as they wished. Choice C is incorrect because the
text's description of Marcus Aurelius as overly permissive suggests that he showed undue tolerance for others’ vices, not that he
tried to "moderate" those vices, or lessen their intensity. Choice D is incorrect because the text’s description of Marcus Aurelius as
overly permissive suggests that he showed undue tolerance for others’ vices, not that he attempted to “criticize," or speak
disapprovingly of, those vices.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID b662c384

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: b662c384

The following text is adapted from Upton Sinclair's 1906 novel The Jungle. Marija is helping to manage her sister's wedding.

It was [Marija’s] task to see that all things went in due form, and after the best home traditions; and, flying wildly hither and
thither, bowling every one out of the way, and scolding and exhorting all day with her tremendous voice, Marija was too
eager to see that others conformed to the proprieties to consider them herself.

As used in the text, what does the word “consider” most nearly mean?

A. Take into account and follow
B. Admire steadily and praise
C. Come to a decision about

D. Have an opinion on

ID: b662c384 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because as used in the text, "consider" most nearly means to take into account and follow. The text
explains that Marija’s job was to make sure that her sister's wedding proceeded in certain ways ("in due form") and that she loudly
directed everyone’s actions all day. The text then indicates that Marija was so focused on ensuring that others "conformed to the
proprieties"—that is, that they behaved in appropriate ways—that she failed to "consider them herself"; that is, she didn’t take
standards of appropriate behavior into account and follow them in her own actions.

Choice B is incorrect. In some contexts, "consider” can mean to think about something in a positive way—which can involve
admiration—but the text doesn't suggest that Marija was so busy imposing "proprieties” (standards of appropriate behavior) on
others that she didn't admire and praise them herself. The context suggests it's more likely that Marija did speak positively of "due
form" and "the best home traditions" while ensuring others behaved in certain ways. Choice C is incorrect. In some contexts,
"consider" can mean to come to a decision, but the text doesn’t suggest that Marija wasn't able to make a decision for herself
about the "proprieties" (standards of appropriate behavior) she ensured everyone else conformed to. Rather, the context conveys
that Marija knew very clearly which behaviors others should follow as "due form" and "the best home traditions.” Choice D is
incorrect. In some contexts, "consider" can mean to have an opinion, but the text doesn’t suggest that Marija wasn’t able to have
an opinion on the "proprieties" (standards of appropriate behavior) she was ensuring others conformed to. Rather, the context
conveys that Marija had strong feelings about which behaviors were "due form" and "the best home traditions."

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 3¢731121

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 3¢731121

Stars form in cloudlike swirls of gas and dust that cannot be touched, but astrophysicist Nia Imara believes these formations
need not remain completely to researchers: she uses simulation data and sophisticated 3D printers to produce interactive
models of these stellar nurseries.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. repeatable
B. explicable
C. regrettable

D. intangible

ID: 3¢731121 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of how Nia Imara facilitates the study of
star formations. As used in this context "intangible” means unable to be physically handled or touched. The text states that star
formations cannot be touched, and then goes on to explain that Imara created a special model to research star formations. In
other words, despite the fact that real star formations are intangible, thanks to Imara, researchers can handle models of star
formations to better understand them.

Choice A is incorrect because "repeatable” means can be duplicated or done again, which wouldn't make sense in context. The
text indicates that the swirls of gas and dust in which stars form are untouchable, but that Nia Imara has produced interactive
models of them. It would therefore be illogical to suggest that Imara believes that the formations need not be duplicated and then
go on to say that she has copied them. Choice B is incorrect because "explicable" means explainable or understandable, which
wouldn't make sense in context. The text does not suggest that Nia Imara believes that star formations can be fully explained but
rather that she produced interactive models to physically study them because researchers are unable to touch them directly.
Choice C is incorrect because "regrettable” means distressing or unfortunate, which wouldn't make sense in context. The text
does not suggest that Imara believes the researchers regret the star formations or find them distressing, but rather that she uses
interactive models to physically study them.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 6447ef95

