
Question ID 550866d1

ID: 550866d1

Eli Eisenberg, a genetics expert at Tel Aviv University in Israel, recently discovered that ______ have a special genetic ability called
RNA editing that confers evolutionary advantages.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. cephalopods, ocean dwellers that include the squid, the octopus, and the cuttlefish

B. cephalopods—ocean dwellers—that include the squid, the octopus, and the cuttlefish,

C. cephalopods, ocean dwellers that include: the squid, the octopus, and the cuttlefish,

D. cephalopods—ocean dwellers that include the squid, the octopus, and the cuttlefish—

ID: 550866d1 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a supplementary element within a sentence. In this
choice, the dash after "cephalopods" pairs with the dash after "cuttlefish" to clearly separate the supplementary element "ocean
dwellers that include the squid, the octopus, and the cuttlefish" from the rest of the sentence. This supplementary element
functions to explain what cephalopods are, and the pair of dashes indicates that this element could be removed without affecting
the grammatical coherence of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary element that explains what
cephalopods are from the rest of the sentence. Choice B is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate
the supplementary element that explains what cephalopods are from the rest of the sentence. Choice C is incorrect because it
fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary element that explains what cephalopods are from the rest of
the sentence.
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Question ID abdbb81d

ID: abdbb81d

Po’Pay was a Tewa leader from Ohkay Owingeh, a pueblo located about twenty-five miles north of present-day Santa Fe, New
Mexico. He was instrumental in organizing the Pueblo Revolt of ______ as a result of his leadership, the Spanish colonizers were
expelled from the region for a time.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. 1680

B. 1680 and

C. 1680,

D. 1680, and

ID: abdbb81d Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. This choice
correctly uses a comma and the coordinating conjunction “and” to join the first main clause (“He…1680”) and the second main
clause (“as…time”).

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are fused without punctuation and/or a
conjunction. Choice B is incorrect because when coordinating two longer main clauses such as these, it’s conventional to use a
comma before the coordinating conjunction. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction
following it, a comma can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses.
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Question ID 5eeb0eb1

ID: 5eeb0eb1

By analyzing the level of radioactive decay within a fossil specimen, scientists can establish the age of that fossil with a high
degree of precision. When radioactive elements aren’t present, scientists turn to ______ analysis of Earth’s sediment layers (strata)
—to estimate how old a fossil is based on the age of the strata in which the fossil is found.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. stratigraphy—the

B. stratigraphy (the

C. stratigraphy: the

D. stratigraphy, the

ID: 5eeb0eb1 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. The dash after
"stratigraphy" pairs with the dash after "(strata)" to separate the supplementary element "the analysis of Earth’s sediment layers
(strata)" from the rest of the sentence. This supplementary element functions to define the term "stratigraphy," and the pair of
dashes indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the grammatical coherence of the sentence.

Choice B is incorrect because a parenthesis can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the supplementary element from
the rest of the sentence. Choice C is incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because a comma can’t be paired with a dash in this
way to separate the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 72ba319f

ID: 72ba319f

In 1959, the film industry debuted Smell-O-Vision. Theaters were fitted with specialized vents that emitted odors at specific points
in a ______ as the scent of roses when roses appeared in a scene. Smell-O-Vision failed to impress, however, with one reviewer
declaring it “briefly weird and not very interesting.”

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. movie such

B. movie; such

C. movie. Such

D. movie, such

ID: 72ba319f Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The comma appropriately separates the nonessential descriptive aside "such as…scene" from the
independent clause "Theaters were…movie." Since the descriptive example of roses isn’t necessary for the sentence to function, it
needs to be set off with punctuation.

Choice A is incorrect. This choice results in a run-on sentence. Since the example of roses isn’t necessary for the sentence to
function, the descriptive aside "such as…scene" needs to be separated from the preceding independent clause with some sort of
punctuation. Choice B is incorrect. This choice creates a punctuation error. A semicolon can only be used to separate two
independent clauses, but "such…scene" is not an independent clause and couldn’t stand on its own as a sentence. Choice C is
incorrect. This choice results in a sentence fragment. The descriptive aside "Such…scene" is not an independent clause and can’t
stand on its own as a sentence.
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Question ID 3043adaf

ID: 3043adaf

In his Naturalis historia, Pliny the Elder praised Hipparchus’s star catalog, a second-century BCE list of roughly 850 different stars’
celestial positions. For centuries, scholars dreamed about locating a copy of this legendary lost ______ fantasy (partially) became
reality in 2022, when researchers uncovered traces of the star catalog on a palimpsest, a reused parchment.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. work, that

B. work that

C. work. That

D. work and that

ID: 3043adaf Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between sentences. In this choice, the period is used
correctly to mark the boundary between one sentence ("For…work") and another ("That…parchment").

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between
sentences. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The sentences ("For…work" and "that…parchment") are
fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice D is incorrect. Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction "and" can’t
be used in this way to join sentences.
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Question ID 741374a0

ID: 741374a0

Key-value pairs are an important aspect of JavaScript Object Notation (JSON), an electronic file format for storing and
transmitting data. Keys function as labels, while values contain the actual information. In a JSON file storing data about fire belly
______ instance, you could encounter a key such as “species” with the associated value of “Cynops orientalis.”

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. newts. For 

B. newts, for

C. newts: for

D. newts; for

ID: 741374a0 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. The comma after “newts”
pairs with the comma after “instance” to separate the supplementary element “for instance” from the rest of the sentence. The
supplementary element appears between the prepositional phrase (“In…newts”) and the main clause of the sentence (“you…
orientalis”) and signals that the sentence is presenting an example of how keys and values function in JSON files.

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a sentence fragment (“In a JSON file storing data about fire belly newts”). Choice C is
incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the supplementary element “for instance” from
the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the
supplementary element “for instance” from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 2b71ef47

ID: 2b71ef47

The Mission 66 initiative, which was approved by Congress in 1956, represented a major investment in the infrastructure of
overburdened national ______ it prioritized physical improvements to the parks’ roads, utilities, employee housing, and visitor
facilities while also establishing educational programming for the public.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. parks and

B. parks

C. parks;

D. parks,

ID: 2b71ef47 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. This choice uses
a semicolon to correctly join the first main clause (“The Mission…parks”) and the second main clause that begins with “it.”

Choice A is incorrect. When coordinating two longer main clauses such as these, it’s conventional to use a comma before the
coordinating conjunction. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are fused without
punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a
comma can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses.
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Question ID 9360277c

ID: 9360277c

In 2008, two years after the death of science fiction writer Octavia Butler, the Huntington Library in ______ received a collection of
more than 8,000 items, including Butler’s private notes, research materials, manuscripts, photos, and drawings. Today, the Octavia
E. Butler Collection is one of the most researched archives at the library.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. California,

B. California:

C. California—

D. California

ID: 9360277c Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. No punctuation should separate the subject of the sentence (“the Huntington Library in California”)
from its verb (“received”).

Choice A is incorrect. No punctuation should separate the subject of the sentence (“the Huntington Library in California”) from its
verb (“received”). Choice B is incorrect. No punctuation should separate the subject of the sentence (“the Huntington Library in
California”) from its verb (“received”). Choice C is incorrect. No punctuation should separate the subject of the sentence (“the
Huntington Library in California”) from its verb (“received”).
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Question ID fe8fcf34

ID: fe8fcf34

In 2017, artists Isabel and Ruben Toledo redesigned the costumes and sets for The Miami City Ballet’s production of The ______ to
reviewers, the Toledos’ designs helped infuse the production with elements of Miami’s Latin American culture.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. Nutcracker according, 

B. Nutcracker, according 

C. Nutcracker according 

D. Nutcracker. According 

ID: fe8fcf34 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between sentences. In this choice, the period is used
correctly to mark the boundary between one sentence (“In 2017...Nutcracker”) and another (“According...culture”). The
supplementary element “according to reviewers” modifies the main clause of the second sentence (“the Toledos’...culture”).

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The sentences are fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction.
Furthermore, no punctuation is needed within the supplementary element “according to reviewers.” Choice B is incorrect because
it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between sentences. Choice C is incorrect
because it results in a run-on sentence. The sentences are fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction.
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Question ID 09a01d77

ID: 09a01d77

While constructing the Limyra Bridge, ancient Roman builders relied on temporary wooden beams to support the stone and brick
structure. These temporary supports, a construction system known as ______ were removed when the bridge was completed.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. falsework;

B. falsework

C. falsework,

D. falsework:

ID: 09a01d77 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. The comma after
"falsework" pairs with the comma after "supports" to separate the supplementary element "a construction system known as
falsework" from the rest of the sentence. This supplementary element functions to clarify the term "these temporary supports,"
and the pair of commas indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the grammatical coherence of the
sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the supplementary element from
the rest of the sentence. Choice B is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplemental
element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate
the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID bcaf68f5

ID: bcaf68f5

Customers who are satisfied with how a company resolves a service issue may regard that company more positively than they
would if no such issue had occurred. This idea is known as the service recovery ______ research suggests that it has important
implications for customer loyalty and retention.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. paradox, 

B. paradox

C. paradox, and

D. paradox and,

ID: bcaf68f5 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. This choice
correctly uses a comma and the coordinating conjunction "and" to join the first main clause ("This idea…paradox") and the second
main clause ("research…retention").

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be used in this way
to join two main clauses. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are fused without
punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice D is incorrect because when coordinating two longer main clauses such as these, it’s
conventional to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction, not after it.
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Question ID 9ee338ef

ID: 9ee338ef

After a spate of illnesses as a child, Wilma Rudolph was told she might never walk again. Defying all odds, Rudolph didn’t just
walk, she ______ the 1960 Summer Olympics in Rome, she won both the 100- and 200-meter dashes and clinched first place for
her team in the 4x100-meter relay, becoming the first US woman to win three gold medals in a single Olympics.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. ran—fast—during

B. ran—fast during

C. ran—fast, during

D. ran—fast. During

ID: 9ee338ef Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between sentences. In this choice, the period is used
correctly to mark the boundary between one sentence (“Defying…fast”) and another sentence that begins with a supplementary
phrase (“During…Olympics”).

Choice A is incorrect. When a dash is present in a sentence (“ran—fast”), it’s not conventional to use another dash (“fast—during”)
to mark the boundary between sentences because it creates a potentially confusing sentence. In this context, a period, semicolon,
or colon would be clear and more conventional. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The sentences
(“Defying…fast”) and (“during…Olympics”) are fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice C is incorrect because it
results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between sentences.
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Question ID b23f1ade

ID: b23f1ade

Between 322 and 184 BCE, the Maurya Empire established a complex economic system that, through trade and centralized ______
funded major infrastructure projects throughout the Indian subcontinent. This included the building of many roads, canals, and
hospitals.   

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. taxation:

B. taxation,

C. taxation—

D. taxation

ID: b23f1ade Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. The comma after "taxation"
pairs with the comma after "that" to separate the supplementary element "through trade and centralized taxation" from the rest of
the sentence. This supplementary element functions to identify the funding source of the Mauryan economy, and the pair of
commas indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the grammatical coherence of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the supplementary element from the
rest of the sentence. Choice C is incorrect because a dash can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to
separate the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 5219fa75

ID: 5219fa75

It is generally true that technological change is a linear process, in which once-useful technologies are replaced by new and better
______ the reawakening of interest in the steam engine (from advocates of carbon-neutral rail travel) reminds us that ostensibly
obsolete technologies may be brought back into service to address society’s changing needs.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. ones, even so; 

B. ones even so, 

C. ones; even so, 

D. ones, even so, 

ID: 5219fa75 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. This choice uses
a semicolon in a conventional way to join the first main clause (“It is…ones”) and the second main clause  (“even so…needs”).
Furthermore, the placement of the semicolon after “ones” indicates that the supplementary phrase “even so” modifies the
following clause (“the reawakening...needs”), resulting in the most logical and grammatically complete sentence. With this
punctuation, the sentence logically indicates that the recent interest in an old technology like steam engines is despite the fact
that technological change typically seeks out new technologies.

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a confusing and illogical sentence. Placing the semicolon after “so” indicates that the
supplementary element “even so” modifies the first clause of the sentence, which doesn’t make sense in this context. Choice B is
incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. It fails to mark the boundary between the two main clauses with appropriate
punctuation. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be
used in this way to join the two main clauses of the sentence.
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Question ID c2cb0796

ID: c2cb0796

Seneca sculptor Marie Watt’s blanket art comes in a range of shapes and sizes. In 2004, Watt sewed strips of blankets together to
craft a 10-by-13-inch ______ in 2014, she arranged folded blankets into two large stacks and then cast them in bronze, creating two
curving 18-foot-tall blue-bronze pillars.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. sampler later,

B. sampler; 

C. sampler, 

D. sampler, later,

ID: c2cb0796 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. This choice uses
a semicolon in a conventional way to join the first main clause (“In 2004…sampler”) and the second main clause (“in 2014…
pillars”).