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 6447ef95

Ecologist Exequiel Ezcurra and colleagues found that the inhabitants of the Mexica empire used natural landmarks to track time
with a high degree of . By observing the sun’s position in relation to various points on the mountains surrounding the Basin
of Mexico, the Mexica were able to precisely identify the dates when significant events such as solstices occurred.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. precariousness
B. exactitude
C. resilience

D. inconspicuousness

ID: 6447ef95 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the method the inhabitants of the Mexica
empire used to track time. In this context, "exactitude" means precision. The text indicates that the Mexica used the sun’s position
relative to various natural landmarks to track the passage of time, explaining that such methods allowed the Mexica to accurately
determine the dates of important events such as solstices. This context supports the idea that the Mexica people were able to
track time with a high degree of precision, or exactitude.

Choice A is incorrect because in this context "precariousness” would mean instability, and there’s nothing in the text to suggest
that the method used by the Mexica people to track time was unstable or produced unstable results. Rather, the text indicates that
the method yielded precise results, allowing the Mexica to accurately determine the dates of significant events. Choice C is
incorrect because in this context "resilience" would mean persistence, and there’s nothing in the text to suggest that the Mexica
worked stubbornly in spite of obstacles in order to track time. Choice D is incorrect because in this context "inconspicuousness”
would mean discreetness, and there’s nothing in the text to suggest that the Mexica wanted to track time without being noticed.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 8a4a2079

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 8a4a2079

Novelist N. K. Jemisin declines to the conventions of the science fiction genre in which she writes, and she has suggested
that her readers appreciate her work precisely because of this willingness to thwart expectations and avoid formulaic plots and
themes.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. question
B. react to
C. perceive

D. conform to

ID: 8a4a2079 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Jemisin’s writing. In this context,
“conform to” means to act in accordance with something. The text suggests that in her science fiction writing, Jemisin's
willingness to go against expectations and not use plots and themes that seem to follow a formula reflects how she treats the
standard practices of the genre. This context conveys that Jemisin chooses not to act in accordance with those conventions.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, “question” would mean doubt or object to. The text indicates that Jemisin is willing to go
against expectations and not use formulaic plots and themes in her science fiction writing, suggesting that she may actually
object to those conventions of the genre, not that she chooses not to question them. Choice B is incorrect because the text
indicates that in her science fiction writing, Jemisin is willing to go against expectations and not use formulaic plots and themes.
Rather than suggesting that Jemisin chooses not to “react to,” or act in response to, the standard practices of the genre, this
context suggests that she is acting in response to such conventions by deliberately avoiding them. Choice C is incorrect. In this
context, “perceive” would mean become aware of or understand. The text indicates that in her science fiction writing, Jemisin is
willing to go against expectations and not use formulaic plots and themes. This context conveys that Jemisin is aware of and
deliberately avoids those conventions of the genre, not that she chooses not to be aware of them.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 3d57f884

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 3d57f884

Economist Jingting Fan argues that the effects of international trade may display spatial variation at sub-national levels. For
instance, imported goods may reduce expenses for a country’s average consumer, but for consumers living far from ports, high
intranational transport costs could the price advantages associated with imports.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. nullify
B. denigrate
C. underestimate

D. misconstrue

ID: 3d57f884 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer because it logically completes the text’s discussion of imported goods and consumer prices. In this
context, "nullify" most nearly means negate or undermine. The text indicates that importing goods to a country can reduce
consumer prices in that country, then cautions that the costs of transporting goods within the country is also a factor. These
transportation costs likely raise the prices that must be paid by people who live far from the ports of entry. Therefore, the
intranational transportation costs could nullify the price advantages to consumers of importing goods.