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be used in this way
to join two main clauses. The word “later” is an adverb and cannot be used to join two main clauses unless it is preceded by a
conjunction. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be used
in this way to join two main clauses. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it,
a comma can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses. The word “later” is an adverb and cannot be used to join two main
clauses unless it is preceded by a conjunction.
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Question ID 5f38d8f4

ID: 5f38d8f4

To humans, it does not appear that the golden orb-weaver spider uses camouflage to capture its ______ the brightly colored
arachnid seems to wait conspicuously in the center of its large circular web for insects to approach. Researcher Po Peng of the
University of Melbourne has explained that the spider’s distinctive coloration may in fact be part of its appeal.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. prey, rather,

B. prey rather,

C. prey, rather;

D. prey; rather,

ID: 5f38d8f4 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. The semicolon is
correctly used to join the first main clause (“To humans…prey”) and the second main clause (“rather…approach”). Further, the
comma after the adverb “rather” is correctly used to separate the adverb from the main clause (“the brightly…approach”) it
modifies, logically indicating that the information in this clause (how the spider’s behavior appears to humans) is contrary to the
information in the previous clause (how the spider’s behavior does not appear to humans).

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be used in this way
to join two main clauses. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are fused without
appropriate punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice C is incorrect. Placing the comma between the first main clause “To
humans…prey” and the adverb “rather” illogically indicates that the information in the first main clause is contrary to what came
before, which doesn’t make sense in this context.
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Question ID d173443c

ID: d173443c

Luci Tapahonso is the inaugural poet laureate of the Navajo Nation. Her book Sáanii Dahataal/The Women Are Singing—a
combination of fiction and memoir, poetry and ______ serves as a testament to her versatility as a writer.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. prose;

B. prose

C. prose,

D. prose—

ID: d173443c Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. “A combination of fiction and memoir, poetry and prose” is a nonessential supplement, so it needs to
be set off from the rest of the sentence with a pair of matching punctuation marks. We already have a dash at the beginning of
the supplement, so we need to add a dash at the end of the supplement to match. 

Choice A is incorrect. This doesn’t complete the text in a way that conforms to the conventions of Standard English. “A
combination of fiction and memoir, poetry and prose” is a nonessential supplement, so it needs to be set off from the rest of the
sentence with a pair of matching punctuation marks. We already have a dash at the beginning of the supplement, so we need to
add a dash at the end of the supplement to match. Choice B is incorrect. This doesn’t complete the text in a way that conforms to
the conventions of Standard English. “A combination of fiction and memoir, poetry and prose” is a nonessential supplement, so it
needs to be set off from the rest of the sentence with a pair of matching punctuation marks. We already have a dash at the
beginning of the supplement, so we need to add a dash at the end of the supplement to match. Choice C is incorrect. This doesn’t
complete the text in a way that conforms to the conventions of Standard English. “A combination of fiction and memoir, poetry
and prose” is a nonessential supplement, so it needs to be set off from the rest of the sentence with a pair of matching
punctuation marks. We already have a dash at the beginning of the supplement, so we need to add a dash at the end of the
supplement to match. 
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Question ID fd02bdb9

ID: fd02bdb9

According to Naomi Nakayama of the University of Edinburgh, the reason seeds from a dying dandelion appear to float in the air
while ______ is that their porous plumes enhance drag, allowing the seeds to stay airborne long enough for the wind to disperse
them throughout the surrounding area.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. falling,

B. falling:

C. falling;

D. falling

ID: fd02bdb9 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The word “falling” occurs in the middle of a clause and isn’t part of a supplement, so we don’t need
any punctuation after it. We can see this more clearly if we simplify the rest of the sentence: “The reason seeds appear to float
while falling is that their plumes enhance drag.” .

Choice A is incorrect. This doesn’t complete the text in a way that conforms to the conventions of Standard English. The word
“falling” occurs in the middle of a clause and isn’t part of a supplement, so we don’t need any punctuation after it. We can see this
more clearly if we simplify the sentence: “The reason seeds appear to float while falling is that their plumes enhance drag.” .
Choice B is incorrect. This doesn’t complete the text in a way that conforms to the conventions of Standard English. The word
“falling” occurs in the middle of a clause and isn’t part of a supplement, so we don’t need any punctuation after it. We can see this
more clearly if we simplify the sentence: “The reason seeds appear to float while falling is that their plumes enhance drag.” .
Choice C is incorrect. This doesn’t complete the text in a way that conforms to the conventions of Standard English. The word
“falling” occurs in the middle of a clause and isn’t part of a supplement, so we don’t need any punctuation after it. We can see this
more clearly if we simplify the sentence: “The reason seeds appear to float while falling is that their plumes enhance drag.” .
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Question ID 0693086b

ID: 0693086b

While one requires oxygen and one does ______ and anaerobic respiration are both forms of cellular respiration—that is, they are
processes by which cells break down glucose to use as energy.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. not aerobic

B.  not. Aerobic

C. not, aerobic

D.  not; aerobic

ID: 0693086b Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. A comma is the appropriate way to link the dependent clause “While...not” and the independent
clause that follows.

Choice A is incorrect. This choice creates a run-on sentence error. “While...not” is a dependent clause, which must be separated
from the independent clause that follows with some sort of punctuation. Choice B is incorrect. This choice creates a sentence
fragment. “While one requires oxygen and one does not” isn’t an independent clause, so it can’t stand alone as a complete
sentence. Choice D is incorrect. This choice creates a punctuation error. “While one requires oxygen and one does not” isn’t an
independent clause, so it can’t be linked to the clause that follows with a semicolon.
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Question ID af0e160f

ID: af0e160f

Photosynthesis, the mechanism by which plants use sunlight to turn carbon dioxide and water into ______ is fueled in part by an
enzyme called Photosystem II that harvests energy-giving electrons from water molecules.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. nutrients

B. nutrients and

C. nutrients,

D. nutrients—

ID: af0e160f Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a supplementary element within a sentence. The
comma after “nutrients” pairs with the comma after “photosynthesis” to separate the supplementary element “the mechanism by
which plants use sunlight to turn carbon dioxide and water into nutrients” from the rest of the sentence. This supplementary
element functions to define the term “photosynthesis,” and the pair of commas indicates that this element could be removed
without affecting the grammatical coherence of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary element from the rest of the
sentence. Choice B is incorrect because a conjunction can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the supplementary
element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because a dash can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate
the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 8e27d086

ID: 8e27d086

Beatrix Potter is perhaps best known for writing and illustrating children’s books such as The Tale of Peter Rabbit (1902), but she
also dedicated herself to mycology, the study of ______ more than 350 paintings of the fungal species she observed in nature and
submitting her research on spore germination to the Linnean Society of London.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. fungi; producing

B. fungi. Producing

C. fungi producing

D. fungi, producing

ID: 8e27d086 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between two supplementary phrases following the
coordinate clause (“but she…mycology”). This choice correctly uses a comma to mark the boundary between the supplementary
noun phrase (“the study of fungi”) that defines the term “mycology” and the supplementary participial phrase
(“producing...London”) that provides additional information about the extent to which Potter dedicated herself to mycology.

Choice A is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be used in this way to join two supplementary phrases following a coordinate
clause. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning with “producing.”
Choice C is incorrect. The lack of punctuation results in a sentence that illogically suggests that the study of fungi is producing
more than 350 paintings.
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Question ID b578ab3b

ID: b578ab3b

In a 2023 study, researchers documented a fascinating behavior in the aquatic plant Elodea densa. When exposed to low levels of
light, the plant’s ______ the cellular organs that generate energy from light—reshuffled to form a tightly packed, glass-like surface
ideal for collecting more light.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. chloroplasts

B. chloroplasts;

C. chloroplasts,

D. chloroplasts—

ID: b578ab3b Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a supplementary element within a sentence. The
dash after "chloroplasts" pairs with the dash after "from light" to separate the supplementary element "the cellular organs that
generate energy from light" from the rest of the sentence. This supplementary element functions to define the term "chloroplasts,"
and the pair of dashes indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the grammatical coherence of the
sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary element from the rest of the
sentence. Choice B is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the supplementary
element from the rest of the sentence. Choice C is incorrect because a comma can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate
the supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID cf7c358c

ID: cf7c358c

In 2010, archaeologist Noel Hidalgo Tan was visiting the twelfth-century temple of Angkor Wat in Cambodia when he noticed
markings of red paint on the temple ______ the help of digital imaging techniques, he discovered the markings to be part of an
elaborate mural containing over 200 paintings.   

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. walls, with

B. walls with 

C. walls so with 

D. walls. With

ID: cf7c358c Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between sentences. In this choice, the period after
“walls” is used correctly to mark the boundary between the first sentence (“In...walls”) and the second sentence (“With…
techniques”), which starts with a supplementary phrase.

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between
sentences. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The sentences (“In...walls” and “with...paintings”) are
fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice C is incorrect. Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction “so” can’t
be used in this way to join sentences.
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Question ID 81c5b326

ID: 81c5b326

Choreographers George Balanchine and Martha Graham both contributed sections to the dance piece Episodes, which premiered
at New York’s City Center of Music and Drama in 1959. This cross-genre collaboration brought together the distinct features of
Balanchine’s neoclassical ballet and Graham’s modern ______ the stylistic diversity and creative innovation within the dance world.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. dance, it showcased

B. dance. Which showcased

C. dance, showcasing

D. dance. Showcasing

ID: 81c5b326 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The conventions being tested are the use of punctuation and verb forms within a sentence. This
choice correctly uses a comma to mark the boundary between the main clause (“This...dance”) and the supplementary element
(“showcasing...world”) that provides additional information about what the collaboration accomplished. Moreover, the nonfinite
present participle “showcasing” is used correctly to form a supplementary element that modifies the main clause (“this...dance”),
describing what the collaboration demonstrated about stylistic diversity and creative innovation in the dance world.

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Adding the subject “it” and the finite verb “showcased” results in a
second main clause (“it...world”), and a comma can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses. Choice B is incorrect because it
results in a rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning with “which.” Choice D is incorrect because it results in a
rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning with “showcasing.”
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Question ID 7d27e8ce

ID: 7d27e8ce

That Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales inspired imitators is evident from the existence of three near-contemporary “continuations” of the
collection: The Siege of Thebes, which purports to be a new tale told during the pilgrims’ ______ The Tale of Beryn, which depicts
the pilgrims as tourists; and The Ploughman’s Tale, which features a minor character from the original work.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. return.

B. return

C. return;

D. return,

ID: 7d27e8ce Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of elements in a complex series. It’s conventional to
use a semicolon to separate items in a complex series with internal punctuation, and in this choice, the semicolon after “return” is
conventionally used to separate the first item (“The Siege of Thebes...return”) and the second item (“The Tale of Beryn...tourists”)
in the series of tales. Moreover, the semicolon after “return” matches the semicolon used later to separate the second item and
the third item (“and The Ploughman’s Tale...work”) in the series.

Choice A is incorrect because placing a period after “return” results in a rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning
with “The Tale of Beryn.” Choice B is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the first item and the
second item in the complex series. Choice D is incorrect because a comma after “return” doesn’t match the semicolon used later
to separate the second and third items in the series.
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Question ID 4ca5ab4d

ID: 4ca5ab4d

The Mesoamerican city of Teotihuacan featured a uniquely egalitarian urban housing infrastructure. Built between the first and
seventh centuries CE, Teotihuacan housed its residents (as many as 200,000, by some ______ in a complex of comfortable
apartments of comparable size.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. estimates)

B. estimates),

C. estimates—

D. estimates

ID: 4ca5ab4d Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. This choice correctly
completes the parenthetical element "as many as 200,000, by some estimates" with a closing parenthesis, pairing with the
opening parenthesis that appears earlier in the sentence. This parenthetical element functions to specify the number of residents,
and the use of parentheses indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the grammatical coherence of the
sentence.

Choice B is incorrect. While this choice completes the parenthetical element with a closing parenthesis, no comma is needed
before the prepositional phrases ("in...size") that provide essential information about where the residents were housed. Choice C
is incorrect because a dash can’t be paired with an opening parenthesis in this way to separate the parenthetical element from the
rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because it doesn’t close the parenthetical element that was opened earlier in the
sentence.
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Question ID 130a364f

ID: 130a364f

The first computerized spreadsheet, Dan Bricklin’s VisiCalc, improved financial recordkeeping not only by providing users with an
easy means of adjusting data in spreadsheets but also by automatically updating all calculations that were dependent on these
______ to VisiCalc’s release, changing a paper spreadsheet often required redoing the entire sheet by hand, a process that could
take days.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. adjustments prior

B. adjustments, prior 

C. adjustments. Prior

D. adjustments and prior

ID: 130a364f Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between sentences. In this choice, the period is used
correctly to mark the boundary between the first sentence (“The...adjustments”) and the second sentence (“Prior...days”).
Because the adverbial phrase beginning with “prior” indicates when changing a spreadsheet required redoing the sheet by hand,
that phrase belongs with the second sentence. 