Choice B is incorrect. In this context, "denigrate” would most nearly mean disparage or deny the importance of. Since
transportation costs would not be capable of denying the importance of price advantages, it would not make sense to state that
intranational transportation costs denigrate the price advantages of importing goods. Choice C is incorrect. In this context,
"underestimate” would most nearly mean predict a lower value for, or to undervalue, someone or something. Though
transportation costs might be undervalued, they cannot themselves undervalue something else, so it would not make sense to
state that intranational transportation costs underestimate the price advantages of importing goods. Choice D is incorrect. In this
context, "misconstrue” would most nearly mean misunderstand. Since transport costs are not capable of understanding, it would
not make sense to claim that intranational transportation costs misconstrue the price advantages of importing goods.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 0a589ca9

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 0a589ca9

Rydra Wong, the protagonist of Samuel R. Delany’s 1966 novel Babel-17, is a poet, an occupation which, in Delany’s work, is not
: nearly a dozen of the characters that populate his novels are poets or writers.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. infallible
B. atypical
C. lucrative

D. tedious

ID: 0a589ca9 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of Samuel R. Delany’s character Rydra
Wong. As used in this context, “atypical” would mean unrepresentative or not common. The text indicates that Wong is one of
“nearly a dozen” characters in Delany’s novels who are poets or writers. This context conveys that being a poet isn't an atypical
occupation for a character in one of Delany’s works.

Choice A is incorrect because “infallible” means to be accurate or without fault, which wouldn't make sense in context. The text
focuses on the fact that Delany has written many characters who are poets and writers. This context suggests that the
occupation isn’t atypical for Delany, not that the occupation isn’t infallible, or problematic. Choice C is incorrect because
“lucrative” means to be profitable, which wouldn't make sense in context. If writing poet characters weren't profitable, it wouldn't
be logical to explain this by citing that Delany gave many of his characters the same occupation. Choice D is incorrect because
“tedious” means to be boring, which wouldn't make sense in context. The text focuses on the fact that Delany has written many
characters who are poets and writers. This context suggests that the occupation isn’t atypical for Delany, not that the occupation
isn't tedious.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 2891bf1b

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 2891bf1b

In editor Lisa Yaszek’s introduction to her anthology The Future Is Female! More Classic Science Fiction Stories by Women, Yaszek
identifies an increasing sense of feminist mode of writing in the 1970s, in contrast to many woman-authored science
fiction stories of the 1920s to 1960s whose politics were less deliberately signaled.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. a prudently
B. an overtly
C. a cordially

D. an inadvertently

ID: 2891bf1b Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of Yaszek’s introduction to her science
fiction anthology. In this context "overtly" means openly or without concealment. The text draws a contrast between the lack of
"deliberately signaled” political themes in woman-authored science fiction from the 1920s to the 1960s and what Yaszek notes
about woman-authored science fiction from the 1970s. This contrast implies that the work from the 1970s did clearly reflect
feminist political themes. In other words, the text indicates that unlike women who wrote science fiction in the 1920s to the
1960s, the women who wrote science fiction in the 1970s expressed overtly feminist themes.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context "prudently” would mean cautiously, which might plausibly describe the women who wrote
science fiction from the 1920s to the 1960s, in that they tended to avoid revealing their political views; however, the text contrasts
these authors with the women writing science fiction in the 1970s, thereby suggesting that the authors writing in the 1970s were
not restrained in that way. Choice C is incorrect because in this context "cordially” would mean politely, and nothing in the text
indicates that politeness was a significant factor for women writing science fiction either from the 1920s to the 1960s or in the
1970s. The text draws a contrast between the lack of "deliberately signaled” political themes in woman-authored science fiction
from the 1920s to the 1960s and what Yaszek notes about woman-authored science fiction from the 1970s. It's unclear how "less
deliberately signaled" politics and an increasing sense of politeness toward feminism would constitute a meaningful contrast.
Choice D is incorrect because in this context, "inadvertently” would mean unintentionally, and nothing in the text suggests that
Yaszek thought the feminist elements of the woman-authored science fiction from the 1970s arose without deliberate effort.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID ec66fe4d

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: ec66fedd

To develop a method for measuring snow depth with laser beams, NASA physicist Yongxiang Hu relied on ; identifying
broad similarities between two seemingly different phenomena, Hu used information about how ants move inside colonies to
calculate how the particles of light that make up laser beams travel through snow.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. a collaboration
B. an accessory
C. a contradiction

D. an analogy

ID: ec66fedd Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The text after the semicolon tells us that Hu "identif[ied] broad similarities between two seemingly
different phenomena,' comparing ants with light particles. Since an analogy seeks similarities between seemingly unrelated
phenomena, this fits the context perfectly.