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. Two sentences are fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction.
Choice B is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between
sentences. Choice D is incorrect. Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction “and” can’t be used in this way to join the
sentences.
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Question ID 35c6af60

ID: 35c6af60

Swedish scientists Eva Engvall and Peter Perlmann developed a method for measuring the concentration of different proteins in a
biological sample. Their ______ ELISA (enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay), is used to detect and measure proteins that indicate
the presence of certain diseases.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. method (called

B. method—called

C. method, called

D. method called

ID: 35c6af60 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a supplementary element within a sentence. The
comma after “method” pairs with the comma after the closing parenthesis to separate the supplementary element “called ELISA
(enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay)” from the rest of the sentence. This supplementary element functions to identify the name
of Engvall and Perlmann’s method, and the pair of commas indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the
grammatical coherence of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because an opening parenthesis can’t be paired with a comma to separate the supplementary element from
the rest of the sentence. Choice B is incorrect because a dash can’t be paired with a comma to separate the supplementary
element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 9f7e7c74

ID: 9f7e7c74

The city of Pompeii, which was buried in ash following the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 CE, continues to be studied by
archaeologists. Unfortunately, as ______ attest, archaeological excavations have disrupted ash deposits at the site, causing
valuable information about the eruption to be lost.    

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. researchers, Roberto Scandone and Christopher Kilburn,

B. researchers, Roberto Scandone and Christopher Kilburn

C. researchers Roberto Scandone and Christopher Kilburn

D. researchers Roberto Scandone, and Christopher Kilburn

ID: 9f7e7c74 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a restrictive coordinated noun phrase. No
punctuation is needed within or around the coordinated noun phrase “researchers Roberto Scandone and Christopher Kilburn”
because it would create an illogical separation between the noun “researchers” and the coordinated noun phrase “Roberto
Scandone and Christopher Kilburn.”

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed. Placing a pair of commas around the coordinated noun phrase “Roberto
Scandone and Christopher Kilburn” creates an illogical separation between the noun “researchers” and the aforementioned
coordinated noun phrase. In this case, it illogically suggests that researchers in general bear the specific names Roberto
Scandone and Christopher Kilburn. Choice B is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the noun “researchers” and
the coordinated noun phrase “Roberto Scandone and Christopher Kilburn.” Choice D is incorrect because no punctuation is
needed within the coordinated noun phrase “Roberto Scandone and Christopher Kilburn.”
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Question ID b249902a

ID: b249902a

Detroit natives Timothy Paule and Nicole Lindsey have combined their two passions, Detroit and beekeeping, to improve the
health of their city’s flowers and other vegetation. In 2017, the couple converted a vacant lot in the city into an ______ in the years
that followed they acquired nine additional lots and established more than 35 hives.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. apiary,

B. apiary, and

C. apiary and

D. apiary 

ID: b249902a Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. Both clauses in this sentence could stand alone as complete sentences, which means they are both
independent clauses. This choice uses a comma plus a coordinating conjunction to link them together, which is one of the correct
ways to link two independent clauses. 

Choice A is incorrect. This choice results in a run-on sentence error. Both clauses in this sentence could stand alone as complete
sentences, which means they are both independent clauses. A comma by itself is not enough punctuation to link two independent
clauses. Choice C is incorrect. This choice results in a run-on sentence error. Both clauses in this sentence could stand alone as
complete sentences, which means they are both independent clauses. Independent clauses can only be linked in a few ways,
including with a comma plus a coordinating conjunction. This choice uses the coordinating conjunction “and,” but it is missing the
comma beforehand. Choice D is incorrect. This choice results in a run-on sentence error. Both clauses in this sentence could
stand alone as complete sentences, which means they are both independent clauses. Independent clauses need to have certain
kinds of punctuation marks between them. This choice doesn’t use any punctuation between the two clauses. 
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Question ID 9b49630d

ID: 9b49630d

Materials scientist Marie-Agathe Charpagne and her colleagues believed they could improve on the multicomponent alloy NiCoCr,
an equal-proportions mixture of nickel (Ni), cobalt (Co), and chromium (Cr), by replacing chromium with ruthenium ______ the alloy
that resulted, NiCoRu, turned out to be an unsuitable replacement for NiCoCr.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. (Ru)

B. (Ru) but

C. (Ru),

D. (Ru), but

ID: 9b49630d Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses. This choice correctly uses a
comma and the coordinating conjunction “but” to join the first main clause (“Materials…Ru”) and the second main clause (“the
alloy…NiCoCr”).

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are fused without punctuation and/or a
conjunction. Choice B is incorrect because when coordinating two longer main clauses such as these, it’s conventional to use a
comma before the coordinating conjunction. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction
following it, a comma can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses. 
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Question ID 71f78cd0

ID: 71f78cd0

Julia Alvarez’s 1994 novel In the Time of the Butterflies, a fictionalized account of the lives of the Mirabal ______ can serve as a
starting point for those wanting to explore how the rule of dictator Rafael Trujillo has been represented in Dominican American
literature. 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. sisters, and

B. sisters and

C. sisters,

D. sisters

ID: 71f78cd0 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a supplementary element within a sentence. The
comma after "sisters" pairs with the comma after "Butterflies" to separate the supplementary element "a fictionalized account of
the lives of the Mirabal sisters" from the rest of the sentence. This supplementary element functions to describe the novel In the
Time of the Butterflies, and the pair of commas indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the grammatical
coherence of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because a comma and conjunction can’t be used in this way to separate the supplementary element from
the rest of the sentence. Choice B is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary
element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID ca2c9bdc

ID: ca2c9bdc

While light is known as one of the fastest-moving substances, it slows down when passing through some types of matter. One
such type of matter is a form of cooled, condensed gas called a Bose-Einstein condensate ______ Dutch physicist Lene Hau
famously used a BEC to slow a beam of light to a complete halt.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. (BEC),

B. (BEC) and

C. (BEC);

D. (BEC)

ID: ca2c9bdc Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. This choice
correctly uses a semicolon to join the first main clause ("One…(BEC)") and the second main clause ("Dutch…halt").

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be used in this way
to join two main clauses. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. Without a comma preceding it, a
conjunction can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The
two main clauses are fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction.

Question Difficulty: Medium

Assessment

SAT

Test

Reading and Writing

Domain

Standard English
Conventions

Skill

Boundaries

Difficulty



Question ID 7e98d472

ID: 7e98d472

Nigerian American artist Toyin Ojih Odutola uses black-ink pens to create highly detailed drawings of human figures. Her portrait
of novelist Zadie ______ is displayed in the National Portrait Gallery in London. 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. Smith:

B. Smith—

C. Smith

D. Smith,

ID: 7e98d472 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between a subject and a verb. No punctuation is
needed when, as in this case, a subject ("Her portrait of novelist Zadie Smith") is immediately followed by a main verb ("is
displayed").

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the subject and the verb. Choice B is incorrect because no
punctuation is needed between the subject and the verb. Choice D is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the
subject and the verb.
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Question ID 6b28dc99

ID: 6b28dc99

Since the nineteenth century, Egyptologists have commonly divided ancient Egyptian history into three primary ______ Old
Kingdom (2700–2200 BCE), the Middle Kingdom (2050–1800 BCE), and the New Kingdom (1550–1100 BCE). Some historians,
however, criticize the names of these periods for revealing more about the culture of the mainly European Egyptologists than that
of ancient Egypt itself.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. periods. The

B. periods: the

C. periods; the

D. periods, the

ID: 6b28dc99 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between a main clause and an enumerated series. In
this choice, a colon is correctly used after the main clause (“Since...periods”) to introduce the series identifying the three primary
periods of ancient Egyptian history.

Choice A is incorrect because placing a period after “periods” results in a rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning
with “the Old Kingdom.” Choice C is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be used in this way to introduce a series. A semicolon is
conventionally used to join two main clauses or to separate items in a complex series, neither of which is the case here. Choice D
is incorrect because a comma is not conventionally used to mark the boundary between the main clause (“Since...periods”) and
an enumerated series (“the Old Kingdom...(1550–1100 BCE)”) that contains internal commas. Using a comma in this way creates
ambiguity about which commas separate elements in the series and which mark other boundaries in the sentence, making the
colon the best choice.
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Question ID 6203926e

ID: 6203926e

In ancient Greece, an Epicurean was a follower of Epicurus, a philosopher whose beliefs revolved around the pursuit of pleasure.
Epicurus defined pleasure as “the absence of pain in the body and of trouble in the ______ that all life’s virtues derived from this
absence.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. soul,” positing

B. soul”: positing 

C. soul”; positing

D. soul.” Positing 

ID: 6203926e Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between a main clause and a participial phrase. This
choice correctly uses a comma to mark the boundary between the main clause (“Epicurus…‘soul’”) and the participial phrase
(“positing…absence”) that provides additional information about how Epicurus defined pleasure.

Choice B is incorrect because a colon can’t be used in this way to join a main clause and a participial phrase. Choice C is incorrect
because a semicolon can’t be used in this way to join a main clause and a participial phrase. Choice D is incorrect because it
results in a rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning with “positing.”
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Question ID 7508aa68

ID: 7508aa68

Horsepower is a unit of measurement used to determine how much power a vehicle produces. The measurement is based on how
much and how quickly weight can be ______ one unit of mechanical horsepower is equivalent to the amount of power it takes to
lift 550 pounds one foot off the ground in one second.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. moved, for example,

B. moved,

C. moved; for example,

D. moved

ID: 7508aa68 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. This choice uses a
semicolon in a conventional way to join the first main clause ("The measurement...moved") and the second main clause ("for
example...second").

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a coordinating conjunction, a comma can’t be used in this way
to join the two main clauses ("The measurement…moved" and "for example…second"). Choice B is incorrect because it results in a
comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be used in this way to join the two main clauses ("The
measurement…moved" and "one unit…second"). Choice D is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main
clauses ("The measurement…moved" and "one unit…second") are fused without punctuation and/or a conjunction.
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Question ID d00730d4

ID: d00730d4

Increasing the heat on an uncovered boiling pot of water does not increase the temperature of the water. What increases is the
rate at which the water turns to ______ a pressure cooker pot, though, an airtight seal traps the vapor in the pot, creating pressure
that allows the temperature of the water to increase past its boiling point. 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. vapor. With

B. vapor with

C. vapor, with

D. vapor and with

ID: d00730d4 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between sentences. In this choice, the period is used
correctly to mark the boundary between one sentence ("What…vapor") and another ("With…point").

Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The sentences ("What…vapor" and "with…point") are fused without
punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used in this way
to mark the boundary between sentences. Choice D is incorrect. Without a comma preceding it, the conjunction "and" can’t be
used in this way to join sentences.
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Question ID 2a3fd2d7

ID: 2a3fd2d7

Featuring works by the photographers Lola Álvarez Bravo and Else “Yva” Neuländer-Simon, the 2021 exhibition The New Woman
Behind the Camera set out to provide a wide-ranging overview of photography by women in the 1920s through the ______ given the
collection’s breadth of more than 120 photos, its efforts were largely successful.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. 1950s, and

B. 1950s and

C. 1950s

D. 1950s,

ID: 2a3fd2d7 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the coordination of main clauses within a sentence. This choice
correctly uses a comma and the coordinating conjunction "and" to join the first main clause ("Featuring...1950s") and the second
main clause ("given...successful").

Choice B is incorrect because when coordinating two longer main clauses such as these, it’s conventional to use a comma before
the coordinating conjunction. Choice C is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are fused
without punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice D is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction
following it, a comma can’t be used in this way to join two main clauses.
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Question ID 5684e9ad

ID: 5684e9ad

As British scientist Peter Whibberley has observed, “the Earth is not a very good timekeeper.” Earth’s slightly irregular rotation rate
means that measurements of time must be periodically adjusted. Specifically, an extra “leap second” (the 86,401st second of the
day) is ______ time based on the planet’s rotation lags a full nine-tenths of a second behind time kept by precise atomic clocks.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. added, whenever

B. added; whenever

C. added. Whenever

D. added whenever

ID: 5684e9ad Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between a verb and a preposition. When, as in this case,
a verb (“is added”) is immediately followed by a preposition (“whenever”), no punctuation is needed.

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the verb and the preposition. Choice B is incorrect because no
punctuation is needed between the verb and the preposition. Choice C is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the
verb and the preposition.
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Question ID adabce8f

ID: adabce8f

In Puerto Rico, it’s not unusual for a city or town to be known by a nickname that corresponds to one of its notable features, like
landscape, climate, famous residents, or chief export. For example, the Puerto Rican municipality of Aibonito is well known for its
lush ______ this distinction has earned it the fitting nickname of “the Garden of Puerto Rico.”

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. greenery

B. greenery,

C. greenery and

D. greenery;

ID: adabce8f Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between two main clauses. “Aibonito is well known for
its lush greenery” and “this distinction has earned it the fitting nickname…” are both complete main clauses; a semicolon correctly
joins them while signaling a close logical connection.

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The two main clauses are fused without punctuation and/or a
conjunction. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. Without a conjunction following it, a comma can’t be used
in this way to join two main clauses. Choice C is incorrect. When coordinating two longer main clauses such as these, it’s
conventional to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction.
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Question ID d7b89c91

ID: d7b89c91

Gathering accurate data on water flow in the United States is challenging because of the country’s millions of miles of ______ the
volume and speed of water at any given location can vary drastically over time.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. waterways and the fact that,

B. waterways, and the fact that,

C. waterways, and, the fact that

D. waterways and the fact that

ID: d7b89c91 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation within two coordinated noun phrases. When, as in this
case, a noun phrase (“the country’s millions of miles of waterways”) is coordinated with another noun phrase (“the fact”) followed
by an integrated relative clause (“that the volume...time”), no punctuation is needed.