Choice A is incorrect. "A collaboration” refers to "an act of working with others," but what comes after the semicolon doesn’t
describe collaboration with other researchers. Instead, it shows a comparison between two different (but ultimately similar)
scientific phenomena. Choice B is incorrect. "An accessory" can refer to "something added to increase attractiveness or
usefulness." No accessories are described in this text. Choice C is incorrect. "A contradiction" means "a set of ideas or things that
are opposed to or inconsistent with each other." The text describes how Hu used the similarity between ant and light particle
movement to develop his method, so a word that refers to difference would not make sense here.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 50d4e9f8

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 50d4e9f8

The recently observed gamma ray burst GRB 230307A lasted for 200 seconds,
neutron stars. Bursts caused by neutron mergers typically last fewer than 2 seconds.

for a burst generated by the merger of

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. a coincidence
B. a reprieve
C. anincident

D. an oddity

ID: 50d4e9f8 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of the duration of gamma ray burst GRB
230307A. In this context, "an oddity" is something that is odd or unusual. The text explains that the burst lasted for 200 seconds
and that other bursts generated by neutron mergers have usually lasted fewer than 2 seconds. In other words, the duration of
gamma ray burst GRB 230307A was unusual.

Choice A is incorrect because the text focuses on a difference between the duration of gamma ray burst GRB 230307A and the
typical duration of bursts caused by neutron mergers, not "a coincidence," or a point of correspondence, between them; the text
indicates that GRB 230307A lasted much longer than what is typical of other bursts. Choice B is incorrect. In this context, "a
reprieve" would be either a temporary relief from something or a delay of a punishment, neither of which would make sense as
something that the duration of a gamma ray burst could provide to the burst itself. Choice C is incorrect. Although it would make
sense to refer to gamma ray burst GRB 230307A itself as "an incident,’ or a thing that occurred, the missing word describes the
duration of the burst, and it doesn’'t make much sense to describe a length of time as an incident. Further, the sentence
emphasizes that the burst’s duration was very unusual, not simply that the burst occurred.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 318da9d3

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 318da9d3

Domesticated thousands of years ago by Indigenous people in South America, cacao, the plant from which chocolate is made,
deviates structurally from the wild plant it is descended from. Maize (corn), another crop domesticated by Indigenous Americans,
shows so little resemblance to any wild plant that genetic research was necessary to teosinte grass as its ancestor.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. acquire
B. develop
C. attract

D. confirm

ID: 318da9d3 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because it most logically completes the text’s discussion of the identification of maize's wild
ancestor. In this context, to "confirm" means to establish the truth or correctness of something. The text explains that maize
"shows so little resemblance to any wild plant that genetic research was necessary" to establish its ancestry, which was ultimately
traced to teosinte grass. This context conveys the idea that scientific verification was required to establish an ancestral
relationship with certainty—that is, to confirm teosinte grass as maize's ancestor.

Choice A is incorrect because to "acquire” means to obtain or gain possession of something. Although their research likely
required scientists to acquire samples of maize and teosinte grass, the text does not suggest that this was the ultimate goal of
their work, which instead probed the connection between the two plants. Choice B is incorrect because to "develop” means to
create something or to promote the growth of something, and the ancestral relationship between teosinte grass and maize
already existed as a biological fact in the deep past, which scientists then verified through research; because this relationship
already existed, the scientists can’t be said to have either created it or encouraged its growth. Choice C is incorrect because to
"attract” means to entice something or to bring about a relationship or connection between two things, while the ancestral
relationship between teosinte grass and maize already existed as a biological fact; rather than bringing about the relationship
between the two plants, the scientists instead verified the prior existence of it.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID fc4f0f7e