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed. Choice B is incorrect because no punctuation is needed. Choice C is
incorrect because no punctuation is needed.
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Question ID c4bcb292

ID: c4bcb292

In February 1919, following the end of the First World War, women from ten countries around the world convened the Inter-Allied
Women’s Conference in Paris. The conference’s goals were ______ ensure women’s participation in the proceedings of the Paris
Peace Conference, to secure the right of women to serve in the League of Nations, and to advocate for human rights.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. threefold: to

B. threefold. To

C. threefold to

D. threefold; to

ID: c4bcb292 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. In this choice, the colon
correctly introduces the series of goals held by the 1919 Inter-Allied Women’s Conference.

Choice B is incorrect because placing a period after "threefold" results in a rhetorically unacceptable sentence fragment beginning
with "To." Choice C is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence. The main clause ("The conference’s goals were threefold")
and the series supplement ("to…rights") are fused without punctuation. Choice D is incorrect because a semicolon can’t be used in
this way to introduce a series. A semicolon is conventionally used to join two main clauses, whereas a colon is conventionally
used to introduce a series, making the colon the better choice in this context.
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Question ID e6201ac0

ID: e6201ac0

Archaeologists have estimated that the pre-Columbian Native American city of Cahokia, located across the Mississippi River from
modern-day St. Louis, Missouri, had as many as 20,000 inhabitants in the year 1150 ______ it one of the largest cities in North
America at the time.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. CE making

B. CE. Making

C. CE, making

D. CE; making

ID: e6201ac0 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The phrase “making…at the time” provides additional information about Cahokia that’s not required
for the sentence to make sense or function grammatically. As a nonessential supplement, this phrase should be separated from
the rest of the sentence with a comma.

Choice A is incorrect. This choice results in a run-on sentence. The nonessential descriptive aside “making…at the time” needs to
be separated from the rest of the sentence with a comma. Choice B is incorrect. This choice results in a sentence fragment.
“Making…at the time” doesn’t have a subject and can’t stand on its own as a sentence. Thus, it can’t be separated from the rest of
the sentence with a period. Choice D is incorrect. This choice results in a punctuation error. “Making…at the time” doesn’t have a
subject and can’t stand on its own as an independent clause. Since a semicolon can only link two independent clauses, using one
here creates an error.
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Question ID b7353205

ID: b7353205

Cy Twombly, a US painter and sculptor, created many large-scale abstract works, such as his 10-painting series Fifty Days at Iliam.
In these works, Twombly’s artistic style is exemplified by his use of graffiti-like ______ often incorporate words or phrases from
poetry and mythology. 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. scribbles: that

B. scribbles that

C. scribbles; that

D. scribbles. That

ID: b7353205 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use and punctuation of a relative clause. This choice correctly
uses the relative pronoun “that” and no punctuation to create an integrated relative clause that provides essential information
about the noun phrase (“graffiti-like scribbles”) that it modifies.

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the integrated relative clause beginning with “that often” and the
noun phrase that it modifies (“graffiti-like scribbles”). Choice C is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the
integrated relative clause beginning with “that often” and the noun phrase that it modifies (“graffiti-like scribbles”). Choice D is
incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the integrated relative clause beginning with “that often” and the noun
phrase that it modifies (“graffiti-like scribbles”).
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Question ID 17bc6f47

ID: 17bc6f47

In rural Minnesota, ecologist Leroy Walston conducted a study to determine whether seeding solar panel fields with wildflowers
could bolster pollinator populations in nearby food crops. Walston’s findings indicate that—assuming solar panel installers’ ______
practice has the potential to increase the number of native bees in crops near solar fields throughout the Midwest by up to 20
percent.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. cooperation, this

B. cooperation—this

C. cooperation: this

D. cooperation this

ID: 17bc6f47 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. This choice correctly uses a
dash after “cooperation” to pair with the dash after “that” to separate the supplementary element “assuming solar panel installers’
cooperation” from the rest of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because a comma can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the supplementary element from the
rest of the sentence. Choice C is incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the supplementary
element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the
supplemental element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID c4d6b754

ID: c4d6b754

The forty-seven geothermal springs of Arkansas’ Hot Springs National Park are sourced via a process known as natural
groundwater recharge, in which rainwater percolates downward through the earth—in this case, the porous rocks of the hills
around Hot ______ collect in a subterranean basin.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. Springs to

B. Springs: to

C. Springs—to

D. Springs, to

ID: c4d6b754 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a supplementary element within a sentence. The
dash after “Springs” pairs with the dash after “earth” to separate the supplementary element “in this case, the porous rocks of the
hills around Hot Springs” from the rest of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary element from the rest of the
sentence. Choice B is incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the supplementary element
from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because a comma can’t be paired with a dash in this way to separate the
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 17ece48a

ID: 17ece48a

A study led by scientist Rebecca Kirby at the University of Wisconsin–Madison found that black bears that eat human food before
hibernation have increased levels of a rare carbon isotope, ______ due to the higher C levels in corn and cane sugar. Bears with
these elevated levels were also found to have much shorter hibernation periods on average.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. carbon-13, ( C)

B. carbon-13 ( C)

C. carbon-13, ( C),

D. carbon-13 ( C),

ID: 17ece48a Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is the punctuation of a supplementary element within a sentence. The
comma after “(13C)” pairs with the comma after “isotope” to separate the supplementary element “carbon-13 (13C)” from the rest
of the sentence. This supplementary element defines the “rare carbon isotope,” and the pair of commas indicates that this
element could be removed without affecting the grammatical coherence of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary element “carbon-13 (13C)”
from the rest of the sentence. Choice B is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to separate the supplementary
element “carbon-13 (13C)” from the rest of the sentence. Choice C is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to
separate the supplementary element “carbon-13 (13C)” from the rest of the sentence. The comma after “carbon-13” isn’t
necessary because the parentheses around “13C” already separate this element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 8cfad1fb

ID: 8cfad1fb

The Lion Light system, developed by Kenyan inventor Richard Turere, consists of LED lights installed around the perimeter of
livestock pastures. Powered with ______ the blinking LEDs keep lions away at night, thus protecting the livestock without risking
harm to the endangered lions.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. energy collected, by solar panels, during the day

B. energy collected by solar panels during the day

C. energy collected by solar panels during the day,

D. energy, collected by solar panels during the day,

ID: 8cfad1fb Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between a supplementary phrase and a main clause.
This choice correctly uses a comma to mark the boundary between the supplementary phrase (“powered…day”), which describes
how the LEDs are powered, and the main clause (“the blinking…night”).