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: fc4f0f7e

Diego Velazquez was the leading artist in the court of King Philip IV of Spain during the seventeenth century, but his influence was
hardly Spain: realist and impressionist painters around the world employed his techniques and echoed elements of his
style.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. derived from
B. recognized in
C. confined to

D. repressed by

ID: fc4f0f7e Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the discussion of the artist Diego Velazquez's influence outside
Spain. As used in this context, “confined to” means restricted to. The text says that Veldzquez was the leading artist in the
Spanish court during the seventeenth century, but it also notes that other painters around the world were influenced by his
techniques and style. Thus, Velazquez's influence was hardly (or almost not) confined to, or restricted to, Spain.

Choice A is incorrect because if Veldzquez was a leading artist in Spain, it doesn't make logical sense to claim that his influence
was hardly (or almost not) derived from, or obtained from, Spain. Moreover, the other painters around the world who employed
Velazquez's techniques would by definition be influenced by Spanish style. Choice B is incorrect because if Velazquez was a
leading artist in the court of King Philip IV of Spain, then his influence must have been widely recognized, or acknowledged, rather
than being hardly (or almost not) recognized. Choice D is incorrect because the text gives no indication that deliberately limiting
Velazquez's influence outside Spain was ever considered by anyone. Thus, even if it is true that his influence was not repressed, or
restrained, it doesn't make logical sense to say so in this context.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID bO0e12b3a

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: bOe12b3a

The work of molecular biophysicist Enrique M. De La Cruz is known for traditional boundaries between academic
disciplines. The university laboratory that De La Cruz runs includes engineers, biologists, chemists, and physicists, and the
research the lab produces makes use of insights and techniques from all those fields.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?
A. epitomizing
B. transcending
C. anticipating

D. reinforcing

ID: bOe12b3a Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. Based on the text, we're looking for a word that means something similar to "mak[ing] use of insights
and techniques from all those fields." "Transcending" means "going beyond," so "transcending traditional boundaries" would mean
crossing into all those various fields of research, which is exactly the meaning we want.

Choice A is incorrect. This isn't a logical word choice. Based on the text, we're looking for a word that means something similar to
"mak(ing] use of insights and techniques from all those fields." To "epitomize" means to "be a perfect example of," so "epitomizing
traditional boundaries" would mean the opposite of what we want: keeping the fields of research separate. Choice C is incorrect.
This isn’t a logical word choice. Based on the text, we're looking for a word that means something similar to "mak[ing] use of
Anticipating” means "expecting" or "waiting for," and would result in a confusing

insights and techniques from all those fields.
sentence with an unclear meaning. Choice D is incorrect. This isn’t a logical word choice. Based on the text, we're looking for a
word that means something similar to "mak[ing] use of insights and techniques from all those fields." "Reinforcing traditional
boundaries" would mean the opposite: keeping the fields of research separate.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 63d61895

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 63d61895

During a 2014 archaeological dig in Spain, Vicente Lull and his team uncovered the skeleton of a woman from El Algar, an Early
Bronze Age society, buried with valuable objects signaling a high position of power. This finding may persuade researchers who
have argued that Bronze Age societies were ruled by men to that women may have also held leadership roles.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. waive
B. concede
C. refute

D. require

ID: 63d61895 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of the significance of the 2014
archaeological finding at El Algar. In this context, “concede” means to admit something is true after first resisting that admission.
The text indicates that some researchers believe “Bronze Age societies were ruled by men.” But the Bronze Age burial of a woman
at El Algar included “valuable objects signaling a high position of power,” which would raise the possibility that “women may have
also held leadership roles.” Thus, the text is calling into question the notion that only men were leaders in these societies and
speculating that people holding this view may reconsider their opinion.

Choice A is incorrect because “waive” means to refrain from insisting that something, such as a right or a requirement, be
observed; the word isn't used, however, in contexts where someone acknowledges that an opinion they hold may be invalid, as is
the case in the text. Choice C is incorrect. According to the text, the finding from the El Algar burial site undermines the view that
Bronze Age societies were exclusively ruled by men. However, “refute” means to demonstrate that something is false and would
not make sense in context. Lull and team’s finding supports the view that women may have also held leadership roles, not that
they did not participate in such roles. Choice D is incorrect because in this context, “require” means to demand or specify as
mandatory. However, it would not make sense for contemporary researchers to demand that Bronze Age “women may have also
held leadership roles.”

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID 46604853

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: 46604853

The way in which individual elements are balanced within a photographic image tends to affect how viewers perceive it: symmetry
tends to give the elements equal importance, asymmetry emphasizes differences, and radial balance (organizing the elements
around a central point) emphasizes the center over the periphery. What a photograph conveys is therefore largely how it is
balanced.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. inhibited by
B. contingent on
C. obligated to

D. reserved for

ID: 46604853 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of visual balance in photography. In this
context, "contingent on" means conditional upon, or determined by. The text indicates that different ways of balancing elements in
a photograph convey different ideas to viewers (for example, symmetrical composition tends to emphasize similarity among
elements, whereas asymmetry tends to emphasize difference). Thus, there is a strong connection between what a photograph
conveys and how its elements are balanced. Therefore, what a photo conveys is contingent on how it is balanced.

Choice A is incorrect. In this context, "inhibited by" most nearly means hindered or undermined by. The text indicates that different
ways of balancing elements in a photograph convey different ideas to viewers, thereby indicating a relationship between image
balance and what is conveyed. Although this explanation is consistent with a photographer choosing asymmetrical balance even
while intending to convey similarity (associated with symmetrical balance), there is nothing to indicate that messages generally
are inhibited by balance. Rather the implication is that balance is a tool photographers can use to craft their messages. Choice C
is incorrect. In this context, "obligated to" means duty bound toward or answerable to. In context, it would not make sense to
assert that a photograph’s message is obligated to how that photograph is balanced. Choice D is incorrect. In this context,
"reserved for" most nearly means solely available to someone or held aside for some purpose. The text as a whole does not
support the claim that a photograph’s message is reserved for how that photograph is balanced.

Question Difficulty: Medium



Question ID be2fcbe8

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing | Craft and Structure Words in Context I —

ID: be2fcbe8

Science fiction has long served as a real-world technological advancements. Indeed, from Jules Verne's 1865 novel From
the Earth to the Moon inspiring developments in aerospace engineering to the television show Star Trek sparking the design of the
ancestor of today’s smartphones, these narratives have spurred many actual innovations.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. constraint to
B. sponsor of
C. catalyst of

D. diversion from

ID: be2fcbe8 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer because it most logically completes the text's discussion of science fiction’s relationship to real-world
technological advancements. In this context, “catalyst of” means something that prompts the development of. The text indicates
that science fiction narratives have “spurred many actual innovations,” giving as examples Verne's From the Earth to the Moon
“inspiring” aerospace engineering developments and Star Trek “sparking” the design of early analogues of smartphones. Thus,
this context supports the idea that science fiction has prompted the development of, or served as a catalyst of, real-world
technological advancements.

Choice A is incorrect because saying that science fiction has served as a “constraint to,” or limitation on, real-world technological
advancements would contradict the text, which indicates that science fiction has inspired technological innovation rather than
inhibited it. Choice B is incorrect because describing science fiction as a “sponsor of,” or an entity who takes on responsibility for,
real-world technological advancements wouldn't make sense in context. A sponsor provides material support for an undertaking,
often by providing funds for the undertaking or by overseeing its management, but the text describes science fiction as inspiring
or sparking ideas for innovation, not as financially backing technological development or taking direct responsibility for
overseeing it. Choice D is incorrect because in this context, a “diversion from” would mean either a distraction from or a deviation
from, which contradicts the text's examples of science fiction inspiring real-world technological advancements. It therefore
wouldn't make sense to say that science fiction has distracted people from such advancements or that the innovations science
fiction depicts deviate from actual innovations.

Question Difficulty: Medium