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary between the supplementary phrase and the main clause with
appropriate punctuation. Furthermore, placing commas around the phrase “by solar panels” suggests that it could be removed
without affecting the coherence of the sentence, which isn’t the case. Choice B is incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary
between the supplementary phrase and the main clause with appropriate punctuation. Choice D is incorrect. Placing commas
around the phrase “collected by solar panels during the day″ suggests that it could be removed without affecting the coherence of
the sentence, which isn’t the case.
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Question ID 08fe665d

ID: 08fe665d

A conceptual artist and designer embraced by both the art world and the fashion ______ Mary Ping was chosen to curate the
exhibition Front Row: Chinese American Designers for the Museum of Chinese in America.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. world

B. world:

C. world;

D. world,

ID: 08fe665d Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between a supplementary phrase and a main clause.
This choice correctly uses a comma to mark the boundary between the supplementary phrase (“A conceptual artist…world”),
which describes Mary Ping, and the main clause (“Mary…America”).

Choice A is incorrect because it fails to mark the boundary between the supplementary phrase (“A conceptual artist…world”) and
the main clause (“Mary…America”) with appropriate punctuation. Choice B is incorrect because a colon can’t be used in this way
to join the supplementary phrase (“A conceptual artist…world”) and the main clause (“Mary…America”). In this context, the colon
incorrectly suggests that the information in the supplementary phrase is an explanation or amplification of the information in the
main clause (Mary Ping being chosen to curate the exhibition), which isn’t the case. Choice C is incorrect because a semicolon
can’t be used in this way to join the supplementary phrase (“A conceptual artist…world”) and the main clause (“Mary…America”).
Semicolons are conventionally used to separate two main clauses or to separate items in a complex series.
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Question ID 89111196

ID: 89111196

A study showed that a solar park caused nearby land to cool, though the ecological impact of this temperature decrease isn’t yet
known. Before the park’s construction, the surface temperature 30 meters outside of the park boundary was 0.1°C cooler than
that of a control ______ construction, the temperature 30 meters outside of the boundary was 1.7°C cooler than that of the control
area.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. area after

B. area after,

C. area. After

D. area, after

ID: 89111196 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation use between sentences. In this choice, the period is used
to correctly mark the boundary between one sentence ("Before...area") and another ("After...area"). The phrase "After construction"
modifies the next sentence to indicate that the temperature was cooler after construction.

Choice A is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence that fuses the two sentences ("Before...area" and "after...area")
without punctuation and/or a conjunction. Choice B is incorrect because it results in a run-on sentence that connects the two
sentences ("Before...area" and "after...area") without punctuation and/or a conjunction. Additionally, no punctuation is needed
between "after" and "construction." Choice D is incorrect because it results in a comma splice. A comma can’t be used in this way
to mark the boundary between the two sentences ("Before...area" and "after...area").
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Question ID de3eaacc

ID: de3eaacc

According to the original text of the US Constitution, written in 1787, the presidential candidate receiving the second-most
Electoral College votes becomes vice president. The 12th amendment, ratified in ______ separated the elections for the two
offices.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. 1804—

B. 1804,

C. 1804:

D. 1804

ID: de3eaacc Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. The convention being tested is the use of punctuation within a sentence. The comma after “1804”
pairs with the comma after “amendment” to separate the supplementary element “ratified in 1804” from the rest of the sentence.
This supplementary element functions to provide additional information on the term “12th amendment,” and the pair of commas
indicates that this element could be removed without affecting the grammatical coherence of the sentence.

Choice A is incorrect because a dash can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the supplementary element from the
rest of the sentence. Choice C is incorrect because a colon can’t be paired with a comma in this way to separate the
supplementary element from the rest of the sentence. Choice D is incorrect because it fails to use appropriate punctuation to
separate the supplemental element from the rest of the sentence.
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Question ID 35256536

ID: 35256536

Known for her massive photorealistic paintings of African American figures floating or swimming in pools, Calida Garcia ______
was the logical choice to design the book cover for Ta-Nehisi Coates’s The Water Dancer, a novel about an African American man
who can travel great distances through water.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. Rawles—

B. Rawles:

C. Rawles,

D. Rawles

ID: 35256536 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between a subject and a verb. When, as in this case, a
subject (“Calida Garcia Rawles”) is immediately followed by a verb (“was”), no punctuation is needed.

Choice A is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the subject and the verb. Choice B is incorrect because no
punctuation is needed between the subject and the verb. Choice C is incorrect because no punctuation is needed between the
subject and the verb.
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Question ID 4449bf81

ID: 4449bf81

In her analysis of Edith Wharton’s The House of Mirth (1905), scholar Candace Waid observes that the novel depicts the upper
classes of New York society as “consumed by the appetite of a soulless ______ an apt assessment given that The House of Mirth
is set during the Gilded Age, a period marked by rapid industrialization, economic greed, and widening wealth disparities.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. materialism”; and

B. materialism” and 

C. materialism,”

D. materialism”

ID: 4449bf81 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The convention being tested is punctuation between a main clause and a supplementary noun
phrase. This choice correctly uses a comma to mark the boundary between the main clause (“scholar…materialism”) and the
supplementary noun phrase (“an apt assessment”) that describes Waid’s observation about how The House of Mirth depicts the
upper classes of New York society.

Choice A is incorrect because a semicolon and the conjunction “and” can’t be used in this way to mark the boundary between a
main clause and a supplementary noun phrase. Choice B is incorrect. Joining the main clause (“scholar…materialism”) and the
following noun phrase with the conjunction “and” results in a confusing and illogical sentence that suggests that the novel depicts
the upper classes of New York society as “an apt assessment,” which doesn’t make sense in this context. Choice D is incorrect
because it fails to mark the boundary between the main clause and the supplementary noun phrase with appropriate punctuation.
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Question ID ad00132a

ID: ad00132a

Winding through the ice atop Norway’s Jotunheim Mountains is the Lendbreen pass, an ancient route that was used by hunters,
farmers, traders, and travelers in the Middle Ages before eventually falling into disuse. Recently, archeologists have ______ knives,
horseshoes, wool tunics, and thousands of other artifacts from the icy pass.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. unearthed:

B. unearthed,

C. unearthed—

D. unearthed

ID: ad00132a Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. No punctuation should separate the verb "unearthed" and its objects (i.e, what was "unearthed"):
"knives, horseshoes, wool tunics, and thousands of other artifacts."

Choice A is incorrect. This choice creates a punctuation error, separating the verb "unearthed" from its objects (i.e, what was
"unearthed") with a colon. Choice B is incorrect. This choice creates a punctuation error, separating the verb "unearthed" from its
objects (i.e, what was "unearthed") with a comma. Choice C is incorrect. This choice creates a punctuation error, separating the
verb "unearthed" from its objects (i.e, what was "unearthed") with a dash.
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